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Z. INIBCXXJCriON 



A. The Mtsston Of Tht Task Force 
1. The Prtblcm 

Oti Novenider 1, 1975, WLlUam C. Sullivan, fisxnsr 
Assistant mrector. Doosstic Intelligence Division, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, testified before the 
Senate Select Cconlttee to Studt^ Govermxental Operations 
vith Respect to Intelligence Activities. He related that 
£roQ late 1963 md continuing txitll the assassination of 
Dr. Martin ludier Xing, Jr. , King %ms tlie target of an 
Intensive caizpaign by the F.B.I, to neutralize him as an 
effect!^ civil rl^ts leader. Sullivan stated that in 
the «ar against King holds vere barred.** (Senate 
Beport No. 94-755, Final Seport of the Select Connlttee 
to 5cu4^ Govemaental pperatlans vith Bespect to 
Intelligence Activities, Book II, p. 11). This and other 
tesdjoony describing this F.B.I, counterintelligence 
caopalgn against Xing readied the pdbUc throu^ 
news nedia. As a consequence there "was a regeneration of 
the widespread speculation on the possibility that the 
Bureau nay have had some responsibility in Dr. Xing** . 
death and my not have done an iapartial and thorou^ 
investigation of the assassinatlcn. 



2. Ihe AttOTRsy teeral't DlractlvB 



Oki Nsvenber 24, 1975. the Attomey General o£ the 
ttdted States directed the CLvil ItLj^ts U-vislot of tiie 
Departsnent of Justice to undertake a revlev of die files 
of the Separtnent and its Federal Buceau of Znvestig^tioa 
to detemdne whether titie investigation of the assassinadLcn 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. should be reopened, ^bre 
particularly it was sou^ to be detemdned: (1) ^iiether 
my acticn taken In relation to Dr. King by the FBI before 
the assassination had, or nay have had, an effect, direct 
or indirect, on that event, and (2) \^ther any action tos 
taken by T&l \Mch had, or loay have had. any odier 
■adverse effect on Dr. King. Becocmendatians for crisdnal, 
disciplinary or other ^^propriate action were requested. 

3. The Review up to toril 26. 1976 

In rht next four cmths, the Assistant Attorney 
General in diarge of the Civil Bi^ts Division, his 
principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General and the 
Chief of the Ctiadnal Section of the Civil RL^ts 
Division, acting as a review staff, variously read portions 
of the TBI headquarters file on a perscn 



vho served as m. adviser to Sr. King, portions of tha fBI 
headquarters securl^ file on Dr. King hlsself • portlois 
of the IBZ headquarters file on tt« assassination Ixivestl* 
gatlon. scEoe Department (as opposed to FBD files relating 
to Dr. King* and other Bureau docuoaits including everything 
OR Hutin Luther King, Jr. , held in the late J. Edgar Hoover's 
official « oonfLdentlal and personal files. 

^7 a naiDrandin to the kctamey Gmeral dated April 
9, 1976, die Assistant Attorney General in disrge of tti^t 
Civil Klg^s Division svixsltted a 51 page report of the 
Chief of t2« Civil ML^ts Division's Criminal Section dated 
Hnxh 31, 1976, cobodying the results of the three-ven stud/. 
Halted to the above listed flies, and concentrating aloDSt 
exclusively on the pre-assasslnation surveillance of, and 
Gcuaterintelllgence activities against. Dr. King. 

The Assistant Attorney General reoonsended the 
creation of a Departmental Tssk fbrce to conplete the 
review he and his team had begun. He also reccDnended an 
Advisory Comnlttee of distinguished citizens to advise with 
the task force. Ihe further review proposed included inter- 
rogation of material witnesses, reading all the pertinent 
field office files and revieulng all of the headquarters 
files relating to Dr. King and possibly to other civil rl^ts 
activists. A recomaendatlon vss xoade to review tapes secured 



by eXecoraoic surveillince vlth « viea to detexndidAg 
which of cudi BMterLals Should be and could be legally 
desopyed. The Assistant Attorney General felt that 
the IBI should assess the culpability of its ageits 
involved in the wrongdoing by the principals tiaoed in 
the report . His iseiDorandum to the Attorn^ General 
concluded that probably crlmfnal redress was time" 
barred, that civil reoedies aiL^t be available to 
the King fanily but nL^t also be nore enbarrassing 
than helpful, nd hence that oonsideratioa be gLvBi 
to a direct peyaent by the settleasnt process or by 
a private bill to coopeRsate the King survivors, or 
«idi the survivors* concurrence • the King Foizidation; 
if this last issyje were left to the task force or an 
Advisory CoDxaLssicn, it should ocxuider the pros and 
cons and Tecomisnd as it sees fit. 

IhB Attorney General forwarded the Civil RL^its 
Division naaoranda (md comxents therecn from the Dep\ity 
Attorney Geno^al, the Solicitor General, and fran staff 
BEDhers and the Assistant Attorney General of the Crisdnal 
Oivisicn) to the Oomsel, Office of Professional Xte^cn- 
•Ibility. Ihe Attorney General charged the Office of 
Professicnal Responsibility with the work of ccopletlng 
the xevif»7 begin by the Civil Big^ division. Bis neno- 
randm states: 

-4- 

■ n 



request for the revla/ 
Involved four natters. First, \*eQier 
the FBI investigation of tt« Dr. Martin . 
ludier Xing* 8 assassination \9bs tixnroqgh 
and honest; second, whether there was 
my evidence that the FBI was Involved 
in the assassination of Dr. King; third* 
in lig^t of the first twD questions, 
i^th^ there is any new evidence ^Adch 
has cocie to the attention of the Depart- 
iDent concerning the assassination of Dr. 
King \rfiich shoiild be dealt with by the 
appropriate authorities; fourth, v*\ether 
the nature of the relationship between 

Bureau and Dr. King calls for criminal 
prosecution, disciplinary proceedings » or 
other appropriate action. 

As the fourth '^int, I *^a5n note 
that fztm the partial'^revlew \it±ch has 
been made, Mr. Pottinger condi^des ^we 
have found that the TKL aidertodk a system- 
atic program of harassment of Martin Uither 
King, by means both legal and illegal, in 
order to discredit him and harm both him 
and the movement he led. * Assinlng that 
the major statutory violations relevant 

241 and Section 2A2, Mr. Pottinger^s mozo- 
randun condtides^ that any prosecution oon* 
templated uider those acts would now be 
barred by the five-year statute of limita- 
tions with the possible exception \Aiich 
W3uld exist if there were proof of a con- 
tinuing conspiracy. 

As to uie matter of new evidence 
with respect to the assassination under- 
« standixTg is that the Department has never 

closed the Martin Luther King file and 
that mmerous allegatiois of the possible 
involvement of co-consplrators are prcoptly 
investigated. The thrust of the review which 
I requested^ however, was to determine 
tether a new lock at \^t was done by the 
Bureau in investigating the assassination 
or in the relationship between the Bureau 
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and Dr. King nL^t give « dl£ftx«nt 
cnphasls or new clues in any way to 
the question of ln>K>lvenEnt in t^wt 
crloe. At dds point in tihe review, 
as I read the SBsoranda. notiiing has 
turned 19 relevant on this latter 
point. 

The review Is not cooplete. 
Mr. Fottlnger and all tiu:>se ^ have 
oOBSsnted upon his pgnorandixp recoonend 
that the review be CGopleted. 14r. 
Fottlnger also has laade other 
datlons upon there is scub differ-* 
cnce of c^lnlon. In vle^, it Is 
essential that the review be coopleted 
as soon as possible and In as tborou^ 
a mnner as is required to ansv^ the 
basic questions. In view of ^t has 
already been done^ and the tentative 
concliasicns readied » special ecphasis 
should be |;lven to the fourth question. 
Ih conducting this review you diould 
call t:f>on xi)e Department to furnish 
to you. the staff you need. 

My conclusicn as to the review 
conducted by the Civil Kights Division 
is that it has now shown that this 
eoQoplete review is necessary, particur 
larly in view of the ccnclxosion as to 
the systeimtic program of harassment. 
If your review turns natters for 
specific action » we should discuss die 
best way to proceed on each sudi case.*^ 



B. The Task Force And The Method Of Review 



The Counsel of the Office of Professional Responsi- 
bility selected three attorn^ froci the Civil Bi^ts Division, 
Joseph F. Chross, Jr. , Jaooes R. Kieddiefer and ^lliam D. Uiite, 
one attorney from the Criminal Section of the Tax Division, 
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James F. Wklker, and a retired attorn^ I^ed G. FoIsoq. 
«bo is currently a oonsuLtaat to tha Tax Division with 
37 years of experience in Civil Bi^ts DLvisim (vAiich 
Included hcoocide cases), Criminal Division and Ita 
Division prosecutions. As the senior nan tha latter 
was desi^pated to head the task force. This cnmrrittee 
or task force htgpa its wodc on A, 1976. The comaLttee 
was fijrther staffed by the addition of two research analysts, 
Ms. Hope ^yzne and Mr. Geoffrey Covert, two secretaries. 
Vs. Veronica foith and Mrs. Benee Holnes, and tuo deik- 
typists, Mrs. leroyl^nie Hsray and Ms. Dana Boyd. 

Consideration of a< tentative outUzie fax an eventual 
report based on the duonology of events In the relation^iip 
between Dr. Martin Luther King and the. Federal Bureau of 
Im^stigation brop^t the task force vp against the fact 
that the field of the history before the assassination had 
just been plowed twice: once by the Civil Bi^ts Division 
nenoranda of March 31, 1976, nd i^nrll 9, 1976 and once 
(aacng other kindred subjects) by the Senate Select Cocniittee 
to Stufy Govexnnental Operations with Bespect to Intelligence 
Activities (Senate Beport, No. 94-155 94th Congress, 2d 
Session, Books II and HI). 

way of contrast, however, the natter of the assas- 
sination of Dr. Xing and the ensuing Investigation had been 
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Judged by the Civil Ri^ts Dlvlsiaci*s Asslscsic Attorney 
General end Ms tMO assistants prlsazUy m their fsmlli- 
arlty with the Bepartnait file on tt« ixivestigatian as it 
had progressed since 1968. Ihe Civil Rights Division's 
MErdn Luther Xing, Jr. , review neDoranda reflected that 
a stud/ had been nade of only the first 10 sections of the 
fSL headijuarters file on the assassination investigation 
mtd only a random inl&pectlon was done of some of tihe recsin- 
Irtg 74 se&^€t)S; There t^ss no Actual discussion or snalysls. 
Ihe conclusion vas reached lay the Civil Ri^^ts Division staff 
that "the Bureau's Investigation was oooprchenslve, thorou^ 
cid professional" Oiicphy nauoranduD of March 31, 1976. p. 6). 
It was determined dierefore to begin the task force's study 
with a conplete revise of the files on the FBI's investigation 
of the assassination. It was the consensus of the revietf 
tean that by ^roachlng the vhole task by first examining 
the diaracter and cccpleteness of the mjrder Investigation 
fil SuSwer fS i nd be mat cO uie Att^ney Gsisfal's quesa.on 
as to the Bureau's performance In that regard and also an 
answer could be Indicated to his question going to the Bureau's 
possible responsibility, if any, direct or indirect, for 
Dr. King's death. 

After the examination of the FBI's investigation of 
the norder of Dr. King, the reviev team proceeded to go 
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tMck Kid ccRpIete die Inquiry Inco the Suresu*s pre- 
assasslnadon relationship vich Dr. King. ISecessaxUy 
ixidluded again In tMs second stage of our review ^las 
the consideration of i^ther the FBI vas in any vay 
iisplicated in die ourder directly or Indirectly. 

Ihe task force cade a particular point of looking 
at all material in the FBI headquarters and field 
office files on the Assassination Ihvestlgaticn. the so- 
called *^&jrkin File** (Mnrkin being an acronycn for Murder 
of King) 1/i the Martin Luther King Security File 2/; the 
Ccmlnfil-SCLC File (Ccclnfll being an acronym for Cccnuilst 
infiltration: S.C.L.C., the initials for the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference) 3/> the file on Coniunist Influence 
in Racial liatters 4/ and the advisor to Kin; File 5/. 
The *)laAcin" file was solely concerned with the iTTrder investi- 
gation. The other four files provided a culti-focal vie^ 



y FBI BQ. 4A-38861 
2/ FBI HQ. 100-106670 
3/ FBI HQ. 100-438794 

4/ TBI HQ. l00-4^^2529 and the predecessor file 
" 'entitled Ccnnjdst Party, U.S. A. Negro Question; 
FBI HQ. 100-3-U6 

5^ FBI HQ. 100-392452 



of the Bureau's InceUigence and oounterinteUig^oe 
activities wid\ vespeet to Dr. Martin Ltithar King, Jr. 
The sdiBoe of citation hereinafter used will be to 
mfnlmfTe footnotes, place ^ source citation In the 

body of the vrlcing, and designate headquazrers files 
by "HQ^* and nunber and serial and Field Office files 
by ^ty and nuxfeer and serial, e.g. : (HoifMs 4V1987- 
153) . Exceptions to this schane will be explained \ibezi 
made. 

The more volmdnous of the pertinent files In 
addition to the FBI headquarters files and the Washington 
Field Office files were located In Menphis, Atlanta, 
Baltinore, Charlotte, Bixninghaa, New Orleans, los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Kansas Ci^, St. Louis, OGoaha, Chicago, 
^ndngfleld (HI.), MLlwaukee and New York. These vera 
examined in place by visits by task force personnel. The 
remaining files i«ere xeroxed and f oruerded for review in 
Washington. Pertinent neHsp^>er clipping files maintained 
by the Department and by the Bureau and its field offices 
were scanned. 

In terms of papers examined, more than 200*000 
entries, many with numerous pages concerning both the 
murder investigation and tiie security investigation were 
covered. Ihe five attom^s sitting toge^ier originally 



10- 



and later, as the work progressed, splitting up to 
woxk singly or in teams together with the research 
personnel, oonsidered separate sections of eadi file 
cciipiling notes, caimenting on, or reading aloud, or 
noting for reading by all of the carmittee, items of 
aignificanoe. Notes were taken, when pertinent itens 
were encountered, on a serial-b/^serial basis (''serials" 
being each separate docunent entry of one or more pages 
in the file) • The resulting books of notes were then 
reviewed and used in conjunction with the original-source 
serials for the develc^ss«it of the stataosits of fact 
herein* In addition witness interviews were reflected 
in contenporaneous nanoranda whidi aided in the develOEment 
of the facts recited. 

Selected portions of the so-called Official and 
Confidential files vriiich had been kept in tte office of 
the late J. Edgar Hoo\^r, some sensitive files in the 
office of a Section Chief in the FBI Security Division, 
and the files of fonner Assistant Director William 
Sullivan were reviewed. So also were the pertinent 
files of the Attome/s General. The task force attorneys 
reviewed the transcripts of key intercepted telephone 
and microphone overl^ard conversations of Dr. King 
and his associates. Oiese were spot chedced 



foo: accuracy against the t^s of those survelllncas. 
A canvass of other izivestlgative agencies was nade to 
determine %^tfaer their files reflected that Intelligence 
or counterintelligence requests had been made vpcn theo 
by the FBI in relatiLcn to Dr. King, -This included the 
Defense Dq>artiiEnt, the State Department, the U.S. 
Informartnn Agency, the C.I.A., the Secret Service, the 
Postal Inspection Service, tl)e Sitemal Bevisiue Service's 
Intelligence DLvlsicn and tlie treasury Department's Bureau 
of Alcohol, Ibbacco and Flreazms. Ihe material turned vp 
by these agencies was examined, albeit little of ccnsequence 
wai discovered. Relevant portlcns of the investigation reports 
of tht Menphis Police Department on the King nurder were 
sterooced and studied. 

Ta addition to official files, the task force personnel 
considered published material from the pi&llc sector dealing 
vlth Dr. Ifartin Luther King, Jt^ , and his assassination. 
Ihcluded in this category were a viewing of the Coluihia 
Broadcasting System *6 program cn the death of King in Its series 
"Ihe Assassins," a National Broadcasting Ccnpany **IoQorro(/' 
program of April A, 1974, and perusal of books and articles 
on the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the role 
of the FBI in relation to the marder of Dr. King (see 
Bibliography, App. A,Gc. 6)* Ibis lead to some mluable 
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evidentiary ositerlal - principally the oral and vritten 
■tatflxents of Jaoes Earl Biy - %ihidi was used to buttress 
the reoonstiuctiai of tht facts of tha nsrder'and of the 
FBI investigation. 

Some 30 IntervlcMS were ccnducted, principally in 
the assassination phase of the task force stutfy. They were 
helpful in suppleoentlxig the results of interviews done 
during the nurder Investigatiaa. 

During the review of the Mecphis Field Office files, 
en on-site Inspection of the crime scene «as conducted and 
the esdiibits in the office of the Clezk of the County Court 
for Shelby County* Tennessee, were examined. 
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II. TOE ASSASSmXICN INVESTIGmON 
A. Events SiirrCTindlng April 4. 1968 
1. The Poor People's Caapalgn 

lb wderstand the movenents of Dr. King during this 
critical period, it is necessary to briefly discuss the 
Poor People's Canpaign (F0O^> originally called the 
Ibshington Spring Project in trfiich he and the SCI£ were ixrvolved. 
POCMl was scheduled to begin tie first week of i^ril 1968, 
and involved recruiting some 3,000 poor imeoployed blacks 
&cm 16 localities in Mte Uhited States for ttte purpose of 
going to Uashington, D.C. , and petitioning the government to 
inprove their economic status (HQ 157-8428>51) . 

The plan vas to cmp on the Washix>gton Monunent or 
Lincoln hfenorial grounds (HQ 157-8428-132) . Curing the first 
and second vecks, deoiands would be tnade of congressmen and 
heads of departments, such as the Secretary of Labor. If the 
demands were not met, nonviolent demonstrations were to be 
conducted OiQ 157-8428-109). 

Dr. King's planned travel schedule for February and 
March included trips to 9 major cities and visits to various 
points in Mississippi, Alabama. South CSarolina, North Carolina 
and Virginia (HQ 157 8428-75) . By mid February Dr. King had 
become discouraged %dth the lack of progress in recruitix^ and 
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training deionstrators (HQ 157-8428-206) . Curing this low 
point in the KXDAM Dr. Kli^ vas pursuaded to alter his plans 
and tx> gp to Msiphls. Tennessee, in mppoirt of a strike involving 
tlie city's sanitation workers. 

2. Menphis Sanitation Worker's Strike 

Ob February 12. 1968, approximately 1,000 sanitation 
workers cnployed by die city of Mophls called a wildcat 
strike. Ihe strikers were represented by Local 1733 of the 
Anerican Federation of State, Ootzi^ and Mzilcipal &qployees 
vho demanded exdxjsive recognition of tiie union as bargaining 
agent, setting up grievance procedures, wage inprovements, 
payroll deduction of unicn dues, and a praootion s^tem as well 
as a pension, hospitalization and life -insurance prpgraci. 
(HQ 157-9146-Xl) . 

The NAACP intervened in the strike because all of 
the sanitation workers, excluding drivers, were black. A 
militant yoiz\g black power group knoun as the Invaders was 
similarly interested in the strike. The group consisted of 
about 15 members, mostly high school dropouts, and vas a cell 
of a larger group tmoun as Black Organizing Power (BOP) headed 
by Charles L. Cabbage and John B. Sbiith. The alleged purpose 
of BOP «as to stimulate a sense of black identic, black pride 
and black consciousness in yoiffg blacks. 
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Ihe strikers «ere also Kppoctad by a group of black 
nixdsters. connected with the MenfMs tntenSenoBdratisnal 
Ministerial Alliance. \ibo adopted the catoe dME (CoDnuni^ on 
the Msve for Equallqr) . It vas meobers of this gro^ tiiat 
were instmnental in bringing It. King to Mmphis. On Vardti 3. 
1968, tht Reverend James M. lacwscn, Jr. , pastor of the 
Centenary Meth>dist Qurch.^Meaphis, and meoiber of OQME, stated 
on a television program (UHBQ-IV) that he rented to bring 
Dr. King (and other heads of civil rights organizations) to 
HeQ|>hls in an effort to unify the entire blade cannjnlty 
behind the demands of the strikers (HQ 157-9146-X23) . Ihe 
intervention of these various black camunity organizations 
caused the city of Mecaphis to be ccncemed about the racial 
overtones of the strike and the posslbili^ of violence 
OIQ 1S7-9146-X1). 

Dr. King made his first visit to Menphis in support 
of the strike on the ni^ of Murch 18, 1968. On that occasion, 
in addressing an estimated croud of 9.000 to 12,000 people at 
a rally sponsored by OQC at the Mason Teople, he called for 
a general protest day on March 22, 1968. All blacks were asked 
not to go to vork or school on that day and were urged to 
participate in a massive dovcxtown march. Dr. King snd his 
party stayed at the Lorraine Mstel, 406 MUlberry Street, on 
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the of March 18. 1968 and left Meoiphis shorcly before 
tioon on Murch 19. 1968. ostensibly to go to ^ State of 
Mississippi in connection vith tie FOCAM QXl 157-9146-X39) . 

l!he City of MEophis was virtually paralyzed by a 
16-inch snowfall on March 22, 1968. resulting in the post- 
ponenent of the planned mass inarch to March 28. 1%8. Dr. King 
returned to Meophls on the 28th, arriving at the airport at 
apprcodinately 10:22a.m. By that tine apprcodnately 5,000 to 
6.000 people, about half of \ioai were of school age. had 
congr^ted at tlie Cl^bom Tecple (located at 280 Itemando St.) 
for the start of the march. According to the plan of the mardi. 
the sanitation vorkers were in front with the remainder of the 
people following bdiind. The march was to proceed north on 
Hernando to fieale Street, thence west on geale Street to 
Main Street and north on ^in Street to City Hall. 

Tt\& march got undervoay at approximately llcOOa.m. and 
had proceeded to Hernando and Beale before it was joined by 
Dr. King. When ^ front of the mardi (led by Sr. King) 
readied Hain Street, teenagers and youi^ adults at the rear 
of the march near Third and Beale (tuo blocks from the front 
of the march) ripped the si^is off their poles and b^an 
breaklj^ store windows and looting. Mass confusion de>7eloped 
and the police moved in to quell the disturbance. Ihe 



-17- 



disruption of the narch caused Dr. King's aides to caonandeer 
■n autosobile, and Dr. Kliig and his party were escorted by 
police to the Sivennont Hotel operated ty Holiday Inns of 
Anerica. (HQ 157>9146-45) . Ikr. Kii% left the march at 
ll:15a.ni. and checked Into the Rivexxoont Hotel at 11:24a.m. 
\9here he stayed mtil Murdi 29, 1968. Dr. Kii^g and his party 
were scheduled to return to Atlanta on March 28. 1968. at 
9:0Sp.m. via Eastern Airlines and %«ere scheduled Id leave 
Atlanta die morning of Macrch 29. 1968. for Baltisore 
(HQ 157-9146-45). Thus, renaining in Meiiphis on the nig|ht 
of the 28di was a change in plans. 

Ihe city ordered a 7:00p.m. curfew and approximately 
3.500 members of the Tennessee National Guard were called out 
to end the violence. During the disturbance four blacks were 
shot, one fatally; approximately 150 fixes were set; and over 
300 persons were arrested. ApproKimately one percent of the 
marchers engaged in looting and violence and many of these viere 
people Who were criminally Inclined and \itio had been in previous 
trouble. The March 29, 1968, issue of the Maiphis "CoDxnercial 
Appesl" reported that many of the looters and vindotf breakers 
vere black power advocates and that several uore jackets of 
the "Invaders**. However, other sources, including Lieutenant 
E.H. Arkin of the Manphis Police D^arttnent, indicated that 
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nany hig^ school a^e students had put the vord "Invaders" on 
their jackets for effect and \9ere not xwcessarily affiliated 
with the BCP ncvanent (HQ 157-9146-45) . The violence and 
disruption of the march vas of great concern to Or. Kisig 
because of the possible effect it nd.^ have on the planned 
FOCAM. Therefore, he vowed to return to Mai^phis and 
deosnstrate that he had not lost his effectiveness in 
leadizig nonviolent inarches. 

tv. King, together with his SQjC staff, returned to 
Meophis on i^>ril 3, 1968, at 10:33a.in. After a press 
conference at the airport, the groi^ proceeded to the Lorraine 
H)tel, arriving there at approociinately ll:20a.in. At about 
12:05p.m. Dr. Klx^ left the Lnrraine Matel for a meeting at 
the Centenary Methodist Church (Security and Surveillance B^t. 
of CP. Tines, Inspector, Meofihis Police Departznent, dated 
July 17, 1968). Dr. Ki3>g announced at this meeting that his 
purpose in returning to Meaphis was to lead a mass march on 
Aprxi. D, 1:^0 ^ 4J/-yiH0-9 p.o;. 

However, on April 3, 1968, United States District 
Court Judlge Bail^ Brown issued a teoporaxy restraining order 
against fijrther marches in Menphis (HQ 157-9146-9, p.l). 
Dr. King returned to the LDrraine Mstel at 2:25p.m. and sometime 
that afternoon Federal Marshals served him and his aides with 
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the rescraixdxig order. (Security and Surveillance Repc. of 
G.P. Tines. Itepector, Meonpihis Bollce Departaent, dated 
17. 1968). 

At ^sproacimately 4:00p.m. Dr. Kii% and the SCLC staff 
net with the BOP grcn^ at \^ch time Charles Cabbage requested 
money to Institute BOP plans to start e "liberation School" 
and a '^lack 0>-op'\ Sr. King agreed to \ise his influence 
to secure funds for BOP and Rev. Andrew Young agreed to help 
urlte \3p s plsi< It is believed these concessions wen w Mf^a 
to BOP in order to keep than in line and prevent ttiea ftca 
following e violent pattern. OK) 157-91A6-9. p. 9) 

On the ni£^t of April 3« 1968. Or. Kii« spoke to 
approxiiDately 2.000 persons at the Ifeson Tople. He enphaslzed 
that the scheduled mass march nust be held on April 8. 1968, 
to re-focus attention on die eight-week old sanitation wozkers 
strike. 

After the speech, Solomon Jones, Jr., servii^ as 
nr^ fUng's ^lauffeur ^ove Mm bsd^ to the I/srrains it>tel. 
Or. King told Jones to r^xnit bade on Thursday morning. 
April 4, 1968, at 8:3Qa.m. because he had to appear in court 
in connection %iith a restraining order, (tfec^hls 44-1987-2322 
p.51.) 
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3. Dr. King's Activities on AprU 4. 1968 

According to Hrs. Georgia M. Qacvls of Louisville, 
Kentud^ (FBI intervifw: HQ File 44-38861-2634, p.2d) she. 
Rev. A.D. Uillians King. (Dr. King's brother) end Mrs. Lucie 
Ward arrived in Msiphis on April 4. 1968, frcci Florida and 
roistered at the Lorraine Mstel at approximately l:00a.in. 
\3paei inquiring about i:r. King, they were told that be was 
attending a strategy meeting at a church. The three then 
vent to the church, but Dr. King «as not there. 

Returning to the motel, Dr. King's brother, 
Iks, Devis and Mrs. Ward conversed in rocm 207 xintil they 
observed Dr. King, along vith Reverends Ralph Abemathy 
and Bernard Lee, getting out of a taxLcab in the motel 
courtyard at about 4:30a.m. Dr. Kii^ was invited to roan 207 
vhere he visited with his brother, Mrs. Davis and Hrs. Ward 
until about 5:00a.m. He then went to room 306 \4iere he and 
Rev. Abematixy were roistered. About a half hour later 
He, King went to xocm 201 where he visited with Mrs. Davis 
for approximately one hour. Afterwards he returned to room 
306 for a strategy meeting sdieduled for 8:00a.m. 

Solonon Jones, Jr., Dr. King's chauffer, returned 
to the Lorraine M>tel at about 8:30a.m. to take him to court. 
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However, Rev. Andref Yoizig advdsed Jones that he was goi:ig to 
court lz£ testd of Dr. King, ^isrefcre Jsnes fss sesjuested 
to reoain at the notel. CaCl 44-38861-2322, p.Sl). * 

13c. King remained at the nctel the entire day, 
retumir^ to roan 201 at about 1:30p.m. to visit Mrs. Davis. 
He was later Joined in rocm 201 by his brother. Mrs. Ward, 
Abemathy, Lee, Yooig. and Attorney Chauncey Eskridge. 
Ihe grcnjip ocnversed mtil about 5:45p.m. \A\en Dr. King 
announced they vere gping to dixvuer at the hooe of 
Rev. BUly Kyles (HQ 44-38861-2634, p. 23). Btroute to 
rocm 306 to dress. Dr. King sav Solonon Jones, Jr. in the 
motel courtyard and told him to start the car as d«y were 
preparii^g to go to dinner (HQ 44-38861-2322, p. 52). 



*/ mere is a discrepancy in tlie exact time Dr. King returned 
to rocm 306. Itrs. Davis places the time at 5:45p.m. However, 
in an FBI interview. Sev. Abemathy stated that on April 4. 
1968. he and Dr. Kir« did not leave the motel and spent nost 
of the day in rocm 306. He further stated that he and Dr. King 
had been gone from their rocm for approximately one hour or 
less yJtien they returned to the room at about 5:30p.m. to get 
dressed for dixner at the heme of Rev. Billy KVles. (HQ 44-38861 
2322, p.48). 



-22 



At approximately 6:00p.in. Dr. Xing and Rev. Abemathy 
•carted to leave zoom 306. Bev. Abeniath/ stopped for a 
ociDent end T3e. King walked out onto the balcony just outside 
tttt door to the room (HQ 44-38861-2322, p.46). He saw Jones 
standing beside the ear on the ground level and b^gan a 
conversation about the weather. Jones advised Dr. King 
that he shoild put on a topcoat as it was cool outside. 
During tills conversatian. Dr. King was facing west and Jones 
Mas facing east and looking up at Dr. King from the ground 
level. As Vc. King acknowledged Jones* about getting 

his topuiatt Jones heard a sound miIui he thought ms a fire 
cracker and D:, King fell to the floor of the balcony in front 
of zoom 306. Jones inin&r.iately called for help and a number 
of Dr. King's aides, \ibo were either in their rooms or standing 
in the courtyard, rushed to his side (HQ A4-38861-2322. p. 52). 



^/ Some critics of the FBI investigation have speculated that 
Solomon Jones, Jr. set Dr. King yjp for the assassination by 
mduly detaining him cm the balcony. Nothing in the evidence 
reviewed by the task force lends any credence to such speculation. 
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4. fBI Intelligence and Local Polioe Activities 

a. fBI Informants. Robert G. Jensen, the ^lecial 
Agent in Charge of the HeR^ahis Field Office, and Jooefh 
Hester, case agent for MJSKIN, have tneguivocally assured 
the ta^ force that there was no electronic surveillance of 
Dr. King in Meir(^s« It was esqplained that Menphis was not in 
the xnainstxeam of Dr. King's SOC activities (Interview 
of Special Agent Joe Hester, June 23, 1976, i^.B)« 
However, fBI agents did cbser^ the sanitation worker's 
strike activities for intelligenoe purposes and the Men^shis 
Police Deparonent (rCD) and oonf idmtial paid infoniants did 
svpply information to the field office (Intenrie^^ of fozmer 
SAC Robert Jensen, July 7, 1976, App.B) . 

Our investigation disclosed that there were five paid 
confidential infonnants providing intelligence regarding the 
racial situation to the Menphis Field Office on a continuing 
basis. The intelligence coverage provided by these individuals 
related to the activities of the Nation of Islan, Blade Stucfents 
Association of MSU, Students for a Democratic Society, Black 
Organizing Power, Black United Front, Afro-American Brother* 
hood. Invaders and the sanitation workers strike. There is 



no evidence tbat the activities of these informants related 
^jnectly to Morsovo'^ is no gNddence 

that uould suggest that these infomants vere connected in 
any way \Atti the assassination of Dr. King* (K) 134^11867; 
170-1841; 170-1922; 170-2530 and 137-4885.) 

b, MPD Infiltration of tbe Invaders, In addition 
to the paid FBI inf oxiiiants , an officer of the MPD infiltrated . 
the Livaders in an mdercover operation. The officer ^itio was 
later exposed and is no longer with the VPD, was interviewed 
by the task force. The vndercover assignment began in 
Fdisrjary of 1968 for the specific purpose of infiltrating 
the Naders j^X) became active about the same tine of the 
sanitation workers strike. According to the officer the 
IffD vas primarily interested in the Ixivad^srs, not Dr. King» 
because the MED was concerned about what they might do. Ihe 
police officer was« in fact», accepted as a menber of the 
Invaders and participated in their activities. On the 
evening of April 4« 1968^ \Aien Dr. King was shot» the informant 
had been on a shoppiz^ trip widi Reverend James Bevel and 
Revs^end JmBs Ormgia. The informait said he reunmed 
to the Lorraine Motel at approximately 5:00p.m. and was 
standix^g In the motel courtyard at the time Dr. King was 
ahot. He is positive that the shot that killed Dr. King 
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came from the rear of the buildings vhich fraac on South 
Main Street. 

c. MPD Surveillance Detail and Benoval d Detective 
Redditt from Duty. Fran the time of Dr. King's return 
to MBophis on April 3, 1968, mtil the tine of his 
assassination, he was aider pliyslcal surveillsnce by the 
MPD. Ujpon learning of Dr. King's flight schedule. Inspector 
G.F. Tines of the MED Aispectianal Bureau instnicted two 
blade plainclothes officers, Detective Edrard E. ReddLtt and 
Patrolman Willie B. Mdnond. to go to the airport to observe 
the arrival of Dr. King and to keep him mder continjous 
surveillance In order to see with \ibcai he cane in contact. 
According to Inspector Tines, the surveillance was ordered 
because Dr. King was a oontxDverslal figure and had met with 
local black militants on his prior visit to Mesphis . Vtiile 
at the airpor t a Mcs. Thomas. Mattheus pointed her finger at 
Redditt and told him that she was going to get him. 0beport 
of 6.P. Tines. July 17. 1968, Se: Security and Surveillance 
of Dr. tSxtg, Jpp. B.) 



*/ Ihe removal of Redditt from duty was cited as one of the 
o&aes for tibe House Select Ccmmittee to investigate die 
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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In addition to the surveillance detail,^ Assistant 
Qiief of Police V.P. Huston ordered a detail of four sen, 
ocnnended by Inspector Don H. Sknith, to go to die' airport 
for the purpose of providing security for Dr. King. Uhile 
«aitiz\g for Sr. King to arrive, Mrs. thomas Matthews 
advised Lieutenant George K. Davis that she had conie to the 
airport to pick up Dr. King and that no one had asked for 
police to be assigned to him. Inspector Stadth also asked 
Beversid James Lawson ^ere they were gping \ibea. they left 
the airport and he relied: *Ve have not fially made \jp our 
minds." Nevertheless, when Dr. King snd his par^ left the 
aizport. Inspector Smith and his men folloued them to the 
lisrraine Mstel, arrivir^ there at approximately ll:2Qa.m. 
With the assistance of Inspector J.S. Gaglian and two other 
officers. Inspector Snith and his men secured the entrances 
to the motel. 

Dr. King and his party left the lorraine Mstel at 
approximately 12:05p.m. and were folloued by the security 
detail to the Centenary Methodist Church vihere a meeting 
was held. Ihe detail secured the front and rear entrances 
of the Church until approximately 2:l^.m. vhen Dr. King and 
his group returned to tihe motel. The security (tetail then 
returned to the motel area and resisted their positions until 
they were ordered to headquarters by Chief J.C. Macdonald 
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at approximately 5:05p.in. ^ispector CP. Tinad statad in 
his repor t that ha vas not conferred witii and has no idea 
«liy the security detail was ramoved frcm Dr. Kix^ after 
3:05p.m. fbrmer oiief Hacdonald has no present recollection 
of the security detail (Interview of Jatoes C. Macdonald, 
formgr Qrief JffD, T>»f*oni>air 37 . 19?6i i^p. B,) 3he Seoirity 

detail «BS not resuned on iptil 4, 1968, (Reports of 
Inspectors Don H. Sooitli and J.S. Gagllano as incorporated 
in Report of Inspector G.P. Tines, supra .) 

As a separate actlvlQ' fraa. tiie security detail. 
Detective Reddltt and Patrolntan Ridmond went to the airport 
on Jlpril 3rd and observed Dr. King's arrival, llhen Dr. King 
left the airport tbey followed him to the Lorraine Hotel 
and learned ^t he was registered in xoco 306. Bedditt 

fcglephonsd H Aa Apia r i g r g mA irtf amt tA ^tsperter uhg*-® 

Dr. King was staying. At approximately 12:05p.m. Reddltt 
and Richaond followed Dr. King and his party to the 
Centenary Mediodist Church \ibere a closed meeting of 
approximately 30 black ministers was scheduled. Reddltt 
again called headquarters and advised his exteriors of his 
location. Reddltt was instructed to leave Ridnond at the 
church and for him to return to the area of the lorraine 
H>tal for the purpose of f indixtg a suitable place vhere 
close sisvelllance eou^d be kept on tiie motel. Ridnond 
remained at the Centenary Methodist Church until the 
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neetlxig was over at appzDximately 2:l^.in. Idchnond then 
vent to Clayboxn Taiple \A«re he thou^t Dr. King vould 
address the sanitation vorkers prior to a scheduled 3:0Qp.m. 
march. However, Dr. King did not make an appearance there. 
Richmond telephoned headquarters at about 3:30p.tn. and vsas 
advised that Dr. Kii^g had returned to the motel and that 
Sedditt had set xjp a surveillance post at Fire Station No. 2, 
located at South Main and Butler streets. Richnond 
imnediately left Qaytom Temple and Joined Bedditt at the 
fire station. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Richnond, 
^il 9. 1968, MPD Statements. State v. James Earl Ray 
p. 1444). 

The rear of Fire Station No. 2 overlooks the Lorraine 
Motel and provided an excellent vantage point ydhexe Redditt 
and Richnond could observe Dr. Kii% and his associates as 
they entered and left the motel. On April 3, 1968, Redditt 
and Richnond raoained at their observation post mtil 6:35p.m. 
at M.dti time they were relieved by lieutenant E.H. Arkin 
and Lieutenant J.V. Papia of the MPD Internal Securi^ Bureau. 
(Statemoit of Edward E. Redditt, April 10. 1968. MPD Statements, 
State vs. Janes Earl Ray p. 1453). 

After leavix^ theix observation post, Redditt and 
Richnond went to the Itison Tenple v^re Dr. King was 
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scheduled to address e mass xaeeting. Shortly after they 
arrived at the teiple. Redditt was approached by Reverend 
MalcoDb D. Blackburn and told that the wrd was 6ut that 

ftlS WVV^ 4*4 9WO^*M4 iW^XL AA/^^OI^A^ 4 

spylr^ with binoculars. Beverend Blackburn also advised 
Richmond that the tesple 

because the tension «as too high. Fearing they would be 
e^sed, Bedditt and Blchaond left the meeting at approxiinately 
8:50p.m. (Beport of Inspector G.F. Tines.) 

Bedditt and Richnsnd resuDed their surveillance 
of the Lorraine M?tel from Fire Station Nb. 2 on ^il 4, 
1968, at 10:30a.m. At approximately 12; 50p.m. Bedditt 

Stated that he ves doing the black people \i)rong, and they 
were gping to do him wrong. (Interview of Edward E. Bedditt, 
AprU 10. 1968.) 

At approxiinately 4:0(^.m. , Bedditt was ordered by 
teleptone to leave the fire station and rqsort to headquarters 
where he was advised that threats had been made on his life. 
He wes, therefore, ordered to move his faoiily into a motel 
\inder an assuned nane by Frank HoUoroan. former Director 

HoUoman. Septonber 15, 1976. App. B.) Bedditt was taken 
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home in a squad car, but refused to ccve his family because 
o£ a sick relative. At abouct the time the squad car arrived 
In firont of Redditt's residence, it was announced 'on the 
radio that Dr. Kins had been shot. After a coqple of days, 
Redditt did not hear any nore about the threat on his life. 
(Interview of Edward E. Redditt. July 8, 1976. App. B.) 

In our efforts to trace the source of the threat, we 
have found tiiat Ihillp R. Maxuel. an investigator with the 
Servate Investigating Gocmdttee, chaired \sf Senator McClellan 
was in Meophis on April 4, 1968. While at the MPD Mazuel 
advised them based on a telephone call to his office in 
Washington, that the Ser^te Cocmittee Staff had infozization 
fron an infonnant in Mississippi that the Mississippi 
Iteedotn Danocratic Party had made plans to kill a '*Negro 
lieutenant" inMespbis. Manuel left Maiphis on a 3:30p.m. 
flijiht to WEashington and the next day (April 5. 1968) he 
telephoned the MPD and advised them that the threat was on 
d)e life of a "Negro lieutenant*' in Ibxncville radier than 
Mecophis. (RQ)ort of Inspector 6.?. Tines, July 17, 1968. 
supra .) 

ndlip R. Manuel neither has a present recollection 
of providing the Information r yarding the threat to the MPD, 
nor does he have a menorandun of the event. However, he 
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oonf izmed that he vbs in Mmphis and visited tht MPD at 
the tine stated and that his office did have a Mississippi 
source. Mareo v er, he said ttut events sounded fandlar and 
he believed the MPD reccrds were correct. (Interview of 
Philip R. Itouel, S^taaber 28. 1976, ilpp. B.) 

Although Redditt was Telleved fran duty at Fire 
Station No. 2, Rlchaond remained there and continued to 
observe «ho entered and left the motel. At ^raximately 
6:00p.m. Rlchaond saw Dr. King leave his toom and «elk 
to the handrail on the balcony. The Beverend Billy Kyles 
vas standing off to Sr. King's rlg^t. Pn instant later 
Rlchaond heard a loud sound similar to a shot and aaa 
Dr. King fftll back from the handrail and put his hand ^> 
to his head. At approximately 6:01p.m. Rlchnond tel^honed 
headquarters and reported that Dr. King had been shot. 
He vas instructed to zenain at the fixe staticn. Ridixnd 
tiMn yelled to meni>ers of a MPD tactical squad (vAiich had 
stopped at the station a few mooients earlier) that he 
believed Dr. King had been shot. He dien ran to the front 
of the fire station and lodced north and south on South Mkin 
Street, but did not see anyone running or walking, except 
fiiB men In the tactical squad \itio left tiie fire station 
zunnix^ in different directions. Shortly thereafter. 
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obtain J. G. Ray arrived at the fire station and instructed 
Richnond to go to headquarters and make a detailed report 
of what he had seen. (Interview of Patrolman W.B. Ridinond, 
AprU 9. 1968, aupra .) 

d. Details of TWp Black Firanen from Fire Station 
Hp. 2 .*/ As of i^rU 3. 1968, NorveU E. Wallace and Floyd E. 
NeMsutt were die only black f iretnoi assi^ed to Fire Station 
No. 2 of the Moiphis Fire Department (bffD) . Wallace vas 
wmidng tiie night shift on ^il 3rd and Newsun was scheduled 
to report for ^ day shift on April 4th. Both of these 
individials actively rjppdrted the sanitation workers strike, 
attending their rallies and making financial contributions. 

Li our interview of Wallace (Interview July 8, 1976 
App. B.) he stated that at about 10:00 or 10:30 on the night 
of ^11 3rd his captain told him Hat a call had come in 
requesting t^t a man be detailed to Fire Station No. 33. 
He VBS imnediately detailed to No. 33 although it was raining 
and he was preparing to go to bed. Wallace further stated 
that %Mle Fire Station No. 33 vas understaffed as a \^le, 
diere «es no shortage of personnel for the punp truck on \iMch 
he wrked. Otherwise, he does not know vhy he was detailed. 



^ The details of the black firemen from Fire Station No. 2 is 
a second reason cited as a basis for the House Select Cccnattee 
to investigate the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Also, on the night of itprll 3rd Firanan Newsiin« in 
a \iiolly personal capacity, attended a rally at the Ibson 
Tecple idtyere He. King tnade his last speech. When he retorned 
heme (about 10:3Qp.m*) there Mas a message for him to call 
Lt, J. Sbith at the fire departz&ent. \ilhen he called, 
Lc. Js aoith ordered h±n to report to Fire Station No* 31 
on the Homing of April 4th rather than Fire Station ITo. 2. 
Newsim claims that Fire Station Mo. 31 was overstrength at 
the time and his detail made his cozpany short. Moreover, 
he says he never has received a satisfactory explanation 
\^ he vas detailed. However, he did say that Lt. Bamett 
at one time told him ha was detailed at the request of the 
police. (Interview of Floyd E. Stewsun, July 8, 1976^ 
App. B.) 

Ii^erviews of past and i^essit mrab@rs of the MFD hrve 
failed to disclose the Individual vHno initiated the order or 
the reason for detailing Wallace and Newsum. According to 
former Lt. Jack Stnith, he received a telephone call between 
3:00p.m. and 5:00p .m. on Apzll 3, 1968, frcBQ either Captain 
James T. Bai^ or foxmer Assistant Chief Arthur J. Rivalto 
in ttie personnel department specifically requesting that 
Hewsun be detailed. Vo reascRi \«s given for detail. 
Sknith said he Imnediately called Newsun. but Neusm was not 
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fac3me. Therefore, Smith left a message fco: Neusoa to call 
the fixe station. Neusum called about 10:3Qp.iD. and StaLth 
advised him of tiie detail (Interview of Jack Sknith, dated 
Sflpteoober 27, 1976). 

Wallace's ocjBinar^ing officer, then Captain R.T. 
Johnson, lilcfiwlse stated that he received a telephone 
call fircD someone in the personnel department requesting 
him to detail Uallace. However. Johnson has no present 
recollection of ^ the individual vas that made the 
request. (Ihtervieir of ILT. Johnson, Deputy Chief, MeEi(>his 
Fire Department, December 21, 1976. f^. B.) 

Neither Captain 3a£ty nor foxoer Assistant Chief 
Rivalto has any present recollection of the detail of 
Wallace or Ne^sun. Captain Baity indicated that any 
district oiief could have ordered the men moved (Interview 
of Jaaies T. Baity, September 27, 1976, >^p. B). Also, 
former Assistant Chief Rivalto said the fire department 
fiiif ted people arowd all the tine \ilxsn a ccnpany becane 
under stxengdi because of sldness. etc. (^terview of 
Arthur J. Rivalto, Septonber 27, 1976, App. 'B). 

Similarly, the former Chief of the HFD, Eduard A. 
Hamilton, has no recollection of the details . He speculated 
that the men could have been detailed for a "fill in" to 
fariz^ « coDpai^ \3p to strength (IDntervlew of Eduard A. 
Hanilton, S^tember 27, 1976. App. B). 
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Ihe MFD Screnth Reporc^Flrefi^cing Personnel for 
Shift "A", Bactalions One and Ei^. dated Z, 1968 
(attached to Beintervlew of Janes R. Boatwright, October 20. 
1976« App, B) show that Wallace's Coo^sany No. 2 at Fire 
Station Mo. 2 vbs operating at nizvlnua strength (five xoen) 
after he tas detailed; vAiereas Oan^iany No. 33 to \Mch he 
vas detailed operated at one over the mirtimn strei^th 
(four men) after the detail. Ulcewise. the Strength Report 
for Shift "B" for Battalions One and IVoo. dated April 4, 
1968 (Also attached to the Boaturight interview of October 20, 
1976) show that Newsun*s Caapaay No. 55 at Fire Station No. 2 
VBS operating at minirun strength (five men) after the detail « 
but Goo^azx^ 31 to \^iidi he ves detailed operated at one over 
the mfniiTMii strength (four men) after the detail. 

Houever» fanner Degmty Chief James 0. Bamett stated 
that the people on the securl^ detail operating out of 
the fire station probably felt better vithout Wallace and 
Newsun around (Interview of James 0. Bamett, Septeniber 27, 
1976.) On thR other hand. Assistant Qiief Janes R. Boatwrig^ht 
C9q>lained that they were having a very tense situation at 
the tine; that a xunber of threatenix^g calls had been 
received at Fixe Station No. 2; and that the consensus of 
opinion was that Wallace and Neusum were detail^ for their 
own protection, since th^ were tha only black firemen assigned 
to that station (bterview of James R. Boatwrlght. September 23. 
1976). 
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In this connectiGn MPD Patrolman Willie B. Hichoond 
and fonner Detective Eduard E. Beddltt, tAo conducted the 
surveillance of Dr. King and his associates tran the fire 
•tation, were recontacted md specifically asked ^dwr 
they had requested tliat Wallace and Neusxin be decalled. 
Both Richmond and Beddltt denied that they nade sudi a 
request or had knowledge of any one else In the police 
departinent toaking such a request (Feintervieus of Blchoond 
and Beddltt, Septate 28, 1976, App. B). 

Our investigation has not disclosed any evidence 
that the detail of Wallace and Newsun «es in any way 
connected widi the assasi-iziation of Dr. King. Houever, 
the circisnstances surroiziding the details strongly suggest 
that both men were detailed because they supported the 
sanitation workers and vere considered to be a threat to 
the security of the surveillance of Dr. King conducted from 
the fire station by Patrolman Rldnond and Detective Beddltt. 

e. MPD Tactical thlts- Ihelr Deployment and 
Activities on the Evening of April 4. 1968 . When the sanitation 
vorkers of Menidils be^tn their strike in February of 1968, the 
MPD eithtf organized or beefed up various tactical units. 
Generally, each of tiiese mits consisted of 12 law enforcement 
officers fran the MPD and the Shelby Oomty Sheriff's Department. 
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These unics vere ozganized for the purpose of «voldixig riots 
vhich other cities, sudi as Detroit, had esq^erlenced (Interview 
of Track Nolloioan, fanner Director of Fire and Bolice for the 
City of Mecphls. Septehber IS. 1976. App- B). Ibciinents 
obtaixied from the State's Attorney General (Item 9 fran UPD 
Miscellaneous Records) show tiiat on tiie evening of April 4, 
1968, at the tine Dr. King was shot, there were nine tactical 
tnits in service at various locations as follows: 

Tact Ihitjto. Street locations 



6 Unas and North Vafl/uay 

8 Jackson and Watkins 

99 Chelsea and Uaticins 

10 Main and Butler 

11 Georgia and Orleans 

12 ^^^iSS ^ Latham 

13 Bellevue and Effie 

17 Thioa and Bellevue 

18 Pburtli and Gayos 



In addition to the tactical units, the docinents 
obtained from the State's Attorney General ahow that there 
were ten regular police cars (with 3 to 4 men per car) in 
the general area of the li>rraine Motel. These cars were 
at the following locations at tine Dr. King was shot: 
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Car Ho. 


Street Locatlcxis 


224 


Main and Beale 


228 


Third and Poplar 


232 


Fourth and Butler 


230 


Uiion and Front 


236 


third and Belz 


245 


Second and Gayoso 


247 


Qnii|> and Barton 


365 


Laxmar and Bellevue 


367 


Poplar and Cleveland 


369 


Lindsn and East 



The nap (Part of Item 9 frcm IVD Miscellaneous 
Records, see App. A. Ex. 1} shows that Tact Uhits 10 and 18 
vera vlthin a radius of one mile of the crime sceie (200 
blodc of Milberry Street) at the time of the shooting; and 
Tact Ihlts 6,11 and 12 were within a radius of two miles 
of the scene, l^t Uiits 7,14,15 and 16 were located outside 
the boundaries of the map and are not shown. Cars number 
224,230,232,245 and 247 were within a radius of one mile of 
the scene and cars nuiber 228 and 369 were within a radius 
of two miles. However, cars nmibez 236,365 and 367 were 
outside the boundaries of the map. 

Particular ecphasls is given to Tact tkdt 10 and 
the activities of its moi, as this xnit «bs located at 
Fire Station No. 2 (S. Ibin and Butler) at the time of the 
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8hootiz)g. On the afternoon of April 4. 1968. Tact Ihlt 10, 
consisting of three cars and 12 men stopped at Fixe Station 
No. 2 for a rest break at proximately 5:^.ib. 'The tsiit 
was camanded by Lt. Judson E. Ghoxsnley of the Shelby Couity 
Sheriff's I)q)art]nent. The odier ooobers of the unit included 
Deputies W.A. DuFour. W.J. Berry, Verran Dollahite, ILJJ. Baker 
and Ronald Mal^ of the sheriff's d^artment; and Patrolmen 
Carroll IXzm, William Gross, Jason Ifcrris, Bam^ Wright. 
Bnnett Douglass and Ibrrance landers of the MPD. 

Interviews of the above naned men Indicate that yJtvai 
the xjnit arrived at the fire station, the cars vere parked 
on the north side of the fixe station entrance vith the lead 
car actually obstructix^ the sideualk. The second car was 
parked directly behind 1^ lead car and the third car was 
double parked alongside these two cars. ^IPD Stateoents, 
State V. Janes Earl Bay .- DuFour p. 1449; Berry p. 1450; 
QiormLey pp.1451 and 1532; DoUahite pp.1455 and 1505; 
Dunn p. 1457; Gross p. 1460; Harris p. 1463; Wrigiht p. 1466; 
Baker p. 1468; Douglass p. 1469; Landers p. 1471 and Maley 
p. 1480.) 

While P&trolDBn Douglass remained wLth the lead car 
to monitor the radio, all of the other men went into the fire 
station to take a break. When the shot tras fired that killed 
Dr. King (at approximately 6:01p.m.). these men were at various 



-40- 



locfttlons in the fixe station drixiking coffee, making telephone 
calls, etc. Fatrolsan Richnond. vho ws manni2>g tlie surveillance 
post in the rear of the station, yelled throughout the station 
that Dr. King had been shot. The imbers of die tact isiit, 
some of %ton had heard the shot, all ran out the north side 
of the fire station and then east touard the rear of the fire 
station and the Lsrraine Ibtel. (See diagrsra of crime scene, 
App. A. Ex. 2). 

Patrolman Douglass, \A)d had remained in the lead car 
to Qonitor the radio, heard the shot when it was fired. He 
imnediately got out of the car and ran touard the rear of the 
fire station %A.tti the ether men. After Patrolman Douglass 
realized ^lihat had happ£:.ed, he returned to the lead car, along 
with Patrolman Wri^t, and radioed the dispatcher that Dr. King 
had been shot. Douglass aand Wright then drove the lead car 
south on S. Main to E. Butler, east on E. Butler to Hilberxy 
and north on Hilberxy to the entrance of the Lorraine Motel. 
D(X(glass and Wright later drove the car, acooo^^anied by one 
or Gdo otfier unidentified officers, north on Malberxy to 
Ruling, west on Hulix^ to S. Main and south on S. Main to the 
front of the buildings located just north of the fire station. 

*/ There are conflicts in the statanents of Douglass, Wright 
tt]d Ghotmley. Douglass stated that Ghormley and other isiidencified 
officers got in the car with him at the fire station and they drove 
to the Lorraine M>tel. According to \A:ight*s version, he and 
Douglass left the fire station together and picked up one or tvro 
other unidentified officers at the Lorraine M;>tel. On the other 
hand, Ghoraley claims he turned around at the concrete wall at the 
rear of the fire station and ran to the front of t±e station and 
then north on S. Main Street. 
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The other men in the tact wit contizajed to the rear 
of the fire station to a ccxicrete retaiidi^ wall abutting 
Hilberry Street. DuFour, Dollahlte, Msrris, Baker, landers, 
Maley and Dunn clinibed down the concrete wall and ran across 
Hilbeiry Street to the Lorraine Ifotel. DuFour and Morris ran 
up the stairs to die balcony vhere Dr. King's bod/ lay. 
The people there said the shot had ccoie frGm a red brick 
building north of the fire station cn S. Hain Street. Uhile 
DuFcur renained vitii Dr. King's body until tl« snbulance came, 
Harris ran north on Mulberry to Huling and west on Huling to 
the north side of die buildings facii^g S. Main Street. Another 
officer (probably Maley or Dunn) vas alreacfy at that point, 
and Morris stopped there to assist him in securlz^ that area. 

Baker ran to the Hstel beloony ^ihere DuFour was standing 
beside Dr. King's body. He then ran back to Molberry St. and 
ran north for a distance to an alley. Baker ran Into die 
alley looking for anything suspicious. Ife noticed that 
odier members of the tact tsiit were securing a building 
(probably die bulldlz^ with its nordi end on Ailing) . 
Therefore, Baker went to die comer of Mjlberry and E. Butler 
and took \jp a position there. 

After landers learned die direction the shot cane 
from, he found a 55-gallon drun and climbed back Asp the 
concrete retalnli^g wall on Mulberry St. Into the lot on 
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vhldi the building Where the shot uas fired is located. Landers 
observed that the bathroom vindow uas partially opened and 
he saw on elderly White male cone to tint window and look out . 
He ordered him to get back frm the window. Landers also saw 
an elderly White fenale lodking out a window directly south 
of the bathroom window. He ordered her to get auay from the 
window. lenders also diecked ti)e bushes on ^ lot for 
evidence and checked the entire area for footprints. After 
other officers arrived. Landers and another MPD officer 
climbed onto the roof of a one story building ^ch backs 
up to Hilberry St. This building runs along the north side 
of the building Whence the shot was fired. Finding nothing 
on the roof, they came dyar. and started \jp an alley leading 
to a baseoent. About 10 feet the alley they found tuo 
fresh footprints in Urn mud. Landers guarded these footprints 
mtil homicide detectives arrived on the scene. Subsequently, 
a plaster case was made of each footprint . However, the 
footprints were never positively identified by either tite 
HFD or tbt iBI. 

Vport learning where the shot was fired from, tbllahite 
and Maley ran out of ^ motel courtyard, turned north on 
Mjlberry to Hulli^ and west on Hullng toward S. Main. Maley 
stopped in the center of the block and began guarding the 
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Torxh end of tiie buUdij^g. Houever, Dollflhite oontiiued xumlug 
(with gin draiun) to S. Main and tuzned south on S. Hdn. 
Dollahlte noticed a rtiAxx of patrons in Jim* a Grill at 418 
S. Main. He ran into the cafe and ordered everyone to remain 
seated and not to leave. Bollahite then stopped maentarily 
at Canipe's Aaisooent Oxnpany located at 424 S. Main where 
he observed a green bed ^ead lyix)g in the dooruey partially 
covering a blvie suitcase and a box containing a rifle. As he 
ccntlxued down S. Main a short distance near a fenced-in 
parking area, Dollahite observed Lt. Ghocmley and another 
officer TOnring north on S. Main. Dollahite turned around 
at that point and velked back to Canipe's score ahead of 
Lt. Ghormley and then crossed the street for the purpose of 
securing ^e front of the building- After he took up his 
position, Dcxiglass and Wright drove in die lead car. 

Other officers \to did not cliob doun the retaining 
wall at the rear of Che fire station and run to the motel 
are Ghoznley, Gross and Berry. After runniz>g to the 
retaining wall and observing tiie people pointing to the 
building on S. Main St., Berry came bad^ to the fire station 
entrance, J\iiped in a cruiser and drove north on S. HaSn to 
the first intersection at Huling vAiere he stopped Che car 
in the street and secured that area. 
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GhDzmley and Gross also returned to the front of 
the fire etation after first rwning to the retaining wall. 
They both turned north on S. Main and ran touerd Ruling. ! 
Ghozxnley stopped at Canipe*s Anisonent Go. %ihere he observed 
%fhat appeared to be a blanket partially covering a blxie 
suitcase and a Browning rifle box vith about a foot of the 
barrel of a rifle eqosed. 

The apparent discrq>ancies in the statanents of 
Ghomley and Eollahite can be acoomted for only the 
mass ccnfusion liiich sust have occurred inmediately after 
tiie shooting- However, it appears that Dollahite first 
observed the bmdle v^>le nsning south on S. Main with 
his gun dra«n. But, ht- contijued past Canipe*s Arnsemmt 
CQD;>any and after he sav Ghsxniley and the other officer 
ooadng north he turned arouid and took vp a position on the 
opposite side of the street from Canipe*s. 

Oliy H. Canipe, the ouner of Canipe's AnuseoKnt Go., 
infonoed Ghoxoley that a vhite male had just dropped the 
bundle in front of his door a minute or tuo earlier and had 
rm south on S. Main. Ghormlcy radioed this information to 
headquarters and stood guard over the articles. Shortly there- 
after. Ganipe told Ghormley that a white Hjstang automobile 
had left die area at a high rate of speed after the bundle was 
dropped. Ghornley also radioed this information to headquarters. 
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Accordizig to the transcript of the MPD radio tapes 
CMPD Janes Earl Bay Supplements, Attorney General** copy. 
Supplement 79, p. 1714) Tact Ihit 10 advised the dispatcher 
that Dr. King had been shot at tl£ lorraine Itotel at 6:03p.n. 
By 6:06p.iB., tiie dispatcher had ordered a circle foxned 
aroisid the lorraine M;>tel and the buildings vest of the 
motel OR S. Main. Nsreover, paGrol cars and other Tact 
Uiits had begin to arrive on the scene. At 6:07p.in. Tact 
Uiit 10 advised the dispatcher that the weapon vas in front 
of 424 S. Main and that the subject ran south on S. Main. . 
At 6:08p.m. the subject vas described as a \«ll-dressed. young, 
vhite male. At 6:10p.m. the dispatcher relayed infozmatim 
frcxn Tact Ihit 10. that tte subject had left the area in a 
late model vhite Histang. 

Khe men in the Tact Ihits and patrol cars kept the 
area sealed off » directed traffic, and chedced out suspicious 
individuals ^le detectives frcm the Hxnicide Squad investi- 
gated the scene. Inspector Nevelyn E. Zachary of the MFD 
HoDDlcide Squad arrived at the Lsrraine tt)tel at ^)proximately 
6:15p.m., and by 6:30p.m. he had taken custody of the bundle 
of articles fomd In the doorway of Canipe's Anusenent. 
Zachary turned the bwdle, except for a tee shirt and pair 
of shorts, over to the IBl at about 9:30 or 10:00p.m. Ihe 
tee shixt and shorts were also turned over to the TSl after 
the laundry marks were diecked with local laundries (Interview 
of foxmer Inq>ector Nevelyn E. Zachary, Septaiher 15. 1976, 
App. B). 
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B. The FBI Investigation Of The AssassijiadLoh 

!• Pie Deparanmt of Justloe Response gnd'fBI 
Performance 

a. The Murder , At approximately 6:00 p.m. on 
April 4, 1968t I>r. Martin Luther King, Jr.. vas standii^ 
on the balcony outside of his room at tlie Lorraine MDtel 
In Mesphls, Tennessee. Mnmpnts later. Dr. King was shot 
by a high pouer rifle and then rushed to St. Jos^h^s 
HDspltal. At 7:05 p.m. he vas pronounced &ad. The 
cause of deadi was a bullet wound tore the major 
nedc blood vessels and severed the spinal cord at the 
root of die nedc O^eap^ls 44-1987 Sub sec. 1-13, and see 
autopsy report, P^. A Ex. 3). 

b. Top Priority favestlgation Ordered . Ihe MeEphis 
Police Departnynt vas inmediately aware of the King assault 
and prcaptly notifLed the FBI Menphis Field Office headed by 
SAC Kdbert G. Jensen. SAC Jensen telephonically relayed die 
infcnnxBtion to Washington where Director Hoover and Attorney 
General Clark were Infoimed. The Msiphis Field Office was 
directed on the evenLng of April 4, 1968 to imnediately conduct 
a fiill investigation of the matter as a possible violation 

of 18 U.S. C. 241, the dvil rl^ts conspiracy statute (HQ 44- 
38861-109). 
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Uiis directive soon became national in tcope vith 
sac's in all FBI Field Offices being ordered by teletype 
on April 7, 1968, to partidpau and conduct a top priority 
investigatian \zider their personal supervision. Ihis meant 
all leads t^ere to be afforded Izonediate, thorough and 
imaginative attention and all possibilities froa sudi leads 
eadiausted. Also, 24 hours was set as the period after receipt 
of a lead within «4iich the investigation and r^rting must 
be coiyleted. All SAC's were to bear personal responsibili^ 
for my failure to handle the investigation (HQ 44-38861-153) . 

c. Progess of the Investigation . Ihe breadth of 
this top priority investigation is repeatedly evidenced in 
tti& Muzkin files. All informant sources - racial, security 
and criminal - were iuinediately alerted and contacted for 
information. Ihe KKX and other hate groups as well as 
individuals knoun to have violent proclivities were checked. 
The files were checked for prior threats against Martin Ludier 
King. Jr. (HQ 44-38861-2649) . Nane checks vere continuously 
being made on Selective Service records, city and tel^hone 
directories, drivers license bureaus, motor vehicle divisions, 
financial institutions, credit records, criminal and civil 
records, marriage licenses, ]^lic utility rolls, xnions, 
CODIDOn carrier passenger lists and more (e.g. HQ 44-38361-233). 

(1) Bessie Brewer's Roccdng House . Key information 
was developed early at Bessie Brewer *s Rooming House faience 
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the shot was fired. Bessie Brewer, Charles A. Stephens 
and UllldLam C. ilndutz were Interviewed and a fiiyslcal 
description of a suspect «as obtained. > 

Bessie Brewer, resident msnager of the rocming house, 
explained that a "John ULUard" registered vith her April A, 
between 3:(X) p.m. and 3:30 p.m. He %4as first directed to 
Boom 8, but rejected it because it had a stofve and refrig- 
erator, fostead, he asked for a sleeping rocm only and 
accepted Boom 5-B in the rear of the hostelry. Ihis room 
provided a window with a view of Dr. King*s rocm at the 
Lorraine Matel. Mrs. Brewer described the new tenant as 
a white male approximately 35 years of «ge, 5*11*' to 6' tall, 
wei^ilng 180 pounds with a medixm build and presenting a neat 
clean sppeaxance Oleophis A4-1987 Sub Sec. 1-15) . 

Stepheis. who was in his rocm on the afternoon of 
April A, remenbers hearing footsteps between Boon 5-B 
and the bathroom. He also rgnenfcers the bathroom being 
occupied for considerable periods of time - 20 to 30 minutes 
without water running or the toilet being flushed except for 
the last visit. Ihis last visit ended \^ien he heard what 
he is certain was a gun shot. Interrupted by the shot. 
Stephens opened his door to tiie hallway to see a man running 
down the hallway carrying a large wrapped bisidle. As this 
nan ran down the hall in the direction of Anchutz. Stephens 
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recalls believing that he had teen this person earlier 
that aftexxnon with Va* Breuer. Stephens described him 
as a vhite vale of average build, in his 30*s, 5*10" to 11" 
tall, weigjhlng 165 pounds and viearing a dark suit presenting 
« neat clean appeamce (^ieophis 4A-1987 Sub A sec. 1) . 

Like Stephens, Anchutz was a resident of die rocning 
house and in his zoGm at the time of the shooting. Also 
like St^ens. ilndutz occup i ed a room adjacent to "John 
Villard." lie recalls «atdiing television in his room that 
afternoon vhen he heard a gm shot. Imaediately. he went 
to tlie door and as he opened it saw a nan zunniz^ toward him. 
This man covered his face as he ran and carried a blaziket 
vcapped bisidle. Anduitz addressed the nan, sayiJig: "1 
tlsu^t I heard a shot." The nan responded: it was a 

shot.** Anchutz described the nan as 6* tall with a slim 
build and in his 30*8 O^nphis 44-1987 Sub A sec. 1) . 

(2) Canipe Agusement Conpany . The Canipe Aousement 
Conpany is located at 424 South Main Street and is Just a 
short distance from Bessie Brewer's Booming House at 42^ 
South Main Street. In the recessed entrance to Canipe Conpany 
a blanket vri^>ped bundle (presumably the bundle Stephens 
and Anchutz 8«w) containing valuable pieces of physical 
evidence was recovered shortly after shooting. 
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The store ouner, Ouy W. Canlpe, and tuo custODers, 
Bexnell Finley and Julius L. Grahan, vexe In tte ttore at the 
ttne of the assassination. Eadi «as intervieued by tlie 
fBI «nd described hearing a "thid" which drew their attention, 
and as they looked to see \ha.t had happened, observed 
the blanket wrapped bundle In the entrance. At the same 
time, they aav a nan dressed In a dark suit walking rapidly 
south on the sidewalk away fvcm the bundle. A fea nczients 
later, they said, a white ooiq^t autoabbile - possibly a 
Hjstang - proceeded north on Scuth Main Street at a hig^ 
rate of speed. The male was described as white. iqiproxiiDately 
30 years of age with a nedivin build, 5*10** to 6* tall and 
weighing 160 to 180 pounds. Qiss^his 44-1987 S\i> A sec 1). 

The bindle, after being discovered at Canipe's doorway 
by a inai2>er of a Mea^his Police D^artnent Tactical Squad, 
first cane into the custody of Inspector Zachary of the 
Meophis Police D^art3nent*8 Hcodclde Bureau. Later in tiie 
evening of April 4, 1968, between 9:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.. 
Inspector Zadiary delivered the bundle to SAC Jensen \ibo 
imnedlately had it flown by agent courier to Washington for 
laboratory examination (Menphis 44-1987-610). The bundle 
contained a Model 7«60 Remington Gatnemaster rifle, 30>06 
Springfield caliber, and a blue zipper bag. The bag contained 
various toilet articles along with a pair of sen's underwear 
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with lauidxy tags, a pair of binoculars, tuo'cans of 
beer, and a paper bag bearlr^g an advertisement for York 
iam Coqpaz^, MeDfJhls, Tennessee, %AMti a Ynk Ans Coopany 
cash sales receipt dated April 4, 1968 C^^his 44-1987 
Sub A sec 1). 

(3) InfoHPatlon and Physical Evidence Tracked . The 
investigation continued with eocihasis on tracing all physical 
cvidende and infoiaation received. Tb tMs end a search 
of all Ifeaphis area hotels and notels was initiated for 
tlie source of the blanket and bar of so^ found in tt)B hive 
zipper bag. Also, registrations at area Inns were exacdned 
for the yrimMCL suspect vho fled the rocodiig house and «ho 
sd^t be driving e white ooopact auCcoobile. At the same 
time, the rifle, scope, binoculars, cans of beer, laundry 
tags and other items were tracked (HQ 44-38S61-139) . 

The rifle and scope were quickly traced to the Aero 
Marine S^)ply Cccpary in Birmlng^, Alabama. The rifle 
was sold to a *tlarvey lauayer" March 30, 1968. Ihe scope, 
aloqg with a second rifle* was purchased March 29, 1968, 
but *loMii/er" eedianged this rifle Ihe following d^ for 
the one recovered at the Canipe Anusemoit Coapany. Accord- 

■ 

ixi% to the Aero Marine salesman^ *Xowi/er" explained tliat 
he talked with his brother and was advn.sed a more powerful 
rifle was necessary for deer huitii^g in Wisconsin. However, 
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A laboracoiy cxauiiiacloa of this xetucned rifle revealed 
that it was clogged with oosooUne (a heavy grease firearm 
preservative) and could t»t be loaded md readied to fire 
(HQ 4^38861-432). Ihe salesman also provided a pl^ical 
descripticxi of "Loum/ez" \itd.dti matdied those previously 
dbtained (HQ 44-38861-180) . 

The paper bag and the sales receipt frco York Arms 
Cca;>any led agents to the Macphis £are where the binoculars 
were purdiased. Ihe Ycxk Arms salesman explained that he 
sold the pair of binoculars at approxiiDately 4:00 p.m. 
i^>ril 4, 1968, to a \itd.te male matchiz^ the descripticns 
previously obtained (Mecphis 44-1987 Si^ A sec. 1) . By 
checking the manufacturer's can codes and distribution records, 
the tuo beer cans were traced to Southhaven Minnow Shop, 
Southhaven. MUsissippi (HQ 44-38861-1360). 

Ihe center of the investigation shifted from Meophis 
to Bindngh^ on April 9, vihen the search of Mesphis inns 
focused on tiie Kd>el Hotel and the April 3 r^istration 
record of an Eric Starvo Gait. It was already kncwn that 
the rifle and scope were purdvased in Birmlng^iam and the 
Gait registration also pointed to BirmLnghsm. Ihe registra- 
tion record aroused interest because Gait registered for ^ 
night of April 3 only, listed a Birmingham address and drove a 
Mustang with Alabama license plates. (HQ 44-38861-1180) . 



53- 



The posslbilii^ of a link between Eric Scarvo 
Gait and the unkwua subject was pursued In AUbaia by the 
Bixndn^UBD and Mobile offices, ta their pursuit th^ 
learned that on August 29, 1967, Gait purchased a 1966 
vhite Mustang autaxibile. The Bureau agents also learned 
that the State of iQabana issued a motor vehicle operator's 
license in October 1967 to Qric Starve Gait, 2608 Ki^iland 

nvBUE, PI I III! I ^ mill, <uAuaiuB. aivb ^ijraxwsA ubsuax^mmii 

obtained froa this license matched those previously received: 
vhite nBle, boxn July 20. 1931, 5*11" tall. 175 povnds with 
blue eyes and broun h^lr (HQ 44>38861-1180) . 

When the InvestigatLcn noved to Gait's Birmin^iam 
address it was learned that Gait lived there In late Augjst 
uitil early October 1967. Because of the length of this 
contact, eccphasis was placed on developing information on 
Gait* a badcground. Sigcdficantly* it was learned that during 

wa ■ III u 9WjwuAaa wmaw v^^Ji^^oocw osa ^tit^a^^j j»>^w 

interest in dancix^g and attended dancing school there 
(HQ 44-38861-607). 

(4) lios Angeles . Soon after the Bimdn^^ connection 
was uncovered Los Ai>geles becoDe a focal point in the investi- 
gation. The significance of Los Angeles became apparent 
April 11, %0ith the loicwledlge of four facts. 

Che, when on April 11. 1968. the Bureau located Gait's 
abandoned tiistaqg In Atlanta a search of it indicated that 
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Gait had had Ic serviced odce in the I«s Angeles area 
OIQ 4^38861-989). 

IWo, also izicldenc to the search of the Histang a 
fragnent of eazdboard com from a Kleenex box was found. 
On it vera the names and Los Angeles addresses of Anita 
Katzwlxikel and Gii^er Nance (HQ 44-38861-989). 

Three, laundry naridngs frm the recovered underwear 
were tracked to Heme Service Laundry and Dry Cleaning, 
ft>llywood. California (HQ 44-38861-885). The followij^ 
dqr agents learned that the name Eric Starve Gait aq;qpieared 
in the laundry's records. 

Lastly, a pair of pliers recovered frcm the blue 
zipper bag were traced to the Scopage Hardware Store %ahleh 
is vithin five blocks of Home Service Laundry and Dry 
aeanix« (HQ 44-38861-U74) . 

Since It vas lohown that \itiile in Bizmin^^uEn Gait 
pursued an interest in dancing, all dance schools in the 
Los Angeles area were checked. Gait's name appeared in 
the records of the National Dance Studio. Ids Angeles. 
<44-38861-U93). 

Eventually, the dance studio contact proved to be 
most inportant because it was tivrough an interview wlch the 
dance studio owner that a photograph of Eric Starvo Gait was 
finally obtained. The owner keyed the agents to an interest 
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Gait had expressed in atteiding a bartending school 
OK) 4^38861*1066). Checking the area, the Ihteznational 
School of Bartending was located and It provided Gait's 
graduation ^togra{:h. For the first tine, agents \«re 
able to see and distribute a photo of their subject. lb be 
sure of imxlmm dissemination, the photo vas circulated ancng 
the news media OiQ 44-38861-967). 

Uiile in los Angeles Gait first lived at the Serrano 
i^>aa;:tiaents and later at the St. IVancis Hotel. Persons 
contacted at tiiese locations called him a **loner" and 
described him as a person kept to himself. A departure 
from this characterization, houever, vas reported by Charles 
Stein vho, at no e9q>ense to himself, zode with Gait in the 
Mustang from Lds Angeles to New Orleans and return. 

Stein e3q>lained that he and his sister Rita Stein met 
Gait througjh their cousin Marie Martin ^ was working as a 
bar maid at the Sultan Bar located in the St. Francis Hotel. 
Gait had mentioned to Martin that he was planning to drive 
to New Orleans and she asked if he would be willing to give 
her cousin a ride there in order to pick up her children. 
He agreed, but it was Charles and not Rita \ibo went ala:\g 
wldi Gait CKQ 44-38861-1117). 

Notwithstanding the information Stein provided, the 
investigation moved no closer to locating Gait. New Orleans 
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UBS scoured for clues and although Gftlc*s hotel and room 
were located the effort was fruitless Qf) 44-38861-1197). 
Stein also stated Gait made several telephone calls fraa 
pay telephones along the way but an ediaustlve search of 

countless telephone records, nsbers ani subscribers 
piodiced nothing (e.g. HQ 44-38861-3857). Lastly. Stein 
explained that Gait conditioned the ride to New Orleans 
on Charles Stein, Rita Stein and Marie Maxtin joining 
George Wallace's Anerlcan Independent Party. Each joined 
but again the Asulng investigation of diis lead learned 
nothing (HQ 44-38861-1003). 

(5) Atlanta . On April U. 1968. a citizen caU came 
throMg^ to tiie Atlanta Police Dqaaronent reporting die missing 
vhite Mustang. According to this caller and another person, 
both interviored by the PBl, the abandoned Mustang was parked 
shortly before 9:00 a.m. ^nril 5, 1968, by a lone man matching 
Galt*8 description. The discovery of Gait's Histang inmediately 
caused agents to seek out any additional contacts by Gait in 
Atlanta (HQ 44-38861-989). 

Because Gait was believed to iise low cost roooiing houses 
all such establishments were contacted for an/ sign of him. 
Success was found at JimoLe Dalton Gardner's Rooming House 
where Gait registered Mardi 24, 1968. Although Gait was 
ncx^re to be £3und, he had left evidence behind. Found 
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in his room were a booklet, "Xour O^partunities in Lode 
■DsLthlng" and a collectlan of saps. One of these vaps 
was of the city of Atlanta wLth tlie residence of Martin 
Luther King. Jr. , and the headquarters of SCI£ circled 
(HQ 44-38861-967). 

Other evidence of Gait's presence in Atlanta vas 
received from the Fiedoont Laundry vhere records showed 
he picked up laundry April 5, 1968 (ip 44-38861-3627). 

<6) Gait Identified as James Earl Ray. Ifocwing that 
Gait returned to Atlanta after the assassination all ccd' 
ceivable scdes of transportation in, around and out of 
Atlanta were checked (HQ 44-38861-907). Ibuever. Galt*8 
trail was oold; there was no evidence as to vhere he fled 
frcm Atlanta. 

The Bureau became worried because with each passing 
hour Galt*s diances of avoldix)g capture becaroe better and 
better. Therefore, the investigative eophasis shifted £rcm 
foUouLng Gait's trail to identifying Gait. In an effort 
to accocplish this ^ Bureau Initiated a ccnparatlve search 
of three identical latent fingerprints believed to be Gait's 
(one fingerprint was recovered from tint rifle; a second froa 
the binoculars; and a third froa the map of Atlanta found 
in Gait's room) against fingerprints of white male fugitives. 
To be sure, the limitation to fugitives was purely speculative 
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Ibuever, the speculation paid off ^en on April 19, 1968, 
Janes Earl »a^'B fingerprint card conpared identically 
01144-38861-1575). 

Earl Bay, die iiwestigatlcn was redirected to a search 
of Bev*s lih^t^auts since ^ rt"** of his April 23, 1967. 
escape frcm Missouri State Prison. Through the loonths of 
i^nril and Vay ttm Bs^-Galt steps were traced. Eventually, 
the Bureau was able to account for Ray's whereabouts almost 
continuously since his escape. Nefvertheless, his trail 
remained cold b«:yond Atlanta on i^l 5, 1968 OK} 44-38661- 
3509; and see Chronology i£!&a) . 

In connection with their search, Ray's faolly was 
identified, located, pt^slcally surveilled and periodically 
interviewed for infoxmatlon (E.G., HQ 44^38361-3937). Also, 
prison innates and associates were queried (e.g. HQ 44-38861- 

«eisn\ * - - - -- « ^..^....J ftsn A/.-OQQCI-l £1C\ 

But, no clues developed. Ray's fooily said they knew nothing; 

had not he»d from nor beei in eontact td, A James and did 
not Vnow of his whereabouts (Chicago 44-1114-27) . Prison 
innates and associates told tales of bomties offered for 
the death of Dr. Ring but esdiaustive investigations could not 
substantiate their claiiRS (e.g. , HQ 44-38861-3767). 

frustrated, the Director pr^ared a neoiorandum for the 
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Attamerj General dated Hay 12, 1968 in iidhich he explains 
that extensive investigation has not resulted in any nev 
developnents beyond Atlanta, April 5. Therefoni the 
Director requested authorization for telephone and micro-^ 
phone surveillance on Ray family meirbers* Cie request^ 
howeverf vas never acted i^on QlQ 44«*3886l-3509) • 

(7) Passport Search > From an interview with a former 
oeUinate of Bay's at Missouri State Prison it was learned 
that Bay appreciated the ease with whid: a person living 
in Canada could obtain a false passport (HQ 44-38861-3889) . 
Ohou^ it is not clear that the cellmate's ccnnents pre- 
cipitated a search of Canadian passports isstjed since Bay's 
April 23i 1967 escape^ it is known that on the request of 
the FBI Legat in Canada such a search was conducted lay the 
Boyal Canadian MDxnted Polioe. A passport search was also 
conducted in Mexico and the Iftiited States (HQ 44-38861-4445) * 

Ihou^ the seardi went through a staggering nwiber 
of applications and was based on the coqparison of Ray's 
photograc^ to those sufandtted with the applicaticn^ it proved 
to be the necessary break in piddng Bay's trail. At 
9:30 p*m. June 1# 1968, The Legal attache, Ottawa, 
Canada, called the Bureau to advise that after reviewing 
SGRe 175,000 applications the BQ1P located a passport issued 
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April 24, 1968 isider the name Raoon George Sneyd vhidi 
contained a photograph vexy definitely similar to Ray 
(HQ /»4-38861-4190). 

The passport was filed by the Kenned/ Itavel 
Agency in Ibronto, Canada. Incident to their investi- 
gacicn* the Royal Canadian Hsunted Police contacted the 
Oravel agency and obtained a hand printed note from Sneyd 
concerning his plication. The note together with the 
passport photo and a latent palm print were forwarded to 
the Bureau for labc«atocy examination vhich concluded that . 
Say and Sheyd were the sans person (HQ 44-38861-4262, 4263) . 

(8) Ray Apprehended . The Kenne^x Itavel Agency also 
provided information that Sheyd purchased a round trip air 
tidcet froo Toronto to London departing May 6 and returning 
May 21. 1968. But Mew Scotland Yard determined that Sneyd 
turned in the return portion of the fare and received a 
May 7, 1968 tidcet to Lisbon, Portugal plus a $14.60 voucher 
(HQ 44-38361-4319). 

Xomigration audiorities in Lisbon were immediately 
contacted. Zt was learned that Ray had entered Lisbon 
May 7 but had exited for London M^ 17, 1963 (HQ 44-38861- 
4725). 

Stops were issued by New Scotland Yard for Sneyd. At 
11:15 a.m. , June 8, 1968, Jtay was apprehended by officers of 
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Mew Scotland Yard he was passing through British 
iimdgratlon offices 1a the Umdaei Alzporc. At d» time 
he was planning a flight to Brussels. Belgian (HQ 44-38861- 
4616). 

2. Alleged Conspiracies 

literally scores of allied conspiracies vere 
oODsudcated to the Bureau. Trca the date of the assas- 
sination in i^ril, 1968« even tp to this date, t^e FBI 
has been approached zuserous persons with stories 
%Mch purport to identify a conspiracy to kill King. 
Ihese stories involved widest range of perpetrators 
and participants as well as motives., lb the extent 
that these leads were pursued, the Bureau was put in 
the rather difficult position of conducting an investi- 
gation whidi ranged far beyond the concrete e vid en ce 
that had alxeaity been obtained. When the leads were 
In fact bogus onesi the fBl was attaipting to prove a 
negative In eadi r^orted case. With a controversial 
figure, such as Dr. King, the possibilities of conspiracy 
were numerous. Consequently, the Bureau's credibility 
would necessarily be strained, given its past relation- 
ship with the civil rights leader, unless each story was 
disproved. Yet the Bureau attenpted to cover each lead. 
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As previously seated, each SAC was held personally 
vesponsible for an ea^edlted and tlioroue^ review. 

Based on our review of the files, the task force 
Is satisfied that the FBI did a credible and thorop^ 
job in attenpting to identify ar^ possible conspiracy 
or persons who could have been involved in the surder. 
In eadi of the alle^tions received, the Bureau imsediately 
incervleued the person vho was the source of the allegation 
i^vere tMs vas possible (i.e. \^re the source was not 
ancnynDus) . In situations where the cooplaiiit vas not an 
obvious hoax the Bureau then attaipted ismediately to 
idsxtify the alleged participants and interview thea. 
Where ttvexe was nbt a satisfactory C9q>lanatian to dispel 
the allegation concen:)ix>g such natters as \4iereabouts or 
associations, the Bureau thai would check further. Ihis 
does not mean that every allegation was pursued to the 
ultimate degree. Judgnxnt based on e}q>erience dictated 
many of the decisions. 

Ihese Judgnents were also tendered by a critical 
factor. Within fifteen days after the mirder, the FBI 
was convinced that Gait and Ray were the sane person, 
that this individual purdiased the rifle, rented the 
room across from die Lorraine Mst^, and fired Hyt shot 
that killed Dr. King. While there were many other people 
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^4k> were anugonlstic toward Dr. Kizig and nsny «ho 
had apparently discussed killing hlza, any successful 
oonsplxacy vould hsve to have involved Ray based cn the 
evidence at hand. In all the years following die assas- 
sination, the izivestigation has failed to reveal any 
connection betMeen any alleged ccnspirator(s) and James 
Earl Ray including t±ose alleged by Ray hiaeelf. Indeed, 
the ovecWhelnij^g evidence Indicates that Ray was almost 
totally alone duriiig the year after his escape from the 
Missouri State Prison. 

Wie have not addressed here the Bureau's handling of 
particular conspiracy leads because of the large nuiher of 
allegations involved. Bureau files can be checked for each 
reported lead and the resulting investigation on that lead 
traced to its conclusion. 



C. The Story of Janes Earl Bay 



1. Quronology of Ray's Activities On and 
After April 23. 1967 



On Sunday, the 23rd of ^ril 1967, after he had 

April 23. 1 

served seven years of a cwenty year sentence for axned 

robbery in tiie MLssoxjri State Penitentiary at Jefferson 

City, James Earl Ray escaped. Uhen a truck appeared at 

the prison bakery Where Ray worked, a bread box vas 

carried onto the truck to be delivered to a nearby prison 

farm. Ray had concealed himself inside the bread box, 

and later fled from the prison trudc at a stop prior to its 

*/ 

reaching the Renz prison farm. (3503; Huie, pp. 24-27.) - 
Ray allegedly headed first toward Kansas City 

April 24-28 

(Huie, p.27). On the ddrd day he burglarized a 
trailer sitting by the Missouri River taking a blanket 
and food O^uie. p.27). For the next three ni^ts he made 
his way along the railroad in the direction of Kansas City 



Ray has provided varying accounts of his escape from 
prison and of his subsequent activities prior to apprehension. 
The task force's most credible view of his statements has 
been used here. These admissions of Ray are found in He Slew 
the Dreamer, H uie. William Bradford, Delacorte Press, New York, 
1968 (hereinafter. Huie) ; All other citations herein are for 
aerials in the Bureau's ItJRKXt) file. HQ 44-38361. The task 
force has obtained xerox copies of Bay's correspondence vith 
He. Huie v^iich reflect the admissions cited by Huie. 
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to « city lazge cnou^ so he would noc be noticed and 
took 8 train to St. IduIs. He thai took a tadeab to . 
East St. Louis, called a friend uKd drove him to Edwards- 
vllle T^Mnce be caught a bus for Chicago (Huie, p. 28). 
On Vay 3rd, Bay secured wnrk for the next eight 

May 3 

weeks as a dishwasher and cook*8 helper at the Indian 
Itail Restaurant in Winnetka, Illinois, and resided at 
2731 North Sheffield In Chicago under the name John L. 

Jisie 5 

Rayns. He purchased a 1959 Chrysler autcRDblle fron 
a private owner on Jisie 5di for $200 (5448) . On 

Jine 9 

June 9th, he failed a driver's test, but passed the 

June 12 

test on June 12th (5394) . Say looved frcm his 
Sheffield address to 1648 Lunt Street on Jme 17th 

Jisie 17 

vAiere he paid cne wedc's rent (5118) . Ray was Issued 
a driver's permit in the name of Join L. Rayns for the 

June 21 

State of Illinois on Jine 21st (5394) . Curing the week 
of Jme 19th Ray left his Job. and requested that his 
final paycheck be forwarded to the Lunt Street address, 
vhlch it was (5118). 

Ihereafter. on July 14. Bay purdiased a 1962 

July 14 

Plymouth automobile from a oonnercial dealer in East 
St. Ltxils, Illinois, and transferred the licensed 
plates fron the Chrysler to the Plymouth (5413; Hule. 
p. 39). leaving East St. Louis on July 15, Kay proceeded 
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to Mantreal. Canada, via ^idianapolis, Detroit and July 15 

Windsor Qkiie. p. 40). His prla« objective «bs 

allegedly to secure a Canadian passport (idem p. 41). 

As John L. Bayns, he xegistered for an ovemis^t 

stay at die Bourgard Mstel in Itorion, just west of 

Mantreal (idam. p. 43; 5437x). 

Next, Bay first us«l the alias Eric S. Gait July 19 

ti^ien he signed a six nonth lease for an apartment 
in the Karkay ^artments, 2389 Notre Desne East, in 
Hantreal (2192; Hole. p.43). Bay then allegedly 
held up a food store stealing $1700 (Huie, p. 47). 
The following day he spent- $300 for new clothes at the 
Tip Tbp Tailors, 488 St. Catherine West, had his hair 
cut and a sanicure at the Queen Elizabeth Hotel (Huie, 
p. 48). He also ordered on July 21st a $75 tailor-made 
suit at the Biglish and Scotch Ifoolen Gocpany (4692) . 
(/i ncnth and a half later, by a letter from Bimdi^lham 
dated September 6, 1967, this tailoring coqtany was 
instructed by Ray to send the finished ganoent to him 
at his then Birmingham address.) Ihree days later Bay July 24 
ordered three sex books from fUtura Books, Inc. , in 
Ingleuood. Callfomia. (2192) , and on July 28th. he July 28 
enrolled in a correspondence course at the Lxksmithing 
Institute. Little Falls, New Jersey (2068). Both matters 
were paid by Canadian money orders. 



Bay vacationed, beginning July 30th. at the 
Gray Bocks Inn on Lake Ouiznet in the taurentlan 



July 30- 
Aug^ist 5 



a respectable woman to vouch for him on a passport 

applicatim. He Mas 'picked up" by a fesiale Canadian 

Goverxnent enplpyee and her girlfriend and spent the 

next few days vith then before leaving on August 7th; 

The two women fblloued, stayed ovemi^t with Bay in August 7 

Msntreal on August 7tih, and dien returned to dieir 

resldaices in Ottawa O^^i pp. 51-53; 5402). Gn 

August 9th, he purchased by money' order a fomula for August 9 

mking glass far a tuo-xay w^r mr (2192) , Urnii on i^jgust 19 

August 19th, Bay visited the government enployee in 

Ottawa, but did not isfiortune her to assist him on his 

passport application (Huie. p. 54). 

During the approximately two and one-half 
months of Bay*s stay in Canada he relates meeting an 
\svknx>rld character named 'Kaoul". After negotiations. 



"Raoul" 
contact 
dates July 18- 
Aug. 8 & through 
Aug. 18 



operations with "Baoul" and then proceeded to Bixminghan 

to meet "Baoul" at the latter's direction. Meanwhile, Au|g. 18-20 

he stayed at the Town and Country, tt>tel, Ottawa, from 

il^gust 18th to August 20th (5502) . Whatever may be 



the truth of the story. Bay left Mmtreal, net hit 

brother at ItartfibFOoke. Illinois, gave his Plymouth ' 

car to his brother Jerry I^an, (5413) , proceeded 

ftm Nbrthbrooke or Chicago to Bizndnghaa, st^ed 

Aigust 26th at the Granada Hotel. 2230 Fourth August 26 

Avenue as John L. Bayns (5400; Hule, p. 61). and that 

sane day also took a rocm in the name Eric S. Gait 

at the Iconxny Booms. 2608 Highland Avenue (2324) . August 28 

TWO days later Bay. as Gait, giving the Highland 

Avenue address, rented safety deposit box N6. 5517 

at the Main Office, BirminghaQ Trust National Bank 

(2323; Hule. p.62). Ihe access record on this 

box shows entries at 2:32p.m. on August 28; from 

l:5^.in. to l:56p.in. on September 5; from 11:05 

to 11:08a.m. on September 21; and frcm 10:16a.m. 

to 10:19la.m. on Septenber 28 (2323). 

Ihe purchase of a \itd.te 1966 Ford Histang was August 29-30 
accooplished at ttut end of Pugixst by ansuerlz^ a 
newspaper ad on the 29th of August and paying $1995 In 
cash to WUliam D. Paisley on the 30th (628) . All 
this diecks with the car purchase chronology Bay 
himself adnitted to author William Bradford Hule 
Oiuie. pp. 61-63; Bsy's self-serving attribution of 
"Baoul" as the one who directed him to buy the car 
and \iio supplied the cash is uncorroborated) . 
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Bay «8 Eric Starve Gait, applied for and was S^teDfeer 6 
issued Alabaaa driver's license N9.2848947 (4143) . 
The slf^ture matches the other handwritings of the 
ssEQB name (4143) . At some point during his stay in 
Bizmingham, Bay purchased a . 38 revolver vhich was 
found on his person cn his arrest in Heathrow Airport, 
London, Bigland a422). 

On Septaber 12th, Ray enrolled for 5 weekly S^tenber 12 
dance classes at the Cbntinental Dance Qub Studios 
(2324). Tt^ MadexR FI»tographic Book Publishing 
Co. Inc. , of New York City received- a coupon order September 26 
from Eric S. Gait for a pihoto book (633) and a letter 
by Bay as Gait written Septeciber 26, asking that the 
book not be sent as he «as moving and would give the 
diar^ed address later (4143) . Ihe- handwriting «es 
identical with Bay's (4143). 

Bay purchased a bank draft from the Exchange Septeal^er 28 
Security Bank, 5 points' SouA Branch, Blndns^ham 
payable to the Superior Bulk Film Co. of Chicago and 
this 8ccoof>anled an order on that ccapany for a Kodak 
Super 8 movie coaera, a projector, a splicer and a 20 
foot remote control cable; price $337.24 (1135). Then 
ttay ^ped a note to the film oaa^any seven d«ys 
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later in which he adoiowledlged receipt of the Items 
he had ordered but returned the novie canera as t2ie . 
wrong one; he stated he wes leaving for Mecico on 
October 7, and would send a netf address to iMd) 
the correct iDOvie camera could be forwarded (4143) . 
Cn September 20tii, Bay paid only for his (2118). 

Bay, as Gait, was Issued Alabana llcaise tags 
No. 1-38993 for 1968. He left Birmingham for Mexico 
on October 6 0<ule, p. 66). On the 8th of October, 
Bay purchased a 30 day Mexican auto insurance policy 
(1904) . He reached Acapulco act October 10th. proceeded 
to Guadalajara on October ISth and left there on 
the 18th for Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico, 
arriving in Puerto Vallarta on the 19th (5496) . He 
registered in Boon 212 of the Hotel Rio at Msrelos 86 
on this date; his "Gait** signature and writings match 
his other Gait writings (4143) . Gait typed a letter 
to the film coopaziy to ask for a refund to the Puerto 
Vallarta address in lieu of the Kodak movie camera 
whidi had been mailed meantime to his vacated 
Birmingham address (4143) . Again the written signature 
on this note natched the string of ''Gait" sl^tures. 
(4143) . For sane reason (Huie says Bay said he wanted 



October 6 

October 8 
October 10 
October 15 

October 16 
October 19 

October 22 



November 6-13 
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a wedc in a more expensive roco in a hotel en the 
beadi.) Oiuie, p.81), Ray switdied hotels, gping 
fzaa the Rio to the Hotel Tropicana (1219) . He 
i^>ent most of his tine in the period firom October 
19 to NDved)er 13 » 1967, with a girlfriend, Xxna 
Msrales, \^se true name is Manuela Aguirre Medrano 
(1219) , and possibly another female named Kina 
(Huie, p. 8). 

Ray left Puerto Vallarta and drove to Los 
Angeles tAtere he rented an apartment at 1535 North 
Serrano Avenue on the 19th of Novenber. (668; Huie, 
p. 85). He then wrote a typed letter to the Superior 
Bulk Film Caa(>any, Chicago, to forward to his new 
address the refund due him for the undelivered Kodak 
movie eanieara.; die aig^ture en this letter matches 
the other "Gait" signatures. (4143). 

Xn this second wedc of his stay in Los Angeles, 
Ray began a series of six visits to a clinical 
psychologlsC, Dr. Mark 0. Freeman, in hopes of 
overcoadng his shyness, gaining social confidence, 
learning self -hypnosis to gain relaxation, sleep and 
recieii>er things better. 



^oveaber 14 



November 19 



}tovabeT 27 

Deceoijer 14 

Novaaiber 27 

Noveober 30 

Decetnber 4, 
6. 11, & 14 
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Decaiber 13 
Dececdber 14 



December 15 



Apparently, in a further self-lnprovenent sc^, 
Bay enrolled in a course of dancing instxxjctions vlth Decenber 5 
the ouner of the National Dance Studio, 2026 Pacific 
Avenue, Long Beach, California (4143)* On Decenber 
13th, Ray vrote his BlnoiaghaQi bank to close his 
safety deposit box (2323) . He paid $100 on the 
dancing lesson contract on the 14th of Deceoober, left 
lainsy at the Aralon CleariKS & Laundry, Inc. , 
5662, Hollyvxx>d Blvd«, Los Angeles, on the following 
day- ticket No. 31053 and laundry mazk ''20R-3" made 
by a Ihernx) Seal narking nachine (4143) ; and also 
on December 15th Bay, as Gait still, begisn a round 
trip drive with Charles J. Stein, 5666 IVaxiklin 
Avenue, Ix>s Angeles, to New Orleans in Ray^s ydtdte 
Mjstang to pick Stein's sister's tuo small children 
(4143) . Stein and Ray arrived in New Orleans on the 
17th, the lattw' registtting at the Iravincial Hotel, 
1024 Chartes Street, Rxxn U6 (5399). Ihe *'Galf ' 
r^istratioQ card siziature matched the string of 
such signatures in Ray's odyssey and he further 
recorded that he ws drivix^ a Histang \Atii Alabama 
license No. 1-38993 and gave his address as 2608 
Highland Avenue, Birmingham (4143). 



Decoiber 17 
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I^/ checked out before the l:O0|>.a. checkout 
time on the 19th and, vith the two children end 
Charles Stein, made tne return Xxip to Los Angeles 
arriving by the 2l8t of Decenber «hen he todc the 
first of the series of dancing lessons he had 
sig^d \jp for. Ihe next day he picked his 
laundry. Four more dancing lessons are recorded 
next (4143). 

On December 28, 1967, Ray first indicated 
hia interest in imnigratiDg to Africa, and more 
particularly to a vihite ruled area, by vritlng a 
letter of inquiry to He, John Acord, Chairman, 
Anerican-Southem African Council. 800 Fourth St. , 
S.W. , Washington, D.C. : the signature of Gait 
Hatched up with the other Gait writings. (4143). 

Bay said he visited Las Vegas on New Year's 
Day. (Huie, p. 96). Dance lessons are docvnented 
ontte2ndand3rdday8of 1968 (2325). Gait 
bought Bank of ilmerica mcney order Ito.0799 18037 
in tt^ anoint of $15 from the HollyMsod Western 
Branch payable to the Ix)cksmithing Institute (2325) . 
The IBl lab made the usual writing match up on the 
ti^iature (4143) . MeanuhUe Bay showed re^jlarly 
for dance lessons (2325). Gn January 19th Bay signed 



19 



Dpremhw 21 
Decei2)er 22 



Deceaber 25, 
26.27£i28 



1968 

Tinuary 1.263 



January 8 



January 9.11,15, 
1660.3 
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up fyc a bartending course at the Intematianal School 
of Bartending 2125 Smset Boulevard (2325) ; his 
ipplicatlon signature fits his other Gait signatures 
(4143) . He left his laundry at the Home Service 
Laxzidry and Dcy Cleaning Go. at 5280 Hollyviood Boulevard 
(2325, cites laindry list No. 3065 in E. Gait's nacoe 
vidi Thezmo Seal sticker 02B*6, the narking on the 
T-shirt and shorts in the bag abandoned at the front 
door of Canipe's Pausmeat Go. in Mecphis, ^11 4, 
1968). 

On January 21, 1968, Bay changed his lodgings 
to Room 403 of the St. Francis Hotel. 5533 Hollywood 
Boulevard (2325) . On the 22nd and on the 23rd, 25th, 
29th, 30th, 31st, February 1, 5, 6, 8 and 12, Bay 
regularly attended dance lessons (2325) . He attended 
bartending school through to March 2, 1968. He bought Januazy 29 
two Bark of Anerica non^ orders on the 29th of Januazy, 
one to place an ad in the Free Press soliciting a 
fonale pen pal and the second to pay for a mall 
forwarding service (1500) . Eadi transaction created 
a handwriting natch as did a Bazik of Aoerlca noney order 
No. 0799 17281 payable to the lodesnithing Institute, January 31 
Uttle Falls, New Jersey (2325) . 
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Bay's 1966 uhit€ H2StS>g Alaham a Xlcmge 

Hs. 1-38993 registered in Alabona wder the alias 
Gait VBS serviced en the 13t2i et « Chevron Station, 
1306 North Noxmandic Avenue, Los Angeles vlth ndleage 
St 34,185. Another undated servicing soDoe 200 ndles 
later occurred at Oort Fox Ford Go. . 4531 Hollyuood 
Boulevard in los Angeles (2325). 

tiay attempted to increase his social life hy 
writing and sending his photograph to a vcaan listed 
by 'The local Swinger* \Aiich listing was secured for 
$1.00; Ray in fact wrote 5 such letters (4143) . The 



February 17 



February 26 



Bay's photograph secured. For reading material. 
Bay ordered books frcm IVxtura Books paying ^ mon^ 
order No. 0799 19430 on the 26th. (1500). Ite 
signature cnatdaip was made (4143) . On this sane 
Bay made a money order payment No. 0799 19701 to the 
Locksnlthing Institute (2325) . He sent another. 
No.0799 19704, for the "Lodcsnith's Ledger" wldi 
matchii^ signature (2325); he sent tvao money orders, 
lbs.0799 19702 and 0799 19703, and a letter order to 
Tiffany Bntexprlses. 8512 Whltuorth Drive in los Angeles. 

(1500) . with si9)atures matchable on two of the three 
docunents (4143). 
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At intervals in his stay in Los Angeles, Bay 
had plastic surgery dona to change his SFPearanoe 
(author Buie puts this treatment as on March 3, 7 and 
U, 1968« Buie, pp.107-8) ; he visited a psychologist- 
faypnotistf Reverend Von Xbss on January 4, 1968 
(Huie, p.l02) , and allegedly sotoe seven other 
psychiatrists, Ivpnotists cx scientologists. 
Asoording to auttior Buie, he frequented a bar knowi 
as the Babbit's fbot Club and on one night became 
involved in a racial arguxent followed by a mugging in 
«hich he bad his wallet stolen and lost his suit jacket, 
car keys and driver's license (Huie, p. 96-98}. According 
to author Huie citing Bay as his souroef Bay telephoned 
Alabana and had a dqpHcate License isstjed; this was 
forwarded f ran his former Bixsningham address to California 
and received there about March 10, 1968 (Hkiie, p. 98)* 

^Galt** was graduated frcm the bartending school March 2 
on the 2nd of Marcii* His picture was taken with the 
school operator and Ray closed his eyes to make recogni^ 
tion sore difficult (4143; Buie, *p.l04) • 

A postal noney order 110.1,916,211,078 was seit March 8 

to the locksrdthing Institute as a periodic pa^msnt on 
the oorre^)o n denoe oourse Bay was taking (1428) « The 
signature matchijp was made. (4143.) 
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Bay listed a change of address on >fardi 17 
with the St. Vraacia Hotel, glvix^ his fonording 
address as General Delivery, Mdn Pbst Office 
Atlanta. Georgia (4143). Ftesunablyiie left 
los Angdes in his white Mistang on this date, 
proceeding to Nev Orleans \Aiere he left a box 
of clodiix^ for (farie Ibrtin's little daughter, 
Marian da Grassee, at Qarles Stein's cousin 
Theresa Stone's residoice, 4019 Royal Street (4143; 
HLiie, p. 108). 

Trm New Orleans, Bay drove to Selm, Alahaoa March 22 
(5502) , (vihere Bay began to stalk Dr. King according 
to Hjie's statenent of Bay*s adnission on rids) and, March 23 
after an overnight stay there, he went on to Msntgoniery, March 24 
to Bizmixigham and finally to Atlanta, Gecorgia (Huie, p. 
112). 

In Atlanta, Bay rented xocm Vto.2 in a rooming Vaacdti 24 
house at 113-14th Street, N.E. from the operator, 
Jimoy Delton Gamer (1033) . He stayed there mtll March 28 
Ibxch 28 on >4iich d^, while still in Atlanta, he 
purchased U.S. Postal noney order No. 5.615, 057, 923 pay- 
able to the lodcsoithing bstitute (1428) . The Gait 
signature was a natch^ (4143) . 
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CbB|>any, 5701 Aizpoit Hlghueiy in Blxmln^ian, AUbaoa', 

agnd using the alias Haxv^ loMDyer purchased a I^emlngton bfarch 30 

.2A3 caliber xlfle. Ifedel 700 with a 2x-7x Bedfield 

telescopic ei^ nDunted on it (432) . AlsDSt certaSxily 

because tba breech of die .243 caliber veapoci was caked 

with a hardened preservative (cosmoUne) and could tiot 

be loaded. Kay returned it the fblloulzig day (not having 

fixed it). He explained that his "brother" didn't like 

it. and exchanged the .243 rl£Le for a Model 760, 30-06 

caliber Rfrnfngton. The scope vas transferred to the 

latter rifle. Ihroygtiout these transactions the package 

for eidier rifle was a Brouning shotgun carton \rfiich was 

large enou^ to hold the scope-equipped Beadngtons (432). 

The Atlanta rooming house operator, Jimn/ Delton March 31 
Gamer stated he had Bay print his name (Eric S. Gait) on 
an old envelope at Gamer's request so that Gamer could 
Osansfer the properly to his official records; the. 
hand^lntlng is a niatchup with other Gait-Bay printing 
8aii|>les (1033). 
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UiBing the nase Srlc Galr. 3by lerc his laindcy April 1 
and dry cleaning at the Plednont laundry pickup 
•cation. U68 Feachtree, N.W. In Atlanta (4143). Too April 3 
dqrs later, as Eric S. Gait, Ray on i^iril 3 registered 
into Boom 34 at the Rebel Motor Itotel. 3466 Lamar 
Avenue, Menphis, Tennessee (the distance between Atlanta 
and Mecphis hy the most convenient route is 398 miles) ; 
he gave 2608 Highland Avenue, Birndn^iam as his address 
and he noted on tJae registratioa card that he was driving 
a Hjstang with Alabane license Nb. 1-38993 (4143). KLs 
signature was a natch to the other identified Gait sig^- 
tures (4143). Oct this sane day. Bay purchased a safety April 3 . 
razor and shaving supplies at the Bexall Drug Store in 
the Iftiitehaven suburb of Meophis Oieophls 44-1987 Sub A- 
Sec. 1; Hule, p.l29). 

Kay left the Rebel Motel before die Ip.m. April 4 

checkout tine cn April 4th (4143). At some point 3-3:30p.tB. 
between ^p.m. and 3:30p.m. cn the 4th, a man 
generally answsiqg Bay's description rented Bocm 5-B 
at 422 1/2 South Main Street, Msnphis, in the naoe of 
John WLllard (idem. 33). Ray adnits to having been in 
the room with **Baoul" whom he first said rented the 
room using the "Hillard" alias he, Ray. sxppUed (Aile, 
p. 115). In anotdier letter to Hole, Bay states he himself 4:00p.m. 
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rented the rooD using the allAS Join UUlard (Hole. p. 
30) . Bay went out to die York Ams Coa^any Store tihen 
located at 162 South Main Street and purchased a pair 
of Bushnell binoculars for a total of $41.55 (4143); 
Ray MAS Identified by the salesman at York Aims and 
Say adnlts to having been to the sports store and to 
having made the purchase of the blzioculars CHjie, p. 
115). Sy ^.m. at the latest. Bay had returned to 
tiie roGOdng house, parked his Mistang and had taken 
his zipper bag and bedspread to Boom 5-B (Aiie. p. 115); 
by necessary Inference, because it was adbittedly 
brought down from there and dropped on the. sideualk, 
the 30*06 rifle had been taken up to Boom 5-B at this 
tixne or just before Bay's trip to the York Anns Oo. 
Store (See Hiie, p.U4 and p. 131; 4143). 

As detailed in die discussioi of the course of 
the TSL investigation ante at pp. 48-50 , the assassin fled 
from the badsoom at die rear of the roccdng 

house after firing the shot that killed Vr, King. The 
assassin could have cleared and undoubtedly did dear 6:03:50p.i 
die corridor and die stairs to the street in about 45 
seconds. In another 15 seconds at the outside he could 
have reached aiui wdod>tedly did reach Bay's vhite 
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Mostang after drof^ing Rsq^'s bag, the rifle Bay bopg^ 
and bearing only his f inger;>rints and the bedspread yftdxih 
Ray admits takixig up to Boom 5-B (Staff reenactnent; 
Buie, p. 115). According to a postnconviction stateoent by 
Bay to then Special Agent in Charge of the Memphis Field 
Office, Itobert Jensen, rocmer Charles Stephens had a 
good look at Bay in the rooslng house (5622; Interview of 
Bobert Jensen, Jiily 7, 1976, App. B) . 

On the street Qjty WSrren Canipe, Jr. , in his place 
of business, Canipe Aajsetsent Oo. , at 424 South Main Street 
heard a thjd near the front door of his store, looked tp 
to see a white male walk rapidly past his store going 
south (right to left to soaieone inside the store) and, 
with the two custooers in his store, went to the front 
door where they observed a soall white car, a Hjstax^ 6:0^ .a. 
according to the tuo customers, pull atuey going north 
(left to right) from a curb side parking place just south 
of Canipe*s store (Meoqphis 4^1987 Sub A-Sec.l; cf . 
Buie, p. 131). 

Acoordixig to Bay's adnission to ajthor Huie, Bay ^ril 4, 

1968 

drove south into Mississippi and then turned east tfarou^ 

Bizminghan reaching Atlanta about 6a.m. on April Sth April 5, 

1968 

' i^iule, p.l32) . He abandoned the %4)ite Mjstang. On the 



82- 



I 

table In the rscc ac she Aclanu roocirtg house, he lef: 
a letter about South Africa from tl:^ John Birch Society 
In Callfoxnia and a copy of the Free Press £cGm Ias 
itoigeles to divert the TBX*9 attention to California 
Y^iile he fled to Canada (Huie, p. 133). Ray picked \jp . 
his laundry at the Piednont Laundry pick-\9 station at 
1168 Peachtree N.£. in Atlanta on the 5th of ffivil (4697) . 
He then took a bus departing Atlanta just after noon on 
the 5th and arrived in Cincinnati at about l:30a.ffl. on 
the 6th of ^>ril. After a one hour layover v^iich he 
stated he spent in a tavern near the bus depot, Bay 
continued b^ bus to Detroit v^ere he arrived at about 
6a.m. (Huie, p. 135). He crossed by taxi into Canada 
azrivtog in Windsor an hour or so before nem and 
proceeded from tuyere to Toronto by train arriving at 
about 5:00p.m. (Huie, p. 135). He rented a rocm at 
102 Ossington kt&uR vithout giving his nane (5502; 
Huie, p. 135). 

On the 8th of i^>rll Ray began tht process of 
securing a Canadian passport. He picked tuo nanes, 
Paul Edward Bri(%nan aiv5 Ranon George Sneyd, from the 
announcements of births in newspapers for the year 
1932 at the public library (Huie. p.l37). He made an 
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•ppllcatian for a duDllcace birth cenif lease in each cf 

these lumes on April 10 and on the following day had April 11, 

1968 

a passport pictvxre taken in the nane of Brldg^lan and 

tiien to pivovide a separate nailing address for tte 

ecpected replies as to Snevd, he rented a rocci at April 16, 

1968 

962 Dundas Street in the name of Sneyd on April 16th 

(5502: Huie, p.lAl). Ch the sane day he cocecuted an 

application in ^ name Paul Bridgsan with his, Bay's 

102 Ossington Araraje address as the person to be 

notified in case of eiergen^ Oiuie, p. 143) . The 

Kennedy Travel Agency of Toronto handled the processing 

of the application for Bay (5502) . On the 19th Bay April 19. 

" 1968 
moved to the Condas Street address (5502) . 

The fingerprints of '*Eric S. Gait*' were foisid to April 19, 

1968 

be a xoatch with those of Janes .Earl Ray after a search 
of the print file on Rjgitive Felons. 

According to author Buie he gleaned frcm that 
Bay visited four bars on the 21st in order to watch the 
TV show 'The IBr' QtiiA, p. 147). He found the show tuned 
in at the fourth place he tried and learned that he had 
nade the Ten Itost Wanted List with an international "lock- 
ouf'as to Bay (Hu^e* P«147). He checked out of the 
Ossiz^ton Avenue room on the 19th (Haie, p. 147). 
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Or April 2L the Canadian passport In she rne of Asril 2^. 

1966 

Bason George Sneya vas issued to Bay Oluie. p. 148). Ri^ 

Jfay 6. 

pirehased a round trip ticket to london and departed 1968 

on May 6, 1968 (Huie. p.l49). Frcm l^indon Bay took a 

plane to lisbon where he spait 10 days looking for a 

passage to /qgola Qiuie, p. 150). When he was tsiable 

to do so he returned to London after first getting his 

passport replaced at the Canadian Bnbassy in Lisbon to May 16. 

1968 

correct the spelling of the nana Sneyd (instead of Sne^) 

(5502; Huie, p. 150). 

Ray returned to London and spent his tine Crying May 17, 

1968 

to find a way to join a mercenaxy force Qiiie, p. 150). 

Tb this end he bought a plane ticket to Brussels and uas 

in the process of meeting his plane at the Heathrow Airport June 8, 

1968 

\tea he vas a^rehended on June 8, 1968. by detectives from 
New Scotland Iterd (4346,4368; Huie. p.150-151). The arrest 
«as made on the basis of use of a fradulent passport and 
carrying a concealed veapoa, i.e., the loaded .38 caliber 
JiBpanese-naike revolver fowd on his person at Heathrow 
(4346,4368; Huie. p.l51). 

This chronology has been conpiled from data in FBI 
reports and Bay's letters to author IHIliam Bradford Huie. 
It was hoped by the task force that \te would have an 
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oppcrrjdry zo gp over the faces with James Eerl Say 
himself. Accordingly, after the Uhlted States S^nrcme 
Court denied his petition for a writ of certiorari, on 
Deceniber 13, 1976, a verbal request \as made to Bay's 
Attxicney, James H. Lesar, for an opportunity to interview 
Bay. lesar stated tliat he vas writing Bay a letter that 
day and would advise him of our desire to interview him 
and leave the matter vp to him (Interview of James H. 
Lesar, Deceiber 14, 1976, ipp. B). Also, ti)e task force 
sent Bay a letter on Vecenbev 15, 1976, via his attorney 
reqiiesting an interview (See letter to Janes Earl Bay. 
December 15, 1976. App. A. Gk.14). While no answer to 
our letter was received, Bay sent the task force a copy of 
a letter addressed to his attorney. Bay attached a c^ 
of a ccoplaint he recently filed in a civil action and 
stated in the letter to his attorney that: *1 agree with 
your advice opposing tibe Interview. It wnjld appear that 
this would only be in the interest of the J.D. and their 
book writing collaborators, e.g., Ceroid Frank. George 
MiMllian, at al." (See letter to James H. Lesar. Deceaiber 20, 
1976. App. A. Bc.15). 

Absent a statement to us fran Bay, four existing Bay 
explanations were cooipared and are here briefly noted. 
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Firsc, X3C sne. ocher than his actacr«eys' calked vith 
Ray before the plea bargalnlx^ resulted in Ms convlcticn 
of the First D^ee nurder of Martin Lather Kixig. Jr. , and 
sentencing in open court on Maorch 10. 1969, before Judge 
W. Preston Battle, Criioinal Court of Shelby County. 
Tennessee (See liranscript App. A, Ex. 16). At that time, 
on voir dire . Judge Battle asked Kay: "Are you pleading 
gull^ to Hjrder in the First Degree in this case because 
you killed Dr. Martin lather King under such circmstances 
that uould TDske you legally guil^ of Hsrder In the First 
Degree isider the law as e9q>lained to you by your lawyers?" 

Ray ansvaered: 'Yes.** 

Rsy then acknowledged that he was pleading guilty 
freely, voluntarily and understandingly. He and his 
attorn^, Percy Foreoan, initialed the copy of ^se 
questions and answers. Ray also signed a detailed 
stipulation confessing that he fired the fatal slot (5506) . 

The task force observes that the only way one can 
be "legally guilty** of first degree us w^ j ^y is %j!2£si sne 
acooo^lishes. or aids or assists in the acconplishRient. of 
the wrongful killirig of a hmtan being with premeditation 
and malice aforethoui^. Thus. Bay has judicially confessed 
that intended to and did kill Dfr. King. 
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S«ccnd, Say rclAcec in wricir^ Co «uchor Hul« a 
Mxx>ry of his odyssey fcm HLssouri State Prison to.MBOphis 
whidi ackn^ledged that he bought the tottHpt vieapon, made 
his way to Meophis. rented the xocra there at 422 South 
Main on April 4. 1968. vsii^ the alias "Jbhn Willard/' 
vaited in the vhite Histai^g. and drove "Raoul" away fran 
the crime sceie after the mrrder «ix>lly unauare of the 
killing of Dr. KiDg, In this version "Raoul". or "Roual", 
is the n^sterlous killer uhcm Ray thought to be an 
international gun-runner; Ray bou^t the murdffr weapon for 
**Raoul" thinking it was to be displayed to prospective 
Mexican buyers in Room 5-B of the "flop house" on South 
Main Street (Ooie. p. 130-131). 

Third, in a statement read on a progran of Station 
KM3K-IV St. louis, Missouri, in /^iigust of 1969 by his 
brother Jerry. Jaooes Earl R^ was quoted as allegix^ that 
he was the innocent victim, "die fall guy" of a scheme by 
tl» FBI (MeQf>his 44-1987 Sub H-SeS) . This description of 
^ crime contains no reference to Raoul. 

Fourth, the nost recent story available to the 
task force is reported as the result of a four hour interview 
by Uayne Chastain. Jr. . for the Pacific News Service. 
October 20, 1974. It is to the effect that Ray was "set vp 
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MS a pacsy" for "Saoul. '* Zc proceeds Along cfae scae lines 
M the tele told by to suthgr Rule that there «u to 
be a neecing at ttie zooning bouse at 6p.m. wLth an 
international gin rtsner. Bay «bs instructed by Raoul to 
have the white Histang at the curb for "Raoul's** use that 

6:00p.in. to get air in a low tire and found police suazning 
all over the place v^en he tried to return at 7:05p.m. He 
could not park, was turned back by police and learned only 
after driviz^ 100 miles into Mississippi ti)at he had been 
associated vlth ^ men vbo killed Dr. King CEhe Assassinations . 
Dallas and Beyond . Edited *by Peter Dale Scott « Paul L. Hock 
and Rissell Stetler. Bandom House, 1976, pp. 315-317). 

Ihe task force views the exculpatory content of these 
vaiyli^ and patently self -serving tales to be unbelievable, 
the varying details are materially self -refuting. Bay first 
adnlts full guilt. He Umxi says he waited innocently at the 
cusb and took off after the shot vLth "Raoul" as a passenger. 
He next says he vbs the catspaw of the FBI. And finally, 
he and the Histax^vece-not in the area vftien the shot «as 
fired and he never saw *^(aoul" after the event. 

The ^e witnesses to the "get CDMay", saw only one 
man who resoobled Bay. Ihe man left in a hurry in a white 
Hostang as Bay adoltted doing in version mnber two. Ife 
concluded Bay was lying about the existence c£ a '"Baoul" . 
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8iV'* Stipulated judicial ocnfessicn caaports in 
detail with the facts disclosed fay the investigation and 
the iailuxe of the self-eerving stories persuasively 
undemines the liJcelihood of any con^ira^. 
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2. Motive 

Jooes Earl Bay, bozn 1928, vias raised under 
difficult cdrcixnstanoes. His parents wese poor, wiedti- 
cated and generally resided in areas surrounded by 
criininal activity. Ifay did not achieve a high sdiool 
education, nor did he attend any vocational Institution^' 
After enlisting in the axn^ in 1946, Vay did not meet the 
miUtazy's standards and %ibs discharged in 1948 for lade 
of adaptability. (HQ 44-38861-3333, 3987) . 

Thus, at the age of tweity-cne, he had a very limited 
education, vas not trained or skills at aziy particular job, 
and vas a reject of the ndlitaxy establishment. Thereafte r , 
he proceeded to participate in and be apprehended for a 
nwber of criminal actions for vAiich he viould be incarcerated 
for fourteen of the next eighteen years until his escape fxon 
the Missouri State Penitentiary in April 1967. Bay's criminal 
activities included robbery, forgery and burglary (HQ 44'38861* 
4143} . Be was not known to have been involved in crimes irfiere 
victims or witnesses were physically harmed. 

files disclosed that Janes Earl Bay has an IQ of 105 
(HQ AA-38861-3503}. 
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In March 1968# Jaxnes Earl Bay was fidrty years 
old and MS wVbt knuwi tD hsm had a sesLxcm relatiair 
Alp witii a nan or wexoan during his adult life. Although 
he was about to OGnndt a vezy inf anous crime of assassinar 
tion, neither his childhood, his militazy years nor his 
adult life of crime and inprisoninent signaled such action. 
His crijidnal activities were not those of a hired or self- 
aooonplished prenieditated murderer. fO^ then would Jaioes 
Earl Ray murder Or* Martin Luther King, Jr.? 

An analysis of Ray's prison records and interviews 
id.th his pnsm innates reveals worn probative facts witii 
respect to a moti^. For exanple, in 1955 Ray was incar- 
oerated in the federal penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas 
for forgery of post offioe ncney orders. On Septehber 12, 
1957, Kay was approved for the honor fam at Leavenworth, 
but was never transferred there because he refused to live 
in the Integrated domitory at tte faun CBQ 44-38861-1678) 
Ihus, he was si^^posedly willing to sacrifioe this benefit 
and its acoGnpar^ing privileges to avoid association with 
black prison^s. 

An innate with Ray at Missouri State Penitentiazy 
for eroroxinately three years, stated that Ray hated 
Negroes. He further stated that Ray had said that 
all the THegro prisoners inside the penitentiary should 
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be killed. He also xespandeA tiiat en eevacal oocasicsns 
jta^ had said he %#oald kill Or. Martin Luther Tinq, Jr, , 
if the price Msre right* In 1966, there wes a ziot at 
the penitentiaxy. Three blades were killed. 3te innate 
would not state ^^ther Bay had participated in the 
killings. Be did say that, if Bay had not, he %«ould 
definitely know who had killed the prisGners. Be also 
said that he would not be surprised if he acted without 
being paid for the killing. It should be noted that another 
prisoner yas a chef at VES and Bay's boss for six years* 
Stated that this innate mbs a good friend of Bay and he also 
hated Negroes. (HQ 44-38861-4443) . 

A seoond innate vith Bev &t the Missouri State 
Fenitentiazy from 1960 until 1965, claimed that he 
recalls that Ray was glad vihen President Kenned/ was killed 
and stated ''that Is one nigger-loving S«O.B that 9ot shot". 
The prisoner also advised that Bay disliked Negroes. During 
the time period ^Aien King was leading dencnstrations and 
mardies BSEy would beoone aggravated and tpset reading 
this information in newspapers to the point that he w>uld 
curse Xing and the Negroes. Be further stated he had heard 
prison rumors that Bay was supposed to have killed three 
blade prisoners at the penitentiary* Finally # he related 
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that in 1963 Ray otace the rsnarx thar he going to 
get Martin Luther King %Aen he got out of pclecn. 
OQ 44-38861-2678, 2791) « 

A third innate at MSP frcni 1962 witil 1965, 
described Ray as a ""lone wolf" vho never trusted 
anyone* He stated that Ray a racist and w&s heard 
many times discussing his dislike of Negroes. Another 
prisoner became aoquainted vdth Ray in 1965 and said that 
Bay ccnmented if he ever got out of jail he was going to 
make hiinself a "hunch of money. " and Bay further said a 
"Businessnen's Association" bad offered $100 #000 for 
killing Martin Luther King. This prisoner said that 
Ray did not knov %i)at the "Businessnen's Association" 
m, but he intended to find out. (HQ 44-38861-4143) « 

A oeUinate with Bay in 1955 at Kansas City who 
later served prison time with Ray at Leavenworth, Kansas, 
was also incarcerated with Bzry at M5P. Be stated that 
during the period when President Kennedy was assassinated 
fhe mouanpnts of DT, f&rtin U2ti^ King berame tiie tcpic 
of conversation at the penitentiary. Many prisoners heard 
that businesanen had raised a considerable anount of money, 
aibout one mLllion dollars/ as a bounty en King's head. Be 
further stated that Rsy menticned a dozen tines that had he 
known about the bomty on Jbtsi F. Kennedy's head and 
had he been free he would have collected it; and, if he 
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got out in tue and King wre sdll ad*/e# he *wculd 9et 
the boiffity on King (BQ 44-38861-4143) . A prisoner 
vhD wu at 16P f zon 1958 through 1965 stated Bay did 
not like Negroes and ms enable of killing Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. (HQ 44-38861-4143) « 

Ray^s psydiological badkgzound is also a very 
inportant avenue of review. As a result of a voluntary 
psychiatric examination in 1966# Reiy was described as 
having a sociopathic personality, antisocial type with 
anxiety and depressive features (HQ 44-38361-3505) • In 
1954, a prison sociologist stated that Ray*s delinquencies 
seem due to in^aulsive b^vior, especially when drinking 
(HQ 44-38861-3335) • These ^laracteristics and ccmnents 
about Bay support the opinion of psychologist Or, Mark 
Freeman. While Bay was in Los Angeles he was a patient 
of Dr. Fteenan. Dr. Freeman believes that Bay was potentially 
capable of assassination, was a self-motivated person who 
could act alone, and likely fantasized on being sonecne 
inportant. 

There were tMD matters involving Bay and blacks 
lAile outside prison yiddx shed sane li^t on whether his 
hatred of blacks and need for iirportance and profit could 
have motivated him to nurder. Nhile in Mexico in the fall 
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of 1967, Stay associated with a Mexican vonan, -Isna 
Morales, in tiie City of Puerto Vallarta. Morales adnitted 
spexyainq considerable tiine with him and recalls an incident 
that took place on Sunday, Octcber 29th. She and Bay were 
seated at a table in a bar and were driiiking when four 
blacks and several white persons arrived and were seated 
at another table. She stated that Ray kept goading the 
blacks for scene reason. Thereafter ^ Bay left his table 
to go to his car, and %A)en he returned he asked her to 
feel his pocket. Morales did and felt a pistol in his 
pocket. Bay stated to Morales that he wanted to kill the 
blacks. Be then continued to be insulting and when the 
blades left he stated he \iW.ted to go after than. Morales, 
however, told hiia it \ms time for the police to arrive to 
check the establishnent and Bay stated he wanted nothing to 
do with the police^ tliereby texminating the incident (HQ 44- 
38861-2073) . 

A seoond incident took place during Bay's stay in 
Los Angeles. James E. Morrison, a bartender at the Babbit's 
root dvb there, identified Bay as a frequmt custcner. 
Morrison said that on one occasion Bay became engaged in a 
political discussion with hiia regarding Robert Kemed/ and 
George Wallaoe. Bi^ became rather incensed and vdh€mently 
supported Wallace. On another occasion. Bay had had a 
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discussion with Pac Goodsell, a frequent feaale custcoer, 
egncernlz^ blades and tiie dvil xi^^ts novenent. Ray becana 
very involved and b^an dragging Goodsell touazda tlte door 
allying, '1*11 drop you off In Watts and ws*ll see Yaa you 
like it there" (HQ 44-38861-3557). Bay then supposedly went 
outside and had to fi^t two persons, one being black (Huie, 
pp. 96-98). 

Tfaus» it aeons clear ^t Kay openly dlspl^ed a 
strong racist attitude towards blacks. \hLl& in prison, 
¥ay stated he would kill Dr. King if given the opportunity 
and Ksy was prepared to threaten or attadc black persons 
in Puerto Vallarta« Mexico, with a weapon for i^azently 
a racial reason. Ihese events and occurrences leading to 
the assassination of Dr. Ki>ig and the assassination itself 

Yet* Bay's apparent hatred for <te civil rights XDcrveoent, 
his possible yearning for recognition , and a desire for a 
potential quick profit nay have, as a whole, provided 
sufficient iapetus for hio to act, and to act alone. 

3. Sources Of IVinds 

Shortly after the search for tjsy began, it was 
xeoo^iized tiiat he had traveled extensively following his 
esc^ from the Missouri Peiitentlaxy. Ifaraover, in addition 
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CO noraal living ecpcrses, had aade several rjb- 
etancial purdiasesi e.g., cars, photo equlpoenCp dance 
lessons (See, list of knoun e^er^tures, App. fic. 4). 
These expenditures suggested that be had financial assist- 
ance and hence possible co-conspirators. Therefore, the 
Bureau was particularly interested in determining hLs 
sources of ixiccme. Oh April 23, 1968, tiie Director advised 
all field divisions to oonsider Say as a suspect in may 
iiisolved bank robberies, burglaries or armed robberies 
occurring after April 23, 1967. The resxjlts vere negative. 

On April 29, 1968, the Director in a teletype to 
all SAC*s ordered ttmt all Isa enforcement agencies \ighldi 
loalntained isildentif led latoit fingerprints be contacted 
and requested that fingerprints of Bay be cxxspared in order 
to detprmfne his past imB3t^wO(jLB Snd pOS».bly establish 
his source of fisids. Again, negative results vere obtained. 
Ihe Director, on May 14, 1968, reminded all field divisions 
that Ray had spent a considerable accunt of woney from i^xril 
23, 1967 until April 4, 1968, and advised that a source for 
tiiese monies had not been determined. The Director ordered 
that photographs of Ray be displayed to appropriate witnesses 
in unsolved bank robberies and bazdc burglaries. These efforts 

and all others to date, vith one exception, have proved 

£ J ^ 
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As a result of cne of Hul6*s Lxik srdclts, thft 

i_-Liii T"i" mmy^ ^ ■ m^aa^ ^^^^ ^i i ^ 

Xttstaunnt in Ulznedca, Illinois, for approadaately ci|^t 
weeks. As « dlshuasher and oock*s helper, had received 
dttdcs totalii\g $664 fron Vay 7, 1967 through June 25. 1967 
(See. list of fcnoun incone. ipp. A, Ex. 5). Ihls is the 
only known source of Incooe for Bay following his prison 
escape. Bepcrts frcm the Bpyal Canadian Mounted Police 
Indicated no knmn robberies or burglaries fdhich oniLd be 
connected vlth Bay, nor did liexlcan authorities notify 
the Bureau of any criminal activity which oould be associ- 
ated with R«y. Ihe Bureai investigated the possibility 

in 1967, but it was establiahed that he was not a particl- 
oant. 

Bay related to author Hule that he robbed a food 
store in Canada, and ^t an individual naioed *7taoul'* 
furnished him funds on a continuous basis for various 
vndertakings. Ihese natters were actively pua»ued by the 
Bureau but have been corroborated by them. Nor have 
they been corroborated by private inquiries of writers and 
joucnalists. It is the Bureau's opinion that Bay most likely 
cocEtnLtted on a periodic basis several robberies or burglaries 
during this period in order to sufiport himself. Bay*s criminal 
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background does ler^ crederxe to this ti'jBOxy. 

The task force Interviewed 9ay*B brodier; Jerry 
Vtsy (See« Interview of Jerry Say, Deceiber 20, 1976 » App. 
B) . He stated that to his knowledge f axdly nenbers did 
not provide Janes vith ary funds. Jerry adnitted he net 
with his brother two or tttxee times during his eaplaywent 
at tlie Uinnetka restaurant and advised that he, not Jaoes, 
paid for their eating and drinking expenses. However, 
when Jerry again sat his brother on his return frcot Canada 
in August, 1967, James did have sone scni^ because it «as 
he who paid for their e9q>enses v^ch Included a ootel roan. 
Jerry added that James also gave him his car canoenting 
that he would purchase a more expensive car in Alabama. 
Jerry stated he was unaiware of where his bro^ier had 
obtained his non^ as well as the amount of voney he had 
at this time. 

Accordingly, the sources for Bay*s funds still 
renain a nystery today. 
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4. Family teicacts and Assisranct 

Our revlev ot files lidlcated that the FBI 
had no hard evidence liiiklng Janes Ray to any ocxispiracy 
to kill Dr. King. Absent such evidence, the Bureau 
apparAtly discounted the slgplflcance of aay contact 
between Kay and his faodly. As the Chlcagp case agent 
told us, it is not tsiusual for a fi:^tlve or a person 
\jho has coazoLtted a given crime to be In toudi with 
foally oeahers. Uhile such contact may render the actions 
of the family neoher criminally llsible. It is not generally 
purs\jed absent some evidence of direct participation in the 
crime. 

Hwever, in 11^ of the fact that a good deal 
of si/stery still surrounds James Bay and the assassination, 
particularly the means by vhidi he financed his life style 
and travels, we concluded that on the basis of the infor- 
natiai vhidt was tnoovered. the Bxsreau should have pursued 
this line of the investigation more thoxou^y. 

The connection of the B^y faodly to the crime against 
Or. King may have been nonexistent. Ihis does not alter the 
fact, however, that the FBI discovered that the subject of 
the largest manhunt in history had been aided in his fugitive 
Status by at least one family meofoer. Ihia and other facts 
suggestive of family assistance became dear as the Bureau's 
investigation progressed. 
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First, Jchn and Jerzy 3&y >;ad 3igniiic2r4Z ccntacrs 
vith Janes ^le he vas in Missouri State Penitantiazy 
(MSP) at Jefferson City, Missouri. Jerry Ray visited 
James three or four times and had borrowed non^y from 
James Gn at least one oocasion during his oonf inanent 
(Chicago 44-1144 Stb G-17) . John Bay visited or attercpted 
to visit James Bay v^le at tSP on at least nine occasions* 
Ae last visit took place on April 22, 1967, the day before 
Ray esca^^ed (HQ 44-338B61-4503) % The Bureau also discovered 
that %ihile in prison at MSP Janes Bay had a fellow innate 
aeanA a moray order to a fictitious conpany (Albert J. Pepper 
Stationary Co.) in St. Louis, Missouri. The ncney was sent 
to the address of Carol Pepper (sister and business partner 
of John Bay) vhere she resided w.th her husband Altert. 
Janies Bay had told the irinate who sent the money that it was 
a of getting non^ out of the prison (HQ 44-38861*2614) . 

Seoond, James Earl B2y was seen by several people in 
both the St« Louis and Chicago areas during the period 
imnediately after his escape. In St. Louis (where John 
Bay vas living) two fonner inmates at MSP, stated that they 
had seen James Bay cn separate occasions. One stated that 
be had seen Bay three times between Msy 10 and 17, 1967 (Kansas 
City, 44-760-^786) • The other saw Bay entering a bank with 
Jimnie Owens and spoke briefly with Bay as they entered 
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OQ 4A-3886I-3A83). In the Chicago area \toe Jerry Say 
was living* ^ Bureau (Hscovered thac Jones Ray had 
purchased a car on Jme 5, 1967 (Chicago. 44-1114 Sii) D 
fic. 85) and had worked in Ktxsietka, Illinois. 9ay*B 
coployers also told Bureau agents that Janes Rey had 
received several calls rrcm a oan claiming to be Bay* s 
biotlier Imoediately prior to Jmes* departure from his 
Jcfc. Utiey stated that these calls had a visibly distirtarsg 
effect on Janes Bay (Chicago 44^1114 Sub G-37) . Jerry 
Kayats, faUker of die Bay brothers, told the FBI that he 
Cfvetheard John and Jerry mention that James had been in 
Chicago during the sunser of 1967 (Chicago 44-1114-508) . 

Xhird, In California, the FBI discovered two facts 
vhidi pointed toward possible contact between Janes Bay 
Old his brothers. Bicfaard Gonzales vho vas a fellow 
student with Bay at the bartending school In Los ^eles 
told Bureau agents that Bay had told him \jpan oonpleticn 
of course that he (JRay) was going to visit a brother 
in BiisLnghaa for two %9edcs (HQ 44-38861-1233) . Ihe BBI 
also Interviewed Marie Martin, cousin of Charles Stein. 
Ste stated that for seme time before March 17, 1968, (the 
dace when Bay left Los Angeles) James Bay had been stating 
that he was in need of funds and was %«aitlng for his brother 
to send him seme money. 
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Fcurth» l^irough an Infocnsnt the Bureau discc^^xed 
that Jexzy Ray taay not have been entirely ca ndi d vith the 
ipecial agents during his several interviews. 3he in fonn ant 
disclosed to Bureau agents m JVne 7, 1968, that Jerry Ray 
stated he had seen his brother (Janes) at least onoe at a 
pre-arranged meeting place in St. Louis ^lortly after his 
esca^. Jerxy also allegedly stated to the infcmnant that 
he had recognised the fhotograEh of Eric Starvo Gait as 
being identical with his brother Janes prior to the tijne 
the FBI had first contacted hin in connection with the 
assassination. He did not want to tell the FBI everything 
he Icnew out of fear that James would be caught. CHQ 44-38861- 
4594.) 

Correspondenoe recovered by tiie Bureau indicated 
that Jerry nay have heard f ran Janes in Canada in June of 
1968 (HQ 44-38861-4517 and 4518) . Janes Ray was in Canada 
during April and of 1968 prior to his departure for 
London en 7, 1968 (HQ 44-38861-4595) . It is also noted 
that Jeny had earlier told agents that he had received nail 
from Jaites« while James was in prison, at Post Office Box 22 



-104- 



Wheeling, ZllL-)Ois (Ciica^o 44-U4 Sub G-26} . 

Fiiially/ in Nov^snber, 1968 it became clear that 
Janes Bay had been in toudi witii his bcother Jtxxy. Illinois 
Bobor vi^cle records shmed that cn August 25, 1967 Jannes 
Ray (using the nane of John L. Rayns) transferred his 1962 
Plynouth to Jercy (HQ 44-38861-5413) . This was during the 
period vihen Janes Ray was making his way fron Canada to 
BinQinghan, Alabama. It has continued to be a nystery 
as to %diy Ray went to Alabataa, hew he traveled there, and 
where he obtained the several thousand dollars he had vAien .. 
he arrived. 

Thus, at least one family nenter, Jerzy, had lied 
to the TEL and had beccroe subject to federal criminal charges 
for aiding a fugitive. Be was never confinnted with these 
facts hy the Bureau. In the task force interview of Jerry 
Ray, he confirmed the. fact that he had lied to the Bureau and 
had se«i his brother Janes cn several occasions.^ Jerry 
denied knowing anything about Jaraes* travels or his source 
of funds (Interview of Jerry Ray, Deoeiriber 20, 1976, fpp. B) . 
However, the tadc fbxoe found the credibility of Jerry's 



*/ The task force attempted to talk to James and John Ray 
but an interview was refused in both instances* 
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denials to be sus?ecc. In Ug^c of this Iw credibility 
and critical passage of Cioe tAdch has allowed the ^tacuce 
of lioitatiflns to xm, ve conclxaded tliat the TBI abandoned 
a significant o^wr tunity to obtain answers frcm fosily 
nsobers concerning some of the inportant questions about 
Janes Earl Bay lAiich still reoBin. 

D. Critical Evaluation Of The Assassination Investigation 

As tiiis report reflects, there was a wealth of 
infoxmatioa in the files developed by the ISl nurder 
investigation. Ve have been sble to dig vp some additional 
data. Otily a small part of any of diis information has 
beei made a natter of any official public record. Seme of 
it was eabodled in the stipulation agreed to by James Earl 
Ray and Judicially adcnowledged in open court by him (widi 
a stated reservation as to agreeing to the wording indicatixig 
a lade of a conspiracy). Seme emerged in Kay's post-conviction 
efforts to get a new Grlal. A quanti^ of Ha 'Hxiofficial" 
evidentiary data and a great deal of nds-infonaation was 
gleaned by the news media and by professional writers. It 
is understandable therefore that man/ suspicions have been 
generated and, because of Justice D^artment rules against 
disclosures of raw investigative files, have gone unans^^ered. 

First, fte ta^ force has concluded that the investi- 
gation by the FBI to ascertain and capture the surderer of 
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Dr. Murtin Lather K2xrg. Jr. , wbs thoiroughly, honcscly 
and successfully conducted. Mt submit tliat die minute 
detslls coasted In nds report nply support this con- 
clusion. 

At the very outset of the izxvestigstiaR telegraas 
wnt to all field offices of the Bureau Instructiz^ the 
S^)ecial Agents In Charge to take personal si^>ervlslon of 
the Investigatioci, to dieck out all leads in 24 hours, and 
notizig that th^ wuld be held perscmlly responsible. 
(HQ A4^38861-153) . The files we reviewed slvw that this 
directive was conscientiously followed. Ihe Bureau sou^t 
first to identify and Ideate the ourderer using the obvious 
leads. Ihey chedoed out aliases, tracked the Graces left 
under the Gait alias, and used the knoun fix)gerprints from 
the xaurder -veapoci and tt^ contents of the blue zipper bag 
left on South Main Street to elindxiate suspects. This 
badctradcing ended In Atlanta. At this point the Bureau 
initiated a diedc of the crime site fingerprints against 
the white male *Wited furtive" print file. This produced 
the aliiDst "instant** dlsoovexy that the wanted man. Gait, 
was James Earl Bay, an escapee firam Missouri State Prison. 
In fact the "Instant" discovery was a tedious hand seardi 
started in a file of sane 20,000 prints, lhat It took oily 
two hours to maike a matdi is said by die Bureau experts to 
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be largely sheer Itidc; Ic could have taken deys. 'At 
accept the eq>lanatlan that the fingetprinc teardi was a 
nomsl next resort after not&al lead procedxres were 
eadiausted. 

Second, the task force vleus the evidence pointing 
to the guilt of Jones Earl Ray as the man who purdiased 
the ourder gtsi and \ibo fired the fatal shot to be conclusive. 

It was possible fisr the task force to create a well 
docuooented history of Jaooes Earl So/ from the noamt of 
his escape to his capture in &igXand, using the investigation 
reports in the FBI files and to corroborate and fill in 
essential details with Bay*s own statements (admissions) 
in his letters to author Uilllaai Brad£(3rd Huie. Fran this 
dironology, from the laboratory proof, and from Ray's 
Judicial adbdssions it was concluded that he was the assassin, 
and that he acted alone. We sav no credible evidence pro- 
bative of the possibility that Ifay and any co-oonspirator 
were together at the scene of the assassination. Ra/'s 
assertions that aomecne else pulled the trigger are so 
patently self -serving and so varied as to be \^lly unbellev- 
able. They becooe, in fact* a part of the evidence of his 
guilt by aelf*refutatlon. 

Ihird, we found that conspiracy leads ( aliunde Ray's 
versions) had been conscientiously run down by tiae FBI even 
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thou^ tliey had no possible zelacion to R^*s stories 
or to the Inown facts. The results were negetlve. 

We found no evidence of ny oonplidty oA the part 

He acknowledlge tliat proof of the negative. I.e. , 
proof that others were not involved. Is here as elusive 
and difficult as it has unlvearsally been in criminal la». 
But the sun of all of the evidence of Ray*s guilt points 
to him so exclusively that It most effectively makes die 
point tiat no one else was involved. Of course, somecne 
could conceivably have provided him vlth logistics, or 
even paid him to mm i t t the crime. However, have 
found no occ{)etent evidence upcn xMch to base such a 
theory. 

Fourth, It is true that the task force unearthed 
•one new data - data Mitdch answers seme persistent questions 
myd the FBI did not se^. But the Bureau concentrated 

on the principal in the ease and mudi was not considered 
iii|)ortant to his discovery and apprehension. We find no 
dishonesty in this. A lead spggestiz^g that one or both 
of Janoes Earl Bsy*s brothers were in contact %>lth him after, 
and in aid of, his escape in 1967 from the Missouri State 
Prison, and before the nurder of Dr. King, vas vot followed. 
It was not ttiearthed until after Ray*s capture in fi^land 
on June 8, 1968; It was then apparently deemed a lead made 
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sterile by supervening events. B/ hindsight the task 
force believes Jerxy and John Ray could have been * 
effectively interrogated furdier to learn their knowledge » 
if any, of James Earl Bay's plans, his finances and whether 
they helped him after King's death. 

Finally, the task force observed instances of FBI 
headquarter *s reluctance to provide the Civil Ri^ts 
Division and die Attorney General with timely reports on 
the course of the Tnnrder investigation. For example, 
early in the investigation in a reaction to a press report 
of Attorney General Clark' s.eiq^ectation of making a progress 
report to tiie nation, FBI Director Hoover vorote: *Me are 
not going to make any progress reportB" (HQ 44-38861-1061) . 

Ihe Bureau files reflect a significant degree of 
disdain for the supervisory responsibilities of the AttomQr 
General and the operating Divisions of the Department. For 
exanple, the Attorney General authorized the institution of 
prosecutive action against the suspect "Gait" (Birmingham 
44*1740-1005). But then, apparently without further consul- 
tation with the Attorney General or the Civil Rights 
Division, the Bureau pr^ared and filed a criminal oonplaint. 
The Bureau selected Bindn^iam as the venue in which to 
file the ccn(>laint in preference to Mecophis because t±A 
Bureau "could not rely on the U.S. Attorney at Meophis** 
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and 'VnuXd lose control of the situation" (H:i A4-3886I-lS55). 
The Bureau scenario called for then advising the Attorney 
General "that clrcunstances have required the action taken** 
(HQ 44-38861-1555). 

We suboDlt that in tills sensitive case the Departmental 
officials in Uashii^gton ^lould have been consulted. 

As another exanple, at the extradition stage of the 
case, nexiced discourtesy vas esdiiblted to the Attorney 
General and to Assistant Attorney General Fred Vinson. In 
a telephone discussion vlth the Attorney General lAo 
ccoDlained of being *Vept in the dazk*\ an Assistant to 
the Director accused the Attorney General of falsif icacicns 
and *1u^ up the phone**. Again, when Assistant Attorney 
General Vinson was detailed to England to arrange for the 
extradition of James Earl Bay. the Legal Attache was ordered 
to be "diplomatic but firm with Vinson and that under no 
circumstances should Vinson be allowed to push our personnel 
around" (»^ 44-38861-44A7) . 

The task force views this lack of coordination and 
cooperation as highly iiRprqper. The Attorney General and 
ttiB Division of the Departioent having prosecutorial 
responsibility for an offense being investigated should be 
kept fully abreast of develc^iments. The responsible 
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Division, moreover, should have sufficienc control of the 
Bureau's investigations to insure that the legal necessities 
of pleading and peoo£ are met. 

In fairness to the Bureau it has to be observed 
that it is Hyt obligation of the DqMrtnent to insist on 
these perogatives. We do not think it effectively did so 
in tite King mirder case. 



112- 



m. THE SECRHY EWESTIGATICW 

A. TBI Surveillance And Harassment Of Dr, King ■ 

1. Initiation of Technical Surveillance and 
COitfiHi'k) Type Activities 

In order to reconstruct the actions taken by 
inai>ers of the FBI toward Dr. King, the task force 
scrutinized the basis for the Initiation by the Bureau 
of any action with respect to Dr. King. During the reviev 
it was revealed that on May 22. 1961. Mr. Alex Bosen. then 
Assistant Director of the General Investigative Division 
(Division 6) . advised Director Hoover in an inf onoation 
memorandixa. per his request on Dr. King and four other 
individuals in connection with tiie 'Treedooi Riders," 
that "King has T»t been investigated by the FBI" (Msoo 
froa Scatterday to Rosen. Iky 22, 1961. App. A. &c. 7). 
The ocoDranduca contained few references on Dr. King. The 
Director eoonented. with regard to the omission of a 8id>Ject 
TiBtter ixivesti^tion on Dr. King: "Uhy not?" The substance 
of the report was forwarded to Attorney General Kennedy, and 
the TBI did n>t pursue the King natter at this time. Thus. 
FBI personnel did not have nor did they assune a personal 
interest in the activities of Dr. King through Vay» 1961. 
Rirtherncre, in 1961. infomation in the Bureau files on 
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Dr. had only beei gleaned from sporadic reports , 
and this particular report to die Director was provided 
ly Division 6 uhlcfa had responsibility for dvU ri^ts 
natters. 

In the beginning of 1962, the FBI started and 
rapidly ocntizued to gravitate toward Dr. King. The 
secpience of events has alrea<fy been reported in seme 
detail by the Senate Select Coonlttee as well as in the 
Robert Hxc^ Ri^ort \Mch you received in March, 1976. 
The task force In Its review of pertinent docvments con- 
fixns these reports. 

In essence, the Director cocnunicated to Attorney 
General Kemed/ during 1962 and 1963 a host of loeooranda 
concerning the Interest of the Connunlst Party in die 
civil rl^ts nDvenent, and, in particular, Dr. King's 
relationship with tuo frequently consulted advisors whom 
the FBI had tabbed as nedbers of the Coonunlst Party. As 
a result of the deep Interest in civil ri^ts affairs by the 
Attorney General and by the Kecmetfy Adndnistratlon, these FBI 
reports had the effect of alarming Robert Kenned/ and affecting 
his decisions on the national level. 

The net efiBect of the Bureau nenoranda nearly 
culminated in die sunner of 1963 i4ien Attorney General 
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Kennect/ suggested conslderadon of cechnical surveillance 
on King and die SCLC (H) 100>106670-3631) . Previously. 

m 

the bulk of FBI Intelligence on Dr. King was secured by 
technical surveillance of one of his adNdsors and from 
Informants close to his associates. However, when Attorney 
General Kemecty \gas confrcxited shortly thereafter wit^ the 
Director's request for sudi surveillances, he reconsidered 
his suggestion and denied the request (HQ 100*106670-165, 
171) . Attorney General Kennedty as well as several other 
D^>artDent officials were sincerely concerned with Klng*e 
association with alleged cooounist neofcers since proposed 
civil rights legislation was tiien very vulnerable to the 
attack that connuiists were influencing the direction of the 
civil ri^ts novBuent. Yet, an affirmative program to 
gather intelligence with King as the subject was still 
considered ill-advised. However, a significant turn of 
events within the circles of die PBI hierarchy would soon 
reverse the Attorney General's decision, and without his 
loiowledge the PBX would also laisich an illegal comter- 
Intelligence program directed to discredit and neutralize 
the civil zi^ts leader. 

Director Hoover's desieanor toward Dr. Ring has been 
well publicized and is sumarized below. Certainly, as 
the task force determined, this played a vital role In 
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FBI affairs, aa did tne Director'a attitude touord tha 

Ooonuilst Varty, On August 23, 1963, then Assistant 

Dixector of the Dooiestic Intelligence Division, William 

C. SullivBn, pursuant to the Director's request, presented 

a seventy-page analysis of e9q>loitatian and inflxjence by 

the Coomnist Part^ on the American Negro pc^iulation since 

1919 100-3-116-253X). Ihis report and Mr. Sullivsi's 

synopsis showed a failure of die Coanunist Party in addeving 

any significant inroads into the Ne;gto popiilatian and the 

civil rif^ts SDvenent. Director Hoover responded: 

**Ihi8 neno raidnds me vividly 
of those I received vhen Castro 
took over Cuba. You contended 
then that Castro and his cohorts 
were not CociiLnists and not 
influenced by Cooiiunists.. Tiise 
alone proved you vnrong. I for 
one can*t Ignore lite toenoa 
as having only an infinitesimal 
effect on the efforts to exploit the 
American Ifegco by Cooitunists" (H^ 100- 
3-U6-25330. 

Ihe Director's comment had a resounding effect 
on Ifr. Sullivan. Sevm da^s later, he replied: 

'The DLrector is correct. We 

vere coipletely vn^jng about 
believing the evidence was not 
sufficient to detexndne some 
years agp that Fidel Castro vms 
not a cconnnist or under conmrdst 
influence. Ini investigating and 



U6- 



vriti2)g about ooanunlsm and the 
American Negro, we had better 
rcnsifcer this and profit bv the 
lesson it should teach us. ' (Hon 
frcm Sullivan to Belncnt. August 
30, 1963. if/p, A. Ek. 8). 

Even note ispcrtantly, Mr. Sullivan also said 

in response to the action tliat he now believed was 

necessitated in detezinining cocmiinist influence in die 

civil xi^ts movenent: 

'*Iherefore, it may be unrealistic 
to limit ourselves as we have been 
doing to legalistic proof or definite- 
ly conclusive evidence tiiat would 
stand up in testisxmy in court or 
before Congressional cocmittees that 
the CcciDunlst Part^, USA., does t^eld 
substantial influence over Negroes 
\^ch one day could beccne decisive.** 
(iden.) 

The FBI hierarchy had no written ccoraents on this weao- 

randum either supporting or negating the Assistant director's 

proposed line of action. 

Then, In Septenber, 1963. Mr. Sullivan recoDxnended 

"increased coverage of coDnunist Influence on the Negro" 

Oiemo trm Baungardoer to Sullivan. Septeoher 16, 1963, 

App. A, fie. 9) . Ihe Director re&sed and oaasented: 

"No I can*t mderstand how ^ou 
can 80 agilely switch your think- 
ing azv! evaluation. Just a few 
weeks ago you contended that the 
Coaranist influence in the racial 
tDOvetnent was Ineffective and infin- 
itesimal. This - notwi^tanding 
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oany nsos of specific Instances 
of ijifilrracion, Mcv you wane 
to load die field dcMci with ncre 
coverage in spite of your recent 
netoo £preciating CP Influence 
In racial noveoent* I don't Intend 
to %iBste tine and money mtll you 
can nake up your nlnds vihat the 
situation really is" (idem.) 

In ooDBsntlng on a cover noDo to the above Sullivan 
request, Director Hoover also stated, "I have certainly 
been ndsled by previous wbdos \iddi clearly showed 
ccomzdst penetration o£ the racial novenent. The 
attached is contradictory of all that. Me are vasting 
manpower and mon^y investigating CP effect in racial 
movenent if the attached is correct" (Hbod for the Director 
frcQ Tolson, Septetiber 18, 1963. App. A, Ix. 10). 

By now the Domestic Intelligence Division was 
feeling the full weight of the Director's dissatisfaction 
with ttneix vDxk product. Mr. Sullivan again replied on 
Sqttoiber 25, 1963, in a famble manner that Division 5 
had failed In its Interpretation of caouiist infiltration 
in the Negro movenent (Memo from Sullivan to Belxoont, 
S^teober 25. 1963, iipp. A, &c. U). The Assistant Director 
asked tiie Director's forgiveness and requested the oppor- 
tunity to approach this grave matter in the li^t of die 
Slrector's interpretation. Director Hoower sanctioned 
this request but again reprimanded Mr. Sullivan for stating 
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diat camuiist ixiflltratian "has not reached the poinc 

of ccntzol or dooiiiiaticn.** Ihe Director curtly oopnented 

iSbat 'YIertaixily this Is xiot true vltli respect to the 

King connectian" (IdaO . One could now foresee that 

Dr. King would be closely watched by FBI personnel. 

In Octc>ber» 1963, the Director forwarded a request 

to the Attorn^ General for tedxdcal surveillance of 

Dr. King's residence and the SCUC office in New York City. 

This tine the FBI received authorization for technical 

surveillance and it was instituted almost imnediately. 

Jxx addition. ^ FBI had prepared a new analysis on 

comuilst involvenent in the N^ro movenient (Camunism 

and the Negro Movement, October 16. 1963, App. A, Be. 12) . 

A cover nanDtandim of tMs analysis written by Assistant 

to the Director A*H. Belsmt to Associate Director Clyde 

A. Tblson reads: 

'^Ihe attached analysis of CcmaLsnlsm 
and the Negro Movenent ia hl^y 
explosive. It can be regarded as a 
personal attack on Martin Luther 
VHng. there Is no doiibt It will 
have a heavy i2i;>act on the Attorney 
General and anyone else to \itan we 
disseminate It • . * This nemoranduni 
may startle the Attofmey General, 
particularly in view of his past 
association with King, and the fact 
that we are disseminating this out- 
side the Departzimt*' (Memo from 
Beliimt to Tolson, October 17, 1963 
App. At 13). 
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lb tiie latter part, cha Director wrota. "Me sufC do our 

duty." Mr. Beliimt fijrdier said: 

*)levi^:theless. mecDrandua is a 
powerful \«m2ng agaiz»t Coosunlst 
influence In tbe Negro no v ement . * .** 

The Director Issued his feeling to tMs poslticn and 

added* **I m glad tiiat you recognize at last tfhat there 

exists 8\x:h influence.** 
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2. Predicate for tiic Security tevestiggtlon 



Ihe security InvestigatlGn of Ve. Martin Luther King. 
Jr. , and the Soutliem Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
«B8 predicated on the belief that they were tjnder the 
influence of tte Connunist Party, ttiited States of /merlca 
(CPUSA). The basis for this belief was that Dr. King relied 
xjpon one particular advisor %to was tabbed by the TBI as a 
XBhking Caomnist Party vaher CP 100-392452>133) . 

This characterization of the advisor was provided by 
sources the Bureau considered reliable. The task force was 
privy to this characterization throu^ bodi our file revieir 
and our Septenher 2, 1976« conference with representatives 
of the Bureau's Intelligence Divlsioa. For security 
purposes the sources were not fully identified to the 
task force. Therefore, tlie veracl^ of the sources and the 
diaracterlzation are remaining questions. 

Ihe advisor's relationship to King and the SCLC 
is maply evidenced in the files and the task force 
concludes that he was a most trusted advisor. The files 
are replete with instances of his counseling King and 
his organizatian on matters pertaining to orgsnization, 
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£ixunee, political stratc^ and speech writing. Sane 
exanples follow: 

Ihe advisor organized. In King's nare, a fixid 
xalaii^ society (HQ 10O>106670-47» 48). This ori^nlzation 
and the SCLC were in large financed by concerts 

arrangad by this person QXl 100-106670-30). He also 
lent oosisel to King and the SCLC on tite tax consequences 
of charitable gifts. 

On political strategy, he syggested King make a 
public stateoent calling for tlie appointiaent of a black 
to the Supreoe Court 0S2> 100-106670-32 , 33). This person 
advised against accepting a ncvia offer fam a movie 
director and against approaching Attorn^ General Kennedy 
on behalf of a labor leader (jXl 100-106670-24) . In each 
instance his advice «as. ac cepte d. 

King's speech before the AH^-CIO National Cbitvention 
in Deceober, 1961 was written by this advisor QK^ 100-392452 
131). He also prepared King's May 1962 speech before the 
ttiited Packing Hciuse Ubrkers Convention (HQ 100-106670-119). 
Ih 1965 he prepared responses to press questions directed 
to Sr. King frm a Los Angeles radio station regarding 
the Los Angales racial riots and from the "New York Tines" 
regarding tiie Vietnam Usr. 
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Tht relationship betMeen King and his advisor* 

as indicated, is clear to task force. Uhat is not 
dear is whetlier tMs relationsh^ ou^ to have been 
considered either a possible national security threat car 
CFUSA directed. Ife conclude that Justification may have 
existed for the opening of King's security investigation 
but its protracted continuation was tziMerranted. 

Our conclusian that the investigation's opening 
nsy have been justified is pdbnsrily based on nenoranda. 
smmarized below, written during the first six months of 
1962. It is pointed out t^t in Octoiber. 1962 the Bureau 
ordered the OCMZNFIL SCLC investigation (HQ 100-438794-9). 

Tn January xiie Director wrote the Attorney General 
and told him that one of King's advisors was a cocnunist. 
At tiiis tine he alSo poizited out that tile advisor wrote 
King's Dece±ier, 1961 AILrCIO ^eech and assisted King in 
SCLC natters OX) 100-392452-131). 

In March the Attorney General was advised that a 
Muxh 3, 1962 issue **SbEt Nation" magazine carried an 
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artlclt critical of the adolzdstxatlan's handling of 
clvU rln^ts. Tha article \ms ostensibly written by ^ 
Martin Luther King but in fact the true author was 
another advisor dtaracterlzed by tlie FBI as a ranking 

venDber of the Coccunlst Party (HQ 100-106670-30. 31). 

In May the Attorn^ General learned that the CFUS^ 
considered King and tte SCLC its most in|>ortant wottk because 
the Kennedy Adbdnlstratlon was politically dq>endent upon 
King OP 100-106670-58). 

lastly, in Jixie, 1962 the Attorney General became 
autare that Kiiig's alleged Camunist advisor had recoaniended 
l±e second ranking finwnmist to be one of King's principal 
assistants (HQ 100-106670-79 , 80). Later King accepted 
the recGDiaendation. 

The conclusion tihat the investigation's continuance 
vas xziuBxranted is based on the following task force finding: 

The Bureau to date has no evidence vftiatsoever tiiat 
Dr. King was ever a ooonsiist or affiliated with the CFUSA. 
This was so stated to us by representatives of the Bureau's 
Intelligence Division during our SeptaAec 1, 1976 conference. 
This adnlsslon Is st^iported by cur perusal of files, which 
included informnts' nanoranda and physical, microphone and 
telq>hone surveillance neooranda, in \Adch we fomd no such 
indication concerning Dr. King. 
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The Bureau provided us with no docunentatlon 
that the SCLC wder Dr. King was ai^thlng other than a 
legltimte organlzetim devoted to the civil rl^ts nove- 
nent. 

The Bureau files that vie exandxied lacked aay Inf or- 
natioa that the alleged CoDnuiists* advice was dictated by 
the CFUSA or inimical to the interests of the Uhited States. 
Indeed, in early 1963 the Bureau learned tiiroug^ reliable 
sources the principal advisor had disassociated himself 
frca the CFUSA. His reason vas the CFUSA was not suffi- 
ciently involving itself in race relations and the civil 
rights novement QV) 100-392452>195). 

3. King-Htxver Dispute 

The flames of Director Hoover's antipathy for 
Dt. King were fanned into open hostility in late 1962 ^^len 
Dr. King criticized the Bureau's performance during an 
investigation of a racial disturbance in Albany, Georgia. 
Efforts to interview King by the Bureau were not successful 
(ffl 157-6-2-965) and the natter lay dormant for a time. 

The controversy was publicly rddndled in early 1964 
«hen the Director testified before a House i^rc^nriations 
aubcaoraittee that he believed coonunist influence existed 
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in the Negro jUTvcoent. Tijng cantered by «ccusix\g ^ 
Dibcecta? of fbettix^g sactsts end rtcjtit vtogers QI) XOO-3 
116-1291). Surtog )toveBi>er of 1964» the Director told 
e gnxp of Vbshii^ton wooien reporters t2iat Kiiig vas "oie 
most iiDtoriaus liar in the ootntxy." A MtA. later. Director 
Hoover referred to "aexual degenerates in pressure groups" 
in a speech at Ipyola Uhiverslty CS^ 162-7827-16) . 

Or, Ung Sid bis isnediate staff requested a meeting 
vlth Director Hoover to clear vip the oisimderstandizig . The 
neeting «as held on Decesber 1, 1964. Hoover clained that 
"he had talcen the ball auay from King at the begizning.*' 
explainiz^ the Bureau's function and doing nost of ttA 
talking* Oh the other hand. King apologized for reaaxks 
attxibuted to his and praised tlte vozk of the Bureau. Ihus, 
an tneasy truce was ncraentarily readied. CHQ 100-106670-563. 
607.) 

However, oontroversy flared again a letter 
was circulated by the Southern Christian Educational find 
($CZI) ^ddi referred to the criticism of Dr. King by the 
Director and urged the recipients of the letter to vrite 
or wire the President to. zessve Hoover ftffteg- jbi a 
woo from Sullivan to Belscnt on Deceifcer 1A» 1964. Sullivan 
stated: 
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**ln yLea of this tirjacion, realisa 
Kakes it msidatocy that ve t«ke every 
prudent step that we can take to en^rge ' 
ocnpleteXy victoriously in this c onfl i c t « 
Idt should not take any Ineffective or 
balf-wa/ measxxres, nor blind ourselves* 
to the realities of the aituatixxi/* 
' (HQ 100-106670-627.) 

We believe tlie persistent controversy between Dr. 
King and Urector Hoover was a s^jor factor in tlie Bureau's 
detennination to disexedit Dr. King and ultinately destroy 
bis leadenthip role In the civil ri^ts no v g n e nt . 

4. Technical Surveillance 



Our review of FBI files and interviews with ftTreai 
personnel substantially confiznis with a few additlcns tiie 
findii^s \4iidi have already been reported by Mr. Hjrphy 
and the Senate Select Comnittee on Intelligence with respect 
to the electronic surveillance of Dr. King and his asso c ia te s. 

We found that socie toLcrophone surveillances were 

installed in New Yozk City a^iinst Dr. King and his associates 

iM.ch have not thxa far been reported. These installations 

were as folloMS: 

Americana Hotel CHQ 100-106670-2224, 4048) 
4/2-3/65 ( gyabol) 
6/3-3/65 ( sydbol) 
1/21-24/66 &o syAol) 

Sheraton Atl^tic (NY 100-136585 Sub-Files 7-Q) 
12/10-11/65 (synl)ol) 

New York Hilton m 100-136585 Sub Files U-12) 
10/25-27/65 (^ynbol) 
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All of these Installations vlth tl« occptLon of 
the placenent at tAe Aaerlcana Ibtel In Jmaasy; 1966 
appeax to have been tjnproducttve eldier because Dr. King 
did not reside at the hotel as plsnned or the recordings 
made did not pick \3p any significant Infannatlcn. 

Ihe installation 1^ the New York Field Office at 
the ilnierlcana Hotel on Jaruazy 21, to 24, 1966. caused 
seme oonstemation within the FBI hlerardx/ and Is 
illustrative of ho» the Bureau apparatus could«an rare 
occasion, continue to fisictloh mvm ocntraiy to the wishes 
of the Director. The installation was oade at A nerlcana 
on January 21, 1966, pursuant to the request of SAC Rocncy 
in New York. Assistant Director WLlliam Sullivan authorized 
the coverage. Bureoi files indicate ^t Associate 
Director Clyde Tolson, i^on being infonaed of the coverage, 
wrote back on tiM same day in a rather portucbed fashion to 
have the oilcraphone reaoved "at oice.** Tolson advised the 
Director that *te one here*' approved the oov^age and that 
he had again instructed Sullivan to have no microphone 
installations witlnut the Director's approval. Hoover 
oonfixned TblsoD^s directive. OiQ 100-106670-222i»). 

No syolx}! nurber was ever attached to this coverage 
as was the standard practice. This was apparently due to 
the strong disapproval voiced by Headquarters. Yet, despite 

-128- 



Hoover*! orders, the coverage vis maintained and a good 
deal of intelligence on Kill's personal activities vas 
obtained and transcribed. These activities are reflected ' 
in a six page neiDrandiin. 100>106670-4048.) 

Irrespective of the level of Bureau approval 
«hlch «BS required for electronic aurvelUance Installa- 
tifins during the King years, our revise reinforced the 
oonclusiaas of the Senate Select Oamnittee that the purposes 
behiztd this intelligence gathering became twisted. Several . 
Instances of Bureau correspondence are Instructive. Section 
Chief Baungardner in recoanending coverage of King In 
Honolulu urged an expos\sr^ of King's '^noral weakness*' 
•0 ^t he oould be "for the security of the nation, ocm- 
pletely discredited** (HQ 100-106670 J\zie File, Memo BaixngardMr 
to Sullivan, January 28, 1964). In a siioil ax msDO froDD 
Sullivan to fielamt reooomaidlng coverage in MLlwdcee at 
the Schroeds: Hotel, the eqnressed purpose was to gather 
infonDation on "entertainnent" in vhich Kix^ might be engaging 
ainllar to that *Hzioovered at the Villard Hotel*' (HQ 100- 
106670 JmB File, Mbdo Sullivan to Belmont, January 17, 1964) . 

Director Hoover, vpaa being Informed of the results 
of the surveillance, ordered that they all be inmediately 
transcribed despite DeLoach's recocomendatlon that the tran- 
acribix^ be done Uter (»} 100-106670-1024). As each of the 
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£lle reviews has shcun, portions of suDmarlcs of the 

transcripts vere widely disseminated ancng govermental 
officials. These diasmrfnatlons Included a rather 
ccoprehenslve six volume transmittal by tiie Bureau in 
June, 1968. This was at the apparent request of the 
President through Special Counsel Larry Tenple for all 
inforoation ccnceming Dr. King. izicXudlng the instructions 
and i^roval of former Attorney General Xomedy regardiz>g 
the electronic surveillance of lElng (Hano R. W. Stadth to 
miliam Sullivan, June 2, 1968, referring to neno DeLoadi 
to Iblson, May 24, 1968, setting forth the President* s 
^gequest) . Eluded with the transcripts were several 
suraarles, previously dissenlnated. and several hundred 
pages of Bureau camunicatlons to the Uhite House frcm 
1962 to 1968 regarding King and his associates. Ihe 
purpose of the Vhlte House request vos not stated, but it 
was the most coonplete accuzulation of transmitted liiforma* 
tlon on the electronic surveillance of King %^ch we 
encountered during our review^ of Bureau files. Ihe task 
force noted the timing of the alleged Uhlte House request 
and subsequent transmittal particularly in llg^t of 
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Director Hoover's cccnunlcation to the White House on ' 
Murdi 26, 1968 (izicluded In tlie transmittal) «hicfa 
advised l^t Bobert Kennedy had attempted to contact 
Dr. King before annoisicing his candidacy for the 
Presidency 01) 100-106670-3262). 

The task force reviewed selected portions of all 
of the transcripts in the Ting file as well as selected 
portions of several tapes from «hidi the transcripts 
were obtained. An inventory of the tapes revieiijed is 
set forA below: 

1) Washington. D.C., 1/5-6/64 C«>llard Hotel, 

15 reels) - Beel Nbs. 1-6. 9. 10. 11, 12 and 14 

2) Atlanta Tape (synfcol) (one reel) 

3) Oonjjosite Tape 12/15/64 

Track No. 1 - Vlkshington, D.C. recordings 
(edited version of 15 reels) 

Essentially, we reviewed the tapes by listening to the 

beginning, middle, and end of each tape and conftared It to 

the corresponding transcript. They were basically accurate 

transcriptiois in tlie sense that «hat was in the transcripts 

was also on the tapes. However, sane material on the tapes 

was not put on the transcripts apparently because either 

that portion of the reca:dii\g was garbled or unclear or 

it was considered uniiqportant. 
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Our review of the ccoposice tape, the AtXante 
tape and the agents handuritten notes tncluded la the 
bene vith tlie recordings from the Ktllard Hbtel gave an 
additional Indicatiaa o£ ^tere ttie Bureau's Interest 
lay with respect to Ir. Kix%. The ccofiosite tspe contained 
''hi^hli^its** of the fifteen reels of tape ftom the WLXIard 
Bot^ and s|ipeared to consist of little more tihan episodes 
of private ooRversadLons and activities vhidi the Bureau 
close to extract frm the original recordings. Ihe 
Atlanta tape «bs obtained from ttie telephone tap on tlie 
King residence and consisted o£-6everal of Dr. King's 
oonversationa. These included conversations of Br. King 
with his wife regarding his personal life and had nothing 
to do with his political or civil rij^ts activities. The 
handwiittea notes from t3ie original WLllard tapes contained 
notatiois as to ^t point in the t^e a particular personal 
activity or conversation took place. 

5. CPINIEIfBO Type and Other Illegal Activities 

The task force has docvnented an extensive progran 
within the FBI during the years 1964 to 1968 to discredit 
Dr. Kiz«. tesuant to a Bureau meeting on Decenber 23, 1963 
to plan a King strategy anl tSae Sullivan proposal in January, 
1964 to prcoote a new blade leader, the FBI accderated its 
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program of dlsseoiinatliig derogatory Information, %^ch 
was heavily fraught vlth the Bureau^s oun chareccerlza- 
tlons of King, to various individuals and organlzatlGns 
vho vere In critical positions vls-^a-vls the civil rights 
leader. Our review/ has essentially confirmeid those already 
perfonnsd by the Civil Rl^ts Division and tibe Senate Select 
Cnrmrittee and we, therefore, do not duell on those areas 
wuch th^ have already COvBred. vfe did find, hOw€W» 
additional proposed activities against Dr. King, sose of 
^Mch were approved by the Director. Ihey are instructive 
not only In revealix^ the extent to vhldx the Bureau was 
willing to carry Its efforts but also in shodng the 
atmosphere among sane of the rank and file ^ch this 
program against King created. 

In Novecober, 1964^ the Bureau discovered that 
Dr. ¥ixig was desirous of neetlJig with hl^ British officials 
^iiile in Bigland during King's planned trip to Eurc^. 
Section Chief Baxjqgardner recoaxnended a briefing for the 
purpose of informing British officials concerning King's 
purported cannunist affiliations and private life 
OK) 100-106670-522, 523). Within three days the briefings 
had been coipleted (HQ 100-106670-525, 534, 535). 
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Oat particular dlsseidziatlaa, the oanttnts of \M,dti 
vaa not revealed in the files, ves apparently initiated 
and carried out personally by die Director. Gki January 22. 
196S, the SAC in Atlanta adviaed Mr. SulUvan that, 
pursuant to their electronic surveillance, die Bureau 
ABBznea cnsc idng nao pnonea naipn ADeznaoi/ ana coapxauieci 
that Hoover had had a neeting vith a particular Atlanta 
official \Mle in Washington attending the Znauguration. 
Acoordinig to King, vben this official returned to 
Atlanta he contacted Dr. King senior and passed on a 
"good deal" of infccinatlan. According to Sullivan's 
QBiD to Belmont. Dr. King. Jt, was very vpset (HQ 100- 
106670-768) . The files did not reveal at^ formal proposal 
£Dfr this briefing but Section Chief Bauqgardner later speculated 
that the Atlanta official was Chief of Fbllce Jenkins 
since the Director had net with him on January 18, 1965 
(HQ 100-106670-780). Ihe files do not indicate whether 
the Director suggested that the infonoation be passed on 
to Dr. King's father. 
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Ita comeetifln with the post-assassinatiai 
efforts to declare a national holiday in nsiDzy of 
Dc, Xing Senate Select Coimittee has outlined 
in its report tiut attenpts by the Bureau to prevent 
such a declaration by briefing various menbers of 
Congress on King's background (HQ 100'106670-3586). 
We discovered that the Bureau also sent a scnograph 
on King to the President and the Attorney Gener£d 
in 1969 for this sane purpose (HQ 100-106670-3559). 

The Bureau's efforts to discredit Dr. King's 
np v aae t xt also inclxided atten|>ts to damage the 
reputation of King's family and friends. Ihe Bureau 
looked very closely at Coretta King although a 
security Investigation was never opened. This 
included scrutinizix^ her travels In an atteqpt 
to vsicover possible facts esbarrassing to her. 
These attempts also Included a plan, proposed 
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by Assistant to the Dixectoar DeLoadi and approved 
by Hoover to leak infonnation to the press that Coretta 
King and Ralph Aematihy were deliberately plotting to 
keep the assassination In the news by dainlng a conspiracy 
esdsted in order to ke^ nonetazy contributions flowing 
for their benefit (m 44-38861-5654). 

Ralph Abexna&y and Andrew Youig also becane Bureau 
targets. Shortly after the assassination tlie field was 
insonicted to xqiort any infonnatlan on possible "ImiDral 
activities*' of Kill's tuo associates (HQ 62-10S032-lfcrecorded 
serial, Atlanta to Director, April 29, 1968). Presixnably 
tliere were GOTNIOntO type purposes behind this request. 

Ihe Atlanta Field Office in atteqptlng to deocnstrate 
the initiative and imagination demanded by Headquarters 
proposed addLtional measures against Ralph Abemati^. The 
Bureau learned ^t after Dr. King's deaxh, Rev. Abemathy 
nay have voiced sane concern over possible assassination 
attaints on his own life. The Atlanta office proposed that 
the Bureau begin notifying Abemathy directly (instead of 
only infoiming the police) of all threats against him in 
order to confuse and worry him (HQ 62-108052-Unrecorded 
seriel, Atlanta to Director. March 28. 1969). This activity 
was not qiproved by Headquarters. 
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Bureau files indicate that the TBI may have also 
attai|>ted to help the executive brandi In its efforts 
to deal wltli Abernathy after King's death. Ih a idhso 
to Associate I>irector Tolson, Director Hoover related 
a tele^Km conversation widi fanner Vice President 
Agnew in vMch Mr. Agnew esqpressed concern over the 
"inflanmatory" statements Mibidti Abernathy had made. 
The Vice President was seddng information from Ibover 
\4ilch could be useful in destroying the credibility of 
Rev. Abemad^. Hoover agreed Co die request 0X1 100- 
106670-lkireoorded serial, Hoover to Tolson, May 18, 1970). 
We did not find what infonoation, if an/, was forwarded 
to the ^ce President. 

Finally, «e discovered that a series of illegal 
surreptitious entries was conducted by the FBI. Some 
of these entries had as one purpose, among others, the 
obtaining of information about Dr. King. Ihe FBI in 
the review of its Indices was tnable to locate records 
of any entries onto the premises of Dr. King or the SCLC. 
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The agents began to retrieve Informatlati about 
Dr. King durix^ tiiese entries tfarou^ the use of photo- 
grafiftis. In one Instance a supervisor in the app r o priate 
field office requested authority to conduct an entry 
for the espress pjrpose of obtaining infortnatlcn about 
Dr« King* The proposed entry was approved at Head- 
quarters pursuant to a telephone call by an Inspector 
and was later conducted. 

Oo. four subsequent occasions tiie Bureau again 
conducted entries and obtained infoxmatlon concerning 
nng and the SCLC. Oct one such occasion a specimen of 
King* 8 handwriting was obtained. The purpose of 
gatliering this piece of intelligence vas not revealed. 

Bureau policy at the tizne of these entries 
required the approval of such field requests by 
Urector Hoover or Associate Director Tolson Qteoo 
Uxtetor, FBI. to Attorney General. Septenlier 23, 1975). 
We assume tliat such approval was granted. Handifnritten 
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mtatlcGS on the field office tossos indicate that 
tfie Bureau was advised of the entries In each case. 

We also raise the issue of these illegal entries 
because aside froai being violative of Fourth Aaendment 
ri^ts the entries ran the risk of Invading a privileged 
relationship. 

We note in passij>g that the TBI continued to 
ecploy an inf orman t in the SGUC despite the fact that 
tbe infornant conceded to agents that tiie infor ma nt had 
ohezzled sccse SCLC funds. The Bureau voic^ strcng 
disapproval of these activities. Yet, no legal or 
disciplinary action was ever taken with respect to 
the informant (HQ 134-11126-56, 57), 
B. Critical Evaliation of tiie Security Investigation 

In the area of domestic intelligence the nendate 
of the FBI has been both broadly and vaguely defined. 
It is stated in die Code of Federal Regulations as follows 
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(The FBI shall:) carry out the Presidential 
directive o£ Septerber 6# 1939, as reaffirmed 
by Presidential directives of January 8, 1943, 
July 24, 1950 and Decenter 15, 1953, designating 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation to take 
charge of investigative %iQrk in mtters relating 
to espionage, sabotage, subversi^ag activities, 
and related natters (28 OH 0.85 (d)) « 

Given tills d^arter and the history of the sometines 

overpotfi^ering infltaenoe of the views of the late Director 

J« Edgar Hbover on his subDrdinates and on suooesive 

Attorneys General, it \ms understandable that a security 

investigation should be initiated into the possible 

influence of the Ooniunist Party, U«S.A«, cn Dr« Martin 

Lutiier King, Jr« TVio of Kirg*s close advisors, at the 

outset of the security matter, %iBre reported to be 

Ocnnunist Party menfaers fay sources relied xpon by the 

Bureau. 

Ihe security investigation continued for aJjnost 
six years until Dr. King's death. It verified, in our 
vletf, that one alleged Oannunist was a very influential 
advisor to Dr. Xing (and hence the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference) on the strategy and tactics of 
Xing^s leadership of the black civil rights movement of 
the early and midrsixties. Another had no sudi weight 
although he seared to be of use to King. But this 
very lengthy investigative concentration on King and cn 



the priziclpal advisor established. In our opinion^ 
that he did not **8eir* Dr. King any course of conduct 
or o£ advocacy vhidi can be identified as consunist or 
*Tarty line". King, himself never varied publicly or 
privately from his cGnndtnent to non--violence and did 
not advocate the overthrow of the government of the 
ttiited States by violence or subversion. To the contrary, 
he advocated an end to the discrimination and disenfran- 
chiseaent of minority groups which the Constitution and 
the courts denounced in terms as strong as his. We 
oonclxxied that Dr. King ws no threat to domestic security. 

/nd tile Bi^eau*s continued intmse stsveHlmce 
and investigation of the advisor clearly develqped that 
he had disassociated Minself from the Connunist Party 
in 1963 because he felt it failed adequately to serve 
tlie civil rights mo v e m ent. Thus ^ llndi-pin of the 
security investigation of Dr« King had pulled himself 
out. 

We thiiik the security investigation ^ch included 
both physical and technical surveillance, should have been 
tensiriated on the bwis of %^t was learned in 1963. 
That it vas intensified and augpented by a OOINIEUPBO type 
cacDpaign against Dr. King was unwarranted; the OOZNIELFRO 
type canpaigHf iODreover» was ultra vires and very probably 
in vloUtion of 18 U.S.C. 241 (and 2A2), i.e. felonious. 
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The contiming security invescigaclon reflects also 

_ _ ^ > > - - #« < t ^1 • 1 

respGcisiblllty for internal security natters failed badly 
in %^t should have been firm supervision of the FBZ*s 
internal security activities. 
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IV. BECXMlENDmONS 
A. As To The Hgder Investigation 

Tht task force does not fault the tednlcal 
oai{>etence of the investigation conducted into the 
death of Sr. Kiqg. Me found no new evidence %Adch 
calls for action by State or Federal Aathoritles. 
Our concern has developed over adninistrative 
concoodtants of die crime detection tactics. 

1. The progress of such sensitive cases 
as the King nurder investigation and die developoent 
of legally sufficient evidence to sustain prosecution 
are- properly the ultimate responsibility of the Division 
of the D^artznent having supervision of the kind of 
crdninal prosecution involved. The Division head should 
delineate vhat progress reports he wishes. The Bureau 
should not be pemitted to manipulate its sufanlssion of 
reports to serve its purposes, such as die protection 
of its public xelaticn efforts, or the prevention of die 
responsible Division of the Department fztin causing the 
Bureau to pursue a line of inquiry vMdi the Bureau does 
not approve. Ihe AttomQr General and his Assistants are 
the officers most accountable to the electorate and tttey, 
not the police agenqr, vust maintain effective supervision. 
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2. As a corolltfy o£ our espousal of tighter 
Department authority over tht TBI, «e tecomDend that the 
Bureau's public relations activities and press relations 
be controlled by the Attorney General's Office of Public 
Iifbrmation. Clear directives to prevent tlie development 
of personality cults around particular Bureau Directors 

and officials should be draun. Bureau press releases should 
be cleared tlnrou^ l±»e Office of Public ^nfotnatlon. 

3. Ihe task force recooznends that in sensitive 
cases no criminal actlm be Instituted by the Bureau \iilthcut 
the closest coordination and consultation with the supervising 
Division of the Department. This supervision by the Depart- 
Bcnt should be as tijfht is the control and consultation the 
Bureau had with its Field Offices as eaddbited in our review 
o£ tiie assassination investigation. 

4. It «BS observed that almost no blacks were in 
the FBI special agent's corps in the 1960'8 and none in 
tbt Bureau's hierarchy. This wdoubtedly had ttut effect 
of Uniting not only the outlodc and inderstanding of the 
pfToblems of race relations, but also sust have hindered the 
ability of investigators to coanunlcate fully \ilth blacks 
during the nurder investigation. By way of illustration 
had there been black agents in the Mesphls Field Office 
participating fully in the investigation of Dr. King's 
marder, it is unlikely that the interviews with 
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«t lease three black toetEbers of the Mesphis Police and Fire 
Department would have been overlooked. It is alto vtiy 
probable that black citizen "lead!* iiiput vould have been 
greater. 

As Tb Ihe Security tovestigation 

The task force vas diazged to address itself 
particularly to the question of \jhether the nature of die 
relatioiship between tlie Bureau and H:. ting called for 
eriminal prosecution, disciplinary proceedings, or other 
appropriate action. Our responses follow. 

1. Because tiie five year statute of lisdtatlons 
has long since xwi wi csetSjoZ reCGraoHid criEsSnal ^^o3ecutlun 
of any Bureau personnel, past or present, responsible for 
the possible criminal harrassnent of Or. King. (16 U.S.C. 
3282). !k> evidence of a continuing conspiracy \das found. 

2. The re^ponslblll^ for initiating and prolonging 
the seandLty investigation rested on the deceased Director 
of the Bureau and his innedlate lieutenants, some of vhcxn 
are also deceased and the reoainder of «Am are retired. 
They are b^ond the reach of disciplinary action. The few 
Bureau personnel \ibo had anything to do with the King securlQr 
investigation txd who are still in active service, did not 
make oomnand decisions and merely followed orders. Ue do not 
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think they are the proper subjects of any disciplinary 
action. Some of the activities conducted, fudi as die 
tednical electronic surveillance, had the approval of 
the then Attorn^ General. 2he Courts had not adequately 
dealt with what authority rested in the executive branch 
to initiate such surveillance in the interest of *Vatlonal 
security". Ife do not thixdc the 'leg men'* in ^ Bureau 
should be held to an undefined standard of b^iavior. ouch 
less a standard not observed by the highest legal officer 
of ttiB govezxiBent* 

Ihe Bureau's OOHHELFRO type activities, the illicit 
dlssexdnation of raw investigative data to discredit 
fir. King* ^ efforts to intinldate him, to break up his 
xoarriage, and the explicit and ia;>licit efforts to black- 
mail hin, were not fully known to the Departeent, but were 
none-tlie-less ordered and directed by Director Hoover, 
Assistant to the Dixectra: Deloach, Assistant Director 
Sullivan and the Section Qiief under him. 

In our view their subordinates were far rasoved 
from decision responsibility. Moreover, we think the 
subordinates clearly felt that, by reason of Director 
Hoover's oveipov«ring and intimidating domination of the 
Bureau, they had no choice but to inclement the Bureau's 
directions. Baiitive action against the very few 
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regaining subordinace agents would seen to the- task force 
to be Ixiapproprlate in these circumstances «nd at this 
very late date. 

3. The Bureau's illicit surveillance produced 
t^>e8 and transcripts oonceming Xing and many others. 
Ihese may be sought by King's heirs and r^esentatives. 
Unrse still, they nay be soqght by maibers of the public 
at large under the nreedooD of Infonnation Act. Ve 
reccnmend that these tapes and transcripts be sealed and 
salt to tiie National Archives and that the Oongress be 
asked to pass legislation denylx^ any access to them 
%A)atever and authorizing and directing their total 
destruction along with the destruction of material in 
reports and mssioranda derived feon them. 

4. Ihe potential for abuse by the individual 
occipying tiie office of Director of the EBI has been 
ao^ly d e non s trated by our investigation. He tiiizdc it is 
a responsibility of the Departsnent in the first instance 
and, secondarily, of the Congress to oversee the conduct 
of the TBI (and the other police agencies of the govern- 
ment). We endorse the establishnent by the Attorn^ 
General of tte Office of Professional Besponsibility on 
Decenber 9, 1975, as an effective means for intra-departmental 
policli^ of tie Bureau. We also think the petoanent 
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Senate Select Cooxnictee on Intelligence Is m appro- 
priAte agency o£ the legislative am to oversee the 
perfoxmance of the Bureau. Both the Office of Pro- 
fessional Responsihillty and the Senate Select Ccnmittee 
should be e^essly designated in their respective 
enabling regulaticns and resolutions to be a place to 
vhich Bureau subordinates nay cocplaln. confiden ti a ll y 
and with iapisdty, of orders which they believe to 
threaten a violation of the civil rights and liberties 
of citizens and Inhabitsits of the United States. 

5. It seens to us that the wauthorized maliciois 
disseoiziation of Investigative data frcza iBI files should 
be more tiian the presently prescribed misdaneanor (5 USC 
552a(i) (1)) . A felon/ penalty dxuLd be added. 

Parenthetically, It should be noted here that it 
should be made dear that It is inproper (but not criminal) 
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£tor the Bureau to ty-pass the Attorney General and deal 
dixectly with the fMLte Bouse. 

6. The task force zeocRinends that tlte SBI ham ao 
eotteKlty to engage In COSSmJ?K> t^e activities %Mch 
involve af fiziMtive punitive action following Star 
Chatijer decisiais with respect to dltixens oc inhabitant* 
(See 18 a.S.C, 241 and 242). We believe that the guide- 
lines whldi the present Attorn^ General has established 
to govern the IBI's donestic security investigations 
effectively psed^ these activities. Otose guidelines 
noreover, a^jpear to us to pemdt only strictly legal 
ixwBstigative tedaiiques to be enployed in fuU scale 
security investigations. 9iis too we endorse. 
The foregoing corprises our regcact and reoaanenda- 
ticns. It is respectfully sutadtted. 



The Miurtin Luther ¥Sxg, Jr. 
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EXHIBIT 1 
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CHIME SCEHEi 
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HORTH CmANCe 
(«tair«ay) to 
ROOHIMG HOUSS 



'CflWlTE PHOTO of", 
."410-424 S. f.:AIH ST. ' 



■ r 



iSECGiiD FLOOR ?LAH 
"Tir.JiS=' of nOOmluG HOUSE 

SitST VAS 7i&a ... 



STAIRWAY 70 
SSCOSS) FLOOR 




PUOUAULE EXIT UOUl' 

j 422' ' I422I4 



1418-420. 



KORTH KKTRANCS 
:to ROOUINC HOCTE 



424 



SOVTH KNTItANCE I .. . 



I }' BODKISC IIOWS 



1$. UAIK ST.; 
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EXKIBTT 3 



OFFiCS Of 7Hc CHIEF H£DlCXU cXAMlKtS e,«.T.JU^ 

SS3 V«^<soA Avtsttf 
HKi»hi$« Ttnn«sset 39103 

AUTOPSY REPORT 

mmt or dcccocnt .._iiartiA-lA;th«-^-V4nni J'« ■ ' ^ 

HO«t «0*tSS « ■ '^■^ JlJj " ^^^^ 



COUNTY MCetCM. CXAMIHt* .1, T, -t-r'WI«c4-fr(rt>7-4-V.>T' 



ANA1CHICM. wACha»«» .,^ungUot-^'o;m% l tu boJy ani face if itH t' 

Fracture of nanillble 



CiUVXdil AtiOTy^ Ti".jlt, 

tlioracic), 

In trap- jl;« ,ft niry rloVt nn^p-^ In^r 



thlJi«aRi.X£>l-Jtit.\-X-tataLJ5iAS cct i rn of th? lo . cr co ryi c al and 

• 



^^.i t» I, tf^tifle A ctrtiried opinion to the County Medic 

Ci%* •••• • • • '-99 r.e fucu and flndinct to support thes* co 

• .1 • #1 £uie Medical Eximintr. 




/it ^ 
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Forn ?6S 

THE CITY CF MEMPHIS HOSPITALS 
AUTOPSY PROTOCOL 



Mama Martin Luthar Klnc Jr. 3r» »a ga Vg?r^Sgy 

. pi.t# of Admission ?>0A Pflte ond HgUT g( Death L:^ 

ni^te and Ho ur of Autoosv — l^S^S 

Pathologist rrc».*^'*nirt ar.<^ Frn^ici'^ro Assistant 

gheeked bv Da^c Complfftc^ ^'^^'^^ 

FlivAL VATHOLOGICAL DIAr.."0."IS 

Pttli^tATtV 3?.IgS ; 

!• Distant Runshot vound to body nnd face 

A, Fracture of right nandiMo 

B, Laceration of vertebral artery, jugular vein and subclavian 
artery, ripht 

C. Fracture of spins (T-1, C-7) 

D. Laceration of spinal ccrJ (lover cervical, upper thoracic ) 
£• Submucosal henorrhaj'.e , larynx 

F, Intrapulnonary hcnatoaa, apex rifiht upper lobo 

♦ 

SECOMDAnY SE^?IES ; 

1. Remote scars as described 

2* Pleural adhesions 

S, Fatty chan?c liver, ooderate 

4, Arteriosclerosis, coderate 

S# Venous cut-downs 

6» Trachepstony 

UBOTIATORY FI?f?)I\'flS ; 

Blood Alcohol - O.Oli 
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EXHI^tT 4 



1^ 



Sow Tnaan Exp<ndlturcst April 23. 1967 » 3\sm 8, 196B 



Serial 
5246 

5448 

5413 

5437X 
2192 

4692 
2192 

2068 

5402 
2192 

5400 
2324 

628 

2324 
2324 
2324 



Kent for cne week at 2731 
N. Sheffield; Chicago 

1959 Chrysler; Chicago 

1962 Plynouth; East St. 
Ionia 

Bourgarde Motel; Dorian, 



jteaount 
$13.61 

$200.00 
$209.50 

$17.28 



Kent for Apt. at Harkey, $150.00 
Apts., 2585 KOtze Dane Street, 
Montreal at $75/to; Mantroal 

Suit at English Scotch $75.06 
Woolen coRpaiy; Montreal 

Book ordered fron Future. $9.00 
Books in Ingleuood, Calif. ; 
Mcntreal 

Oorrespondence course at $17.50 
locksnitli^ Institute in 
New Jeiscy; Montreal 

Grey Kodcs Xm frcm 7/30 $195.15 
to fl/5; Canada 

Itnonola for making glass $1.00 
purchase by money order to 
E.Z. Fosmila; Montreal 

Granada Hotel; Bisningham $4.50 

Itocm and board for cne wedc $22.50 



1966 Whita Ford hSustang; 



$1,995.00 



Itocn md board; Biznd.*)ghaRi $22.50 
Itocn anl board; BirrdricjhaRi $22.50 
Denee Itfsons; Bisnin^^ $10.00 



Date 
4/30/67 

6/5/87 
7/14/67 

7/L7/67 
7/19/67 

7/22/67 
7/24/67 

7/28/67 

8/ve7 

8/9/67 

8/26/61 
8/26/61 
8/30/Cl 

9/2/67 
W67 
V12/C 
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Section 
21 
21 
9 

IB 
55 

75 

75 

75 

€9 

69 
69 

6 
6 

52 



52 
52 



Serial 
2324 
2324 
1135 

2118 
1422 

5496 

5496 

5496 

5150 

5X50 
5150 

668 
668 

4143 

4143 

4143 

4143 

4143 
4143 



BDcm and bcaxd; Bintun^an $22.50 

Boem and board; Bimin^ion $22.50 

Camera equipnsnt, Svpexior $337.24 
BulX Film Co. ; Bizminghant 

Boon only; Bimin^ham $17.50 

.38 Caliber, liberty 

Chief Revolver $65.00 

BDtel San Fkancisoo - 

10/10; Acapuloo $6.00 

Pancho Villa - 10/15; $3.20 
Ouadalajaxa 

Pandio Villa - lQ/18; $3.20 
Guadalajara" 

Hotel Rio at $4.80/day- $91.20 

10/19-11/6; Puerto 

Vallarta 

£lisa Arellano to rmt $48.00 
apt. I Puerto Vallarta 

Hotel Tropicana at $7.20 $43.20 
day - 1V7-11/13; Puerto 
Vallarta 

Bent at 1535 M. Seancano; $127^50 

Utilities at 1535 N. 

Serrano; Los Angeles $10.00 

Appointment vdth Dr. Mark $25.00 
nreeman; Beverly Hills 

Appoinbwnt with Dr. Kazk $25.00 

$25.00 

$29.00 

$25.00 
$29.00 



Appointxsent with Dr. Mark 
nceeman 

Dance lessens at National 
Dance Studio; Los Angeles 

AppointRient- with Freeman 

Dance lessons 
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Pate 

9/1V67 

9/23/67 

9/28/67 
r 

10/1/67 

10/1V67 
10/16/67 

10/19/67 

11/6/67 

IV /67 
11/13/67 

11/19/67 
1V20/67 

12/4/67 

12/5/67 

12/6/67 
12/7/67 



Section 



Serial 



Iten 



52 
S2 

6 

22 

52 
74 

6 

22 

22 

22 

22 

22 

12 
22 
12 

6 
12 
12 
22 
22 
12 

8 



4143 

4143 

745 
2325 

4143 

5399 

745 
2325 

2325 

2325 

2325 

2325 

1500 
2325 
1500 

668 
1500 
1500 
2325 
2325 
1428 
1033 



Appointment with Freanan $25.00 

Dancft Icfisont $29.00 

Danoe lessons $100.00 

Appointment with Freeaan $25.00 

PKOvindal Itotel - 12/17- . $24.00 
12/19; New Orleans 

Danee lessons $364.00 

Lodcsnithing Institute) $15.00 
Los Angeles 

Znteznational School of $20.00 
Bartending; Los Angeles 

International Schsol of $105.00 
Bartending; Los Angeles 

Bent at St. Ftancis Botelt $85.00 
Los Angeles 

Free Press of los Angeles $4.25 

lodcsmithing Institute $7.50 

CM. Hedgpeth, mail forward- $3.00 
ing service 

Bent at St. Francis Hotel $85.00 

FUtura Books $6.44 

Tiffany Enterprises $9.98 

Lociksmithing Institute $7.50 

Locfcsndth Ledger '$5.25 

Locksmithing Instituts $15.00 

PoaVWeek at 113 14th St.; 

Atlanta $10.00 



V20/i 

2/21/i 

l/29/< 
V3V- 
2/V6 

2/2V 
2/26/ 
2/26/1 

2/26, 
3/8/( 

3/24. 
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EXHIBIT 5 



erial 
S502 

1428 

5725 

432 

1033 
630 

327 

46 
4454 

4454 



Zten fiscxr.z 

Flaningo Motel 3/22; $8.00 
Seljna 

locksnithing Institute; $7.50 
Atlanta 

Tnrvelodge ttotel; $8.48 

Bixndngham 

Purctese of rifls $248.59 
Bixmingham 

Rxn in Atlanta $10.00 

Bexall Diugstoce; nhitehaven« $1.83 
Tenn. 

Rxndng house on Main St. } $8.50 

M3tiphis 

Binooulaxs; Mai|ihis $41.55 

RentA^eek at 962 DiavSas St.; $9.00 
TOLCiibu 

Itound trip aizplane ticket; $345.00 
Toronto 



3/23/63 

3/28/68 

3/29/68 

3/29/68 

3/22/68 
VV68 

4/4/68 

4/4/68 
4/16/68 

5/2/68 
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ic««n Inma: iter: • - 3' -^S^- 

Section Serial 

«a 5100 Pivroll checks fcan Indian ftail ResUurant 

^ WinnetJca. IlllJ»is 

Kay 7 $ 57.69 

May 14 84.89 

May 21 84.89 

May 28 84.89 

June 4 89.63 

June 11 89.63 

June 18 95.19 

JUne 25 77.53 
$664.34 



-160- 



EXHIBIT 6 
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EXHZBiT 7 



' ■• • UWTEB STATES COV :-IEST . ^ ^ . > . ~ 

. ' Memorandum _ . ' • ■ (^-iUi^^ 

„ : MR. A. ROSEN.<? / ©ate: May 22, 1961 ^^>-::3:: 

, ^«R. G. H. sLm^W . i' ^ 



JSARTIN Um33^ Ki?«i. JR.; 




Mcaorandusi to Mr* Rosea i 

I 



"Reverend Mmin Luther King, Jr., Pronincnt integrationist 
who led bus boycott in Montgonery Alabama . "J-^S^J^^Jg"-^" 
Itions « has been associated with fiational Association for the 
AdvSncencnt of Colored ^ People and Congress of Racial Equality. Kina. 
[has no t been inve.g lsatec\J)y^.cJLy^^/ 

bureau *fl\c*/^v^alTlSng ^nkcd Socialist Workers Party 




Mcaor«'»ndun to .Mr, Rosen' 



Southern Christian Leadership Conference (to fuFthcr 
registration) and advised "The Civil Rights law... is 



further Ne^ro vote 



Dcaninslcss 



II 



untess we CO out and laakc use of it." Xing thanked Benjamin 
Davis. Jr.T Cotwunist Party official, for givinjc blood when he 
was in a hospital following assault, Xing in 1960 indicated his 
support for Coa-aittce to Secure Justice for Morton Sobcll (cited 
bv flouse Cosuaittee on Un-A:aerican Activities (IICUA) as coaaunist 

for integration of FDI to help speed integration. King attended 
ncctings with integration leaders in Montgomery, Alabama', 5*21>61< 



9 



« 

« 
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EHUBIT 8 



BCHTBIT 9 



VNITFO SIATES CCVERNMt* * ^ I -'ZZ^^'ZZ 

Memorandum - 

I- ^ *-• ** 

to : }fT..k\ H. Belmont oatb: August 30, 1963 tt: 



moM : Hr. W. C. Sulli^X^ 

c 

•UBjBcr. COULIUNIST PAItTT, USA 
jjEGRpL.QUESTION 
IS • "qT** • • • — 




Reference is made to. the enclosed material* on which tlie 
Director has written: ♦•This meno reminds me vividly of those I 
received vhen Castro took over Cuba; Yojx contended then that Castro and 
bis cohor^ts were not Coamuni^ts and not Influenced by Co395iunists« Time 
lilone proved you' wronff, Z for one can*t ignore the memos re Kins, 

et al as. havinc only an infinitesimal 
effect on the efforts to exploit the American Kcgro by the Communists**' 

j The Director is correct. We were completely wrong about 

believing the evidence was not sufficient to determine some years ago 
jthat Fidel Castro was not a commuhist or tinder communist influence. On 
jlnvestigating and writing about communism and the American Kegro, we 
jfaad better remember this and profit by the lesson it should teach us. 

i • * ' 

j I do thinJk that much of the difficulty relating to the n<*moran 

dum rightly questioned by the Director is to be found centered in the 
word "inf l uenced* We do not have* and no Government agency or private 
iorgHnizaxion has, any yardstick which czn accurately measure "influence'' 
lylx Ihis particular context, even. when we know It does exist such as in 
jihe case of the obvious influence of 

over Martin Luther King and King*s"i£n'fluenc'i!n5ver**other KegTo 
^Steatieys/ Personally, I believe in the light of King^s powerful 
demagogic speech yesterday he stands head and shoulders over all other 
Negro leaders put together when it comes to influencing great masses of 
Kegroes. Ve must mark him now, if we have not done so before, as the ^ 
isC£t^danggxQuaJiSgrQ_JPf^ f utur e in this Kation f roni^ ^ he^^t andpoiar^' j 
|0f^jcommunism,^,the Kegi^e^ahd natipnal^j:enuritv. / / 

I * On determining membership of f^egroes in the CommuiHIst Fatty, 
jwe are- not confronted with the same problem,' Ve do have here accurate 
yardsticks for establishing membership. Of course, our standards are 
,Very exacting. This moans there are msiny Negroes who are fellow- 
travellers, sympathizers or who aid the Party, knov/lngly or unknowingly, 
but do not qualify as members. These we must not ignore. The old 
.communist principle still holds: '^Communism must be, bqilt with non- 
communist h^s/'* Therefore, it may be unrealistic to limit ourr^--' v:»s a 
o have been £doing_to lega listic yproof or definitely conclusive joencc 

^ — . y _ ' 

Enclosun ' — ' ■ 



r 
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\ 

Mcnorandun for !lr. Belnont * \ 

8S: CCUULWIS? ?ArvT7, USA 

MECRO QUESTION * 
100-3-75 



t that would stand up liL_testlinpny _ia_cou^t or before Congressional 

I coamlttees that tbo Comaunlst Party'^ 'USA, does wiold' substantial 

I "XllZIuence over Keeroes which one day could become decisive* ^ 

The nemorandum which the Director penetratively questioned, 
.while showins in the details the communist impact on Kecroes, did 
-f suffer from such limitations. .These limitations we will make every 
* effort to lift in the future. The great amount of attention this 
Division is giving to comnunist activities directed toward the Negro 
should enable us to do this. .... 

For example, here at the Seat of Government, the Negro - 
conaunlst question talces up as a whole the time of one supervisor and 
during the past few weeks four me\i have been so occupied « Additionally, 
(1) specialized instructions are regularly given the field on conununist 
Infiltration of the Kegro; (2) monographs have been written on the 
. subject and widely disseminated; (3} regularly disseminated are m'^norands 
and reports; (4) August 21, 1963, we devoted the entire Current Intelli- 
gence Analysis to the comnunist plans for the Negro March of August 2Z, 
X963| (149 copies of this- Analysis were disseminated to 44 agencies of 
the Government]^ (5) much material on the issue is given to Agents tit 
Zit-Servlce; and (8) an SAC Letter is under preparation in this Division 
BOW giving the field the benefit of what we learned from the Negro March 
on Washington and issuing instructions for increased coverage of 
communist influence On the Negro. ^ ^ 

' .As the memorandum pointed out, ythls Nation is Involved in a. 

j form of ^acl aj. revolMtion and the li me h a's_ never Jbeen so right^for 

I s 3m lpJ^,ajyjjii^o f the Ne groes^ by^communist' propagandists. " '^ Nineteen millior 

' Negroes constitute the^gf eatest single 'racial target of the Communist 
ftirty, USA. This is a sombre reality we must never lose slr;ht of. Ke 

^wilX do everything possible in the troubled future to develop for the 

j Director all available facts relating to Negro membership in the Comniunls: 

« Party ^ plus the more complex and difficult to ascertain Influence 

I of communist organizations and officials over the leaders and masses of 

f Negroes* ' ^ ' 

Ve regret greatly that the memorandum did not measure up to 
what the Director has a right to expect from our i^nalysiSe 

laOOMMENDATION ; 

Vor the information of the Director. 



Memorandum 

Ti> : Up. W. C. Sulll^^ * 




ijATK: Scptenber 16, 1963 / '^^S^^t- 



moM : ttr. F. J. BauDSardncr.« 

»oiaE(nyco:;!TUNioT party » dsa* 

CO^JlIUlilf T II:FLU2XCE XM rJlClAL MATTSaS 
IKTZRKAL SECOniTY - COnUNlST 




IT* 



This lacnorandum reconincndg lncron*;c c ^ cove rage o f con nunlgt 
influence on th e Kc rro. The nistory ot the Connunist Partjs lJ?A 
f TOb^AlT^^^!!) ciieTri t h its attenntR_to^£2^ 

recruit thc*Ke*jrb* "ihe llarcTToh Washington, was a striking 



•Jc:rC03=iunist activity as Party leaders early put into ^ 

' " ■ Well- \ 



exaiaplITXT^ 

motion efforts to :^ccruo c^ins for the CPUSA froti the Klarcb* 
documented information conccrninB the Party's Influence on a principal 
Ky n^hf leader, Reverend liartin Ijuther Kins, Jr., is but an example. 
The presenco at the Uarch of around 200 Party Tiecbers, ransins fron 
several national functionaries headed by;j:FUSA General Secretary Gus 
Jlall7 to nany ranlc-and-file ncabers, is clear indication of tl;e Party ♦s 
fa\^orita xarget (vhe Xcgro) today. 

All Indications are that the l!arch t/as not the "end of the 

I line" and that the Party trill stop up its efforts to expiit racial 
unrest and in every possible way clain credit for itself relating to 
any '*eains*' achieved by the Kesro. A clear-cut indication of the 
Party's designs is revealed in its plans to hold a highly secretive 
\ leadership meeting in Kovenber, 1963, T^hich vill deal priisiardly .wita 
1 the Kesro situation. This neetlng Is to be preceded by a'ljCus Ha-117 
I ••barnstorainc'^ trip through key areas of the country to laeet Parly 
Ipcpplc and tlius bettor prepare hifitsclf for the November -jaeet 

(The entire field is belnu alerted to this sii;uatioiPin a 
px*oposed SAC tetter (attached) • The field is beinj instructed to 
Intensify our coveraKO of cor-nunlst Influence on the Negro J5ry giving 
fullest consideration to the y:e of all possible invest iBa,tXve 
techniques. In addJiion, thr flejcl if; bQinirJ.^old to intensify its 
coverage ol thoav cotjiunlyi fronts through uiiich the Party channels 
Its influence and to ln;cnr.ify itu l:;vtr;tications of the many Party 
tteabcrs and dupes who cr,;a;:c in activities on behalf of the Party 
In the Hejro field. J^♦^t^.l•r, ar*.* sircccini 'the urgent need for 
Imasinative and r.-.trt avi- i.: t:c?: utilir.cd through our Counter- 

Intel lic^^'ic*^ rr. ,:/ar;— i:.Mi:::oa I J utteciit to neutralize or 
disrupt the rariy's actxvi;ii-u iii the :.ojro field. Necessity for 
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lienor Andun to Ur. Sullivan 
BS: COMLUHIST P^\RTY, USA 
MECRO QUSSTIOH 

^ comniNiST iNFLun:cE in racial matters 

V^00.3-116J 



The proposed SAC Letter requires key security offices 
to submit to the B^jreau, vrithic 30 days, e.n analysis of tiicir 
current covornge of conununlst activities in the Ncjro field plus 
details of their- plans for intensification. Also, those IC 
offices participating in the Counterintelligence Progran on a 
regular basis are beins required to include in their next monthly 
letters due. 10-.15-6S their plains to neutralize or disrupt Party 
activities in the tlegro field, . 

Hi:coL':^?n)ATioNt 

✓ 

It approved, attached SAC Letter go forward apprising 
tbe field as above and urging full inplementation so that the 
desired results may be achieved. Also sttached for approval are 
^necessary Manual changes. 




EXHIBir 10 



1 



9 



• , . 9/18/C3 

• « 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 



^ While the aUiiched memorandum 
. bears the initials of Mr. Bauui-ardner, 
it was prepared from a rough-draft furnished 
to him by Mr. Sullivair. ♦ 

|i It should be understood that 

1/ Sullivan, Baumgardncr, Sizoo and Belmont 



3 55 



J read the mcmorandujj; and ajijrcod with it 
prior to its submission. , 

Enclosure • 

-* Clyde Tolson ^ 



CT:LCB 




I 
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irr 11 



..Mr, C.".r^i. 

Mr. T.f..::* - 
Mr* • 
Mr. Kit^yT- 
Mr. 

Mr*. Jtr. J - 
Trie* ItMAi.. 



To: Mr« A. B. Belmont ^ ' Date: September 25, 196 

From^ Ur. C. SmX^^^i^ - 

Re: COlitlUHXST PARTY, USA t ^ 

HEOKO QUESTIOK , |X 

co:i::uj:ist iltluzkcs ik racial kattsrs * 

aNTEiUiAL SECUTvlTY - C 
PredtcRtlon : 

Reference is made to the enclosed memorandum dated 9/16/63 
and to the attached proposed SAC Letter* 

On returning from a few days leave I have been advised of 
the Diroctcr*s continued dissatisCaction trith the maunar in which { 
we prepared a Brief on the above-captioned matter and subsequent- 
memoranda on the same subject matter. This situation is very 
disturbing to those of us in the Domestic Intelligence Division 
responsible for this area of work, and ve certainly tfant to do 
everything possible to correct our shortcomings ♦ T/e absolutely will 
not be stubborn about admitting any mistakes ve have made or bo 
stiff-necked and unbending concerning our analysis of this ms^tter. 
The Director indicated he would not approve our last SAC Letter 
until there was a clarification and a meeting of minds relative to 
the question of the extent of communist influence over Kegroos and 
their leaders. In this memorandum 1 will seriously and sincerely • 
try to clarify a most regretable situation. It is prepared not on 
official office memorandum but rather on plain bond believing that 
this discussion need not be made a matter of official records 

Common 'Agreement : 

^- First, I am sure we* all are in agreement . on the following 

wbich was in both the cover memorandum and the detailed brief 
a'ttached: (1) for the past 44 years the Communist Party » VSA, has 
spent enormous sums of money and ceaseless efforts to influence 
Negroes and to make communists out of them; (2) the 19 million 
Kcgroes in the country today constitute the greatest single racial 
target of the Communist Psirty, USA; (3) Kegro leader Uartln Lutlier 
King, _ _ .does have as an cxtrca^^lv important 

advisor . : (4) we 

are right now in this nation engaged in a form of social revolution 
and the time has never been so right for exploitation of the 
Kegroes by communist propagandists; and (5) ythe Communist Party 
could in the future make prodigious stridcs'and great successes wit) 
the American Necro to the serious detriment of our national security 
Id addition to the abovSi the material furnished contained many pn^t 
of specific examples of communist policies, pfoa^ame-ami-ftetlvitlcs 



Enclosures ^^A'-*^^ ^* a^^ Jt. 
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ilcoorandua fcr ?<Ir. Belrsoct 

RS: cou»rj:iisT ^^ahty, usa 4 

MEGaO QUESTION 

coidMUMisT ii«tlue:{C£ ih racial HATTCnS . 

•howlnc communist Involvenent in Noffro racial matters IB this nation « 
r#lative to which can all agree. 

Essence of the Situatio n: 

■ ■ ■ • ^ 

The essence of the situation seems to be this: Ve 
presented what facts there are in our files In the Drlef in question 
and I know that the Director certainly v;ould not ^ant us to clo other 
than this. *The position taken at the tl»o the Brief was written was 
that, while there is conmunict influence being exerted on Negroes 
and Negro leaders, it_has_not_rcached_the pointy cfjsqpt roller 
do_mlnation.\ This hisxorically'"ba:j^bcen'Hhe'~i>b^^ of the bureau 

Shi 

The Historical rasition: 



^.v This htsxorically ha:* ucen xne posixxon oi ^ne i^ureau 

£nl&HlT1Satt^r in light of file reviews going back ten to twenty 

<^^^ <-> A^-^ -t>wJL nj^x^KJ^ . 



For example I in a detailed document prepared on Cosmunist 
Party and the Negro in 1953, wc find ^the statement referring to ''the 
failure of the Comaunist Party to attract even a significant number 
of Negroes In the United states to its nunber." Another example is 
to be found in an analysis in this Saae field prepared by the Bureau 
in lg56- to the effect that coxmunist efforts have been '^unsuccessful 
on 2 state or national level** in infiltrating '^legitixsato Negro<* 
fraternal, protest and icprovcncnt organizations," although they made 
lloited success in some "isolated chapters." The Director's book, 
Masters of Deceit , published in JJ^M^ states: "It became obvious 
that the Party, despite great efiorts, had failed to win over even 
a significant minority of Negroes." In 19G0 the Director's statement 
to The ConiTnittee on the Judiclnry, United States Senate , reads: 
"It is no secret that one oi a:;o bit rest cisappointuient:* of 
communistic efforts in this Nation has been their failure to lure 
cur Negro citizens into the Party." In 19G2 sinilar public statemeutg 
were made. On page seven of the Brief submitted to the Director 
under the date of August 23, 19C3, this historical position was 
restated and it was said» "One of the bitterest disappointments of 
the communists has been their slnttlo failure to lure any significant 
number of our Negro citl:tcns into the ftirty," This statement was 
sot forth again in. the cover mc*J!oranduo which the Director marked. 

The point I wish to caUo hero is this: The fact that this 

iha« been our historical position In the Bureau for many years i s no 
reason to assume that it tj ' t he rii rrt-ct p osition at this time ,~nFThe 
I^ircctor has clearly explst" -J* 4*;;i':i and concitions change and, as 
the evidence mountSt naturally wo need to change our position along 
*ith this evidence* 



« 2 « 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belnont 
RE: COy.MUKIST PARTY, USA 
KiSGKO QUESTION 

CX)UUUKIST IKFLUEKCE XM RACIAL l(ATT£r%S 



Interpretation ; • ^ 

As ve know, facts by themselves are not too meaningful i 
for they are sorsewhat lik.e stones tossed in a heap as contrasted 
to the same stones put in the lorn of a sound edifice. It is 
obvious to fis now that did not put tho proper interpretation upo 
the facts which we gave to the i/irector» 



Hartin Luther King : 

We have been aware of the cotmunist influence for nearly 
two years on Martin Luther King, Jr., bead of tho Southern Christia 
Leadership Conference, and in the coaprehensive memorandum entitled 
"Conxunist Party, USA, Kcnro tjuestion/* dated S/23/63 we set out 
information to the effect that a number of Negro leaders in this 
country have had subversive cocncctions in their backfcrounds and 
I that Hartin Luther Kina:, Jr.* has been dealing with 

As previously 

stated, we are in complete agreement with the 'Director that 
communist influence is being exerted on Uartin Luther King, Jr. , 
and that King is the strongest of the Kogro leaders* As we have 
stated before in a memorandum, we renard Martin Luther King to 
be the most dangerous and effective Ke^ro leader in the country. 
In addition, we know the Party is directing a major effort to*;yard 
strengthening its position among the Ke(;rocs Inasmuch as we have 
information the Party plans to intensify its efforts to exploit 
the racial situation for the purpose of gaining influence among 
the Kegroes. " 
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Uaaorondua Tor Mr» Belront 
SB: corJMUJiiST PAnnf, usA 

NEGRO QUTSTIOIi 

COmmiST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 



SAC Letter to the Field 

Z would like to set forth here briefly ^hy I think that 
the enclosed SAC Letter, which was returned to us by the Director, 
should be sent to the field offices • My first reason is this: 
We need to renew our efforts and keep the pressure on and^cave 

- PO_s toTie un tufig ed to d evelop every . an4^ *1 J- ^ f ac t s . v/hi ch exi s t 
In ^his natter'* Some of' Htfiese^lf acts may not yet have been 
uhearth^d^^y our field offices, and will not be unless v;e 
foilow up this matter evornore closely with them* Uy second 
reason why I think the SAC Letter should be sent is related 
to the present changing situation inthe Conzcunlst Party Negro 

• relations area* During the past t^o weeks in particular there 
have been sharp stepped--up activities on the part of cooiaunlst 

- officials to infiltrate and to dominate Negro developments In 
this country* Further, they are mee:tlng with successes* This 
should be no surprise to us because since the Negro march on 
Vashlngton on August 28 communist officials have been doing all 
posrjible to exploit the very troubled racial situation. As* 
they said weeks ago, the end of the Negro march would be the 
beginning of evermore systematic activities on their part to 
penetrate and influence Negroes and Negro leaders* They are 
now lu fuXX force acting upon this Intention of theirs ercpressed 
weeks ago* The field should be alerted to this fact and given 
instructions to investigate exhaustively new communist - Negro 
activities* The SAC Letter in question will be a great help 
' toward this end, and it should result in our developing important 

. facts relating to the current changes and pertinent activities 

^ going on during the past few weeks in this entire field* 



Subject of Deep Concern 



Hay X repeat that our failure to measure up to what the 
Director expected of us in the area of communist - Negro relations 
±m a subject of i^ery^dcep^ concern to us in the Domestic Intelligence 
Division # We are disturbed by, this_a nd ought to.bo* Z want him 



4 - 
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Ifemorandum for Mr. Bolmont 
RE: COIJMUiaST PAr.Ty, USA% 

NSOnO QUESTION 

COXIUKIST INFLUEKCS IH RACIAL UATTZUS 



to Julow that we will do evex:j'thln'j that is huuanly pour.lblc to 
develop all facts nationwide relative to the cor:r.uniiit pRnctvation 
wad Influence over Kcgro leaders and their orcani nations. 



RECOIWENDATIONS? 

{,1) Tliat tne Director reconsider givinc approval for scndinc 
the enclosed SAC Letter to the field. 



(2) In order that other agencies and proainont Govornciont 
officials vllX be aware of the deteroincd cfXortr* of tho Couuunist 
Party to exploit the racial situation, if the Director approves we 
trill prepare a concise docuxcnt setting forth clearly iho^o attempts 
to penetrate^ influence, and control the l.'esro rovoRtr.t. Dy netting 
these facts forth, succinctly and cJcurly, the rcr.dcr cannot help 
but be impressed with the seriousness of tbo co3sunl:;t activities. 



1/ 
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EXHIBIT X2 
(Classified) 
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BBIBIT 13 



■o 




UR. TOLSON: * 

:'The attached analysis of , 
ll Communism and the Kcgro Movement isT ^ 
il highly explosive. It can be regardedKlis 
Ma personal attack on Martin LutheiA/riing. '-^ 
j| There is no doubt it will have a )reavy 
J| impact on the Attorney General and anyone 
else to vhom ve disseminate it. It is 
labeled TOP S£CH£T. However, even such a 
high classification seems to be no bar 
today to a leak, and should this leals out 
it will add fuel to a matter which may 
already be in the cai^ds as a political 
issue during the forthcoming Presidential 
campaign. 

y The ssstOAAt'iuubi makes good reading and 

(lis based on information from reliable sources. 

[Wo may well be charged, however, vith 
expressing opinions and conclusions, parti-, 
cularly with reference to some of the 
statements about King, 1^* 

This memorandum may sta^aie the.Attosaey 
(I General; particularly in viewNbf»his past 
1 1 association with King, and the fact that we 
\| are disseminating this outside the Department. 
He may resent this. Nevertheless the 
memorandum is a powerful warn_ ing_jxgaj._n s ^ 
C oomVi ftls t' inf lugncc' in the Ko r-;rojpoven ent . 
aiTCT^'S^iil bo carrying out our responsibility 
by Mssootlnating it to the peopleindicated 
inythe_*iittache{3 memo ran duip^^^/'''^ ) 





e OCT 23 19C3 
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EXHIBIT 14 



\ 
\ 



g FG?:i3SVr:ve)C 



Mr. Janes GftTl Bay 
Post Office Box 13 
Btrushy l-tomtsin Penitentlaxy 
Pctzos, Tonnassae 3784S 

Daar Mc. Ray: 

Zh May of 1976 the Attorney Ganeral of tha Uhit^ 
States CTO&ted a task faces for ths purpose of zevicMing 
ths3 FBI's Investigation of tha fiosasslnatian of 
Or. f&urtin Lutiiar icing, Jr. 

» 

Ihe task f ooroe is rw in the process of winding UT 
its injuizy bofare avibnltting a final report to the 
Attorney General* However# we feel t!iat otir irquiry wLU 
not be oorpletc unless we give you an o gixiit xrd,ty to state 
^xir participation, or lac]c of participation. In th^ 
Qurdor of Or* King. 

Accordingly r we hereby request, through your attome>', 
Jones H* Lesar, Esquire, your consent to an InterviGRf/ by 
nwbers of the task force* Zf you should agree to talk 
to us, CKX tire iKiiedulc requires us to arrange for the 
interview to taSce place hot 'later than Oecentxsr 31i 1976* 

Please let us know inmedlately lAiether you desire 
to be interviewed* • * 

81nceiQly, 



Fred G* I^lson 
Director 

Martin Xati^K Klng^ Jr^,- ^k Itoce 



oc: Janes U* Lsaar, Eeguire 
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EXHmn 15 




..*•**' ^fitros, QlcnnnBcc 37843 

.• 

Mr. J«B«s R. LvBsr Dvetsbor 20| I976 

Attorney at Lav 

1231 fourth Stroet^ S.W« 

talk* P#C# 

ra: Xaj t« Tezm« er« XmUctment no. 166^5; 
Shalby county^ Teaaoasaa* (1963) 

Daar Jin: 



In respect to your letter aaylae that a juatiee depart&e&t attorney ^ rjr« 
Janes F» Wolker^ vould like to interview ne concernine the above indict* 
nentt X asrec vitb your advice oppoaine the interview* It would appear 
that this would only be in the interest of the J.D« and their book writing 
collaboratora^e«5.p Ceroid FrsaSi, Oeorce McMiUian, at al. 
Zf they had wanted to interview the defendant » under oath| Justice had 
ample opportunity in the !UC« hearing in ^esphict Teaseseee^ throu^ 
their surrosatOi V« Henry Hsile; and I understand no representative froc 
justice appeared as a witness at the hearinc* 

At the present I believe the only body I should testify before is a Jury# 

X understand you to say Justice has not read any of the trs# of prior 
hearings t suits, therefore 1*11 include in the ce copy of this letter 
to Juotice a copy of a Conplaint that speaks to the KLK Jr* natter with 
attached. £x*-A9 althoe Z doubt if Justice or their publiahinc associates 
win bo interested in the Conplaint contents. 

filneertly: Jaats Rcy if6%77 
y/" P.O. Box— 73 

CCS Jonts f. Valkcr, Ea4* J«]>.(X^ P«troc, T«ttn« 37dA5* 




* naimUff 



tna me. . • 




^ osoacs Kc»:XLLIAa 
W. HSMSt BAILS 




IXIXZAM BR&TPOeO SOZS 




aisioLD nunc 




aov. »S£ax m. ncrab 


♦ • 


BBSIDA ?aXICCI0t7I 





OOHPLAinT 



4 



%. ALLCGASIOS OF JVnSOICTIOHl 

(a) Jttrl«dlettOB of th« parU** la tha hafata aabjact aattar la toaad upon 
dlvaralty of dUaasAlp aa« tha aMvat in raeovary* 

Plaintiff, acting pro aa, la a dtlXM of tha Stata of Ttanaaata nndap «o?ar- 
atlas of Law" la tha aabjaet aattar; dafandant TLM3 lac. (hara-ln-aftar, TIME) 
la a elUsaa of tha Stata of Haw loik; dafaadaat Gaorca KcMUllan (fc«rt-in- 
altar,. Mti!illl«i)M» • oltlxan of tha Stata of Maaaachttaatta; dafaadaat *. 
laaix B«iXa. (hara^ia-aftar, Halla) la a eltlaaa of tha Stata of tannaaaat; 
dafandant WUllaa Watford Bula (hara-ln-aftar. Hula) la a cltl*tn of tha 
Stata of Alabaaa; dafandant Qarold I*anh (hara-la^aftar, ftauk) 1« a cltlaaa 

♦ 

of tha Stata of Haw Torkj dafaadant Hon. Robart M. KeSaa (hara-l«paftap, Jud«a 
Mclaa) la a alUsan of tha Stata of Taaaaa'aaa; dafaadant Brand* Pallleelottl 
(hara-lB-aftar, PalUealottl) la a elUaan of tha atata of Taanaaaaa. Tha 
■attar is eontrowaray axeaada, axelaalTa of iataraat and eoata, tha aan of 
tOA thouaaad dellara. . « 

(») janadlctlos fOnadad In tha ;aidataaea of % fadorA «»««tlon and tha aaouat 
la tontxowtft -179- 



Sh» Mtios ailsM iwter th« fifth , clzth^ mnd fottrtMatb» Mtadbt&t* to 
tt« Q&U«d SUttt coMtltaUoas 0,S.e« I1U« 28 | 1331 (a}^ bwa^la- 
afttr aof« lully apptara^ Ska aattar la eoatrevarcy «seaada, aselaalTa of 
iataraatr aad aoata» tka aoa of taa thouaaad doUara* 



Ca) Joriadietloa fottadad aa tta asdataaea of a quaatioa ariaias aadar partl- 
aalar atatutat * I ^ 

? * 

At 'mUob arista ondtr Act 1)2 U.S.C.A. { 1983; O.S.C. XIU* 28 | 13^3 (4). 
Aa kara-lB-aTtar aera fully appaara* 

TSXS IS All ACnOll XV UBSl 4 CIVXL UGBTS VX0LA9X0HS. 

OBTERAL BACKGmniDt 

Ca April l|th R«t« Martin Luth«r tlJii Jr., vaa ^ot . d kiUtd;ia« 

Ktaphia Tumasaat; la Kay 1968 th» plaintiff vaa indie tad tj tha S^Ahy 
eoanty ff-and Jury (er« indietaant no. for aaid ahootinf; on March 

10th 19£9-plaiatiff, allagadlj throush cotrdon by hia attorney, P«rcy 
Poroaan tk tha proaacutlon» antarad a gallty plaa to aaid er« Indietaant; on 
Tabraary 2Bd 1974 tha U«S« 6^ alraalt eoart of appaala ordarad an aTldant<» 
lary haarlng Into tha alreiuataneoa of aaid plaag Say T* Soaa 491 F2d 283 
|e*A«6t 1974; oa fobrttary 27t^. 1973 aftar haarlng aaid avldontiary proeaadlnfa 
tha 0»S. fiLatrlct eoart fOr tha V«^« of Tannaaaaa, Bon. Bobart !!• HeRaa, pra» 
aiding ruled aaalnat plaintiffs Jttf t« Bona. C-»74-166| on Kay 10th 1976 the 
V»S« 6th drealt aourt of appaala nphald J^dga KeBaa^a mllng la aaid ail- 
dantlary hearing. Bay T» Boaa, C-73-1793* - 

PlalnUf f» JAX£S E* JUT^ auaa 

Bafendaata^ TIKE IKC«; QSDBOS XcMZLLXiUf} V* BOrBX HAZLE} WILLIAM BBATiDBD 
BUZE; OSnOLD IBABX; BOBEBI N. McRAfS BaSIBA ?aXZCeiOnZ> and allegaa: 

2« that vhile awaiting trial in the aforeaentioned or* Indictnent the plain- 
tiff copied down froa recollection infomation he had gained in hia 1967 
aaaociatiooa, aaaodatlona ahlch lead to plaintiff being charged nnder 
aaid Indietaant* 



3* Biat a brief aitanary of aaid racolleetlona and their anbaequent diapoal- 
tloa by plaintiff are aa fbUawat 
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•m a. MMj rte«i7t l<sii«d rorM fres tb# Shmtttfm prric* of tlu Shelby 
cottBty^ Tiaa»M9t, Jail lafomtioa vhleh plalmtlft b«llt^t4 had a dlrtct 
tearlac oa aald ar, ladietaaat. Sat, C«~A^ 

(b) tha iaforaatlOB coaslatad o£ talaphont aubtra L ona aaaa Ir addraaa; all 
anabara wara arittaa dowa backvarda, ladadiaa tba addraaa* 

(a) tka tao talaphaaa auabara wara llatad aaat to tba word **Sl9Ut^9 ^« 
Clrat baiag llatad la. Haw Orlaaaa^ Loulalaaa; tba aacoad balaf la, 3atoa 
Baaca^ Eoulalaaa* 

(d) tha ^ddr%mm la llatad uadar tka aaaa» Vara C* Staplaa* 

(a) tha talaphoaa auabar llatad aadaa tha Batoa Souga addraaa waa fundahad 
ta tfLalatlff*a attoraay, Parey ftraaaa^ abo aaa rapraaaatlag plalatlff la 
aald car* ladle taaat* 

(f) tha addraaa waa act laraatlcatad oatU plalatlf£ waa lacarcaratad upoa 
BlaalAC to aald ladleta'cat; a eoapaadlna ot tha poat trial laTastlfatloa 
woald ladleatat tha laforaatloa dtad abawa waa clwaa to a St* Lotila, Mlaa^ 
oarlg. labor laadar» aad laforaad It partalaad to tba HLK Jr* eaaa» who app- 
araatly In tura furalahad aald InforaatlOA to a MaahTllla, T«nnaaaaa» ax* 
Ittoraaj to loTtatlaata; aald Attorsay had aourcta 1a tha Stata of louldaaa 
lawaatl'ata tha aattar aad tharaaftar aald Attoraay raportad tha Baton Roura 
llatad aunbar raaldant waa uadar tha lafluaaoa of tha Ttaaatara ualoa; aad 
* tha Haw Orlaaaa llatad auabar raaldaat waa aaoaa othar thlaa* aa agent of 
a aldaaat orcaalaatloa dlaturbad baeauaa of Dr. Xlac'a raportad fortheoalaCi 
baftora hla daath. pablle aupport of tha Palaatlaa Arab cauaa^ CHodaraaeaa to 
tha addraaa If aaj waa aaelaar^) 

(a) tha plalatlff had coaa bj aald aaaa h addraaa ahortly bafora eroaalna 
tha bordar la Rowcabtr 1967 Croa Tijuana, Kaxlco, Into tha tTnltad Stataa; 
tha aaaa waa Saadolph Erwla Hoata, II 60 R.l* KlTar DrlTa, Klaad, Florida; 
athar Z9t%r%^% waa aada to a LCIA; a ehaek throu|^ tha Mlaal dlraatory la 
t970 Itf^etad ao Bo aaa llatad wltk tha abova flrat aacoad aaaa; la 1973- 
74 a ChlcaiOp lUlaolat raportar waa qalrad aa 'to tha aaaa of a Maaa «^o 
aaa aa official la tha ''rograaalwa Laboa Party* tha raportar latar raapoadad 
aald laaaat or Itoaaaat actlwltlaa wara aalalj la tha Haw Torit^ ITaw rork, 
araat dhartlythara'aftar aald raportar waa aabataatlatad bjr aatarlal plala* 
tLK aacalTad ladlractly froa tha Hoa« Blchard lohord a eoaaraaaaaa froa 

- . -181- * .. . 



MiMurl; tktrtattw am Attorm^j la OklahOM Cltj, Oklahcwt vat fiiraiahtd 
tha Boan aaaa aad aakai If ka could flad aaj lafonatlaa ra tha aabjaet 
iMp Raw OrLaaaa, aad laforaad tha aubjaet alfht ka^a a er* raeord; tha Itt- 
araaj'rtportad back tbat tba aubjact'a laat aaaa aoat Ukaly waa» Roaabaon, 
aad tkat bt bad a cr» eoiTlctloa la Raw Orlaaaa. Louialdaa^ fadaral court fbr 
a aareotlca wlolatloa: tbaraaftar a Tamaaaaaa Ucaaaad Attoraay procured 
tha tr* of a«id couTlctlOB; aubaaquamtly anotbar cbtck waa aada tbroucb tba, 
• Rlaa±, taXapbdma dlraetorj wblcb did Xiat a "Bamdy Roatadoa** but wltb mm 
addsass ttserapaacwe * - ' 

4» tbat plalatlft lutandad tba abowa laforaatloa for axelualTa uaa, aftar 
a tbroush lATcatlkatloa^ In a Jury trial undar aald cr» ladlctaaut'-<--ratbar 
tbaA for eoutrdalsluc la tba eoaBUulcatloaa iuduatrj-^and ia coaaaquaaea 
wltbbald parta tbaraof froa plaintiff 'a cr^ Attormaja, wbo wara anaaabad 
wltb daftadant (aOTallat) RllUaM Bratford Hula Im conarelal publlabiac 
. waaturaa: tat) Attoraaj Artbur Baata ar., wbo laatdlataly upcu autarl&f tba 
ault coatractad wltb dafaadaat^. Hula aad 2nd) Attoraaj Percy fbraaaa^ wbo wbUa 
Bot aatariaA lata lltarary eoatracta wltb ^r- Hula uatil Jaauary 1969 r 
aoatba aftar F»raaaa'a aatarla^ tba ault^ Mr» Ibraaaa did aot quaatlon plala* 
tlff about aald lafomtloa or atbar aapacta of tba ar* ladle taaat~bccauaa 
of bla (ftzaaaa'a) adalttad trial praparatloa mtboda--uatll Fabruary 1969«.- 

9* Tbat ia February 1969» afttr Percy fbreaan bad entered into literary 
' eoatracta wltb defendant, Ruie^ plaintiff furaiabed Attorney Forenan wltb 
tbe above aentloaed^ Baton Boute^ pbone aunber and aaked bla to InTeaticata 
la connection wltb tbe KZJC Jr* boalclda* Bbortly tbareafter '^r* Itreaaa 
replied la affect that if there wara to be any telepboaa nuabara refarad 
to' la court he (Ibreaaa) would faralahwthea tbrousb contacta la lataratata 
Coablla^«Mr» Foreaaa aeatloaed a, Mr- Keyar Laaaky^ aa bla aourca*. 

a** tbat aiabaequently^ after the proaecutioa and Percy fureaaa bad aaaeuTered 
plaintiff into enttriuf a plea to aald indie taentp tbe plaintiff on March 
lltb 1969 waa checked into tbe Tenneaaee State penitentiary-^aabTllla 
' Branch— and therein all ^lalatlff^a paraeaal property lacludlnf the paper 
herein attached aa BX-^A, aad laclndlac lacoainc local 9k paraoaal lettera 
IMlled to aal4 prlaoa, ware eoafiacatad froa plalatlf f « Two or three daya 
^ later after dlacuaaiac briefly with State corractioaa coaalaaioaert Earrjr 
» Awary, the lettera laeladlag BC^A vara retaraad to plaintiff by aald, *182< 



eomoiloawy Barry xr%tjm (asetpt ftr a thia liaa ctreliaf aosa vrltlafa 
tta pn^mrtf aaasatf la ardar* 

7i nat prior to nalatlfr'a traaafar to taa aforaacatloatd ptaitaatiaryi 
Coaalaaloaar A¥ory« tha lata OOTamor of Taaaaaaaa, Iloa. Buford ELliastoa^ 
and dOToraor BllastoaU adalalatratlvo aaa&ataBtt Mr.^mUaa L» Barry, 
kad daaidad aad cpa ^ttad to writi aa (aaa, AYory ttatiaoay la, Ray Ta. Rua*- 
oU, V.S. ma* Ct. M«D« Tft^ Ctw^ ieUoa ao« 1$70)FlalBUff 'a traat'* 

aaat apoa aatariag aald paaitaatiaryila, arbitrary loddas of Plalatlff la 
solitary eoaflanaat laaedlattly upoa bla aatarlas prlaoa« 

that tbtraaftar oa (Kareh 13r ^9fi9} obaa ^alaUff coaatacad patltloaiag 
tlia trial court for a aaw trial uadar aald ladlctaaatg Cooaiaaloaar ATary 
attiaptad to paraaada Plaintiff a^alaat aaakian a trial aadar aald ladle taant 
aad aftar falllas that laforaad Plalatlff that ha aoald h^yn ha ralaaatad 
froa aolltary coafl^ntat ahlla ha (Avary) waa corractloaa eoaalaaloaar. 

9» That la tha auecttdlnf yaara uatil th« prtaaat Plalatlff haa bata arbl<- 
trarlly lockad la aolltary coaflaaaut/aagrtcatloa for approxLaataly flTa 
yaara, durlas vhlch tiaa thalr haa baaa aavaral auleldaa by priaoaara baea 
aaaa of tha harofaaaat of tha coailaraoat ladadlag two (2) lAo buratd thaa* 
ael^ea to^-daatt® Saa, EX— B- 

19* that aftar tht afor«a«atloa9d pita by Plalatlff tha trial Judfa, Rob« 
Praatoa Battla, d«partad froa HMphla» Ttaaaaaaa^ for a Tacatloa wd whlla 
am aald vacatloa tha thaa GoToraor of Ttaaoaaaa, Boa. Buford aiiBstoB, 
ttpom laanlhg of Plalatlff *a affort to racalTa a lury trial uadar aald 1b«- 
dlataaat, dlapatchad stata of ndala to locatad Judga Battla to offtr hla 

^'tha aaat Appallata Judgahlp Taeaaey If tha Jud^a aould d«ay Plalatlff a 
trli^ uadar tha patltloa rmt^r^d to la parapa^L-9 aboTa. . . 

Ihat oa or about March 12th 19^9 la. tha prlaoa atfrt^atioa bulldlas 
flalatlf f waa coafroatad throu^ a ruda ^y Qacial a^tat, Robort J«aaaa 
Of tho Ktaphla, Taaaaaaaa, f%d0T9l buraau of laTaatagatloa of flea. Tha 
thru at of Jaaaaa*a coavaraatloa waa aaoklaff eooparatloa of Plalatlff 
im furtharalag tha TSL lawaatlfatloa of aald ar« ladletaaat# Bhaa Plalatlff 
vofhaad tha aooparatloa offar^Mr. Jaaaoa upoa dapartiag aald Plalatlff could 
aivact Pialatlif Brothara (Joha li Jarry Ray) to Jala hla la prlaoa, or worda 
to that affactt tharaaftars *183* 



(«) 9lMlntltt*B brothtrp Jtrry Jtayi was latlaidattd to th« uttat 
thjit Ha had to r««ian hla lob in tb« Cbleaco» ZUlaola, arta; ouV- 
••qaa&tly af tar forei^s ^« 'K. attaapt«a to fraaa ^ 

klB for suaaroua erlaao* * 

(b) plaintiff «■ otbtr brothari John Raj» waa arraatad by pollca 
vhllo drlTlHf hla oar In tba St. loula^ Klaa^ai:!* araa and nbaoquoat- 
I7 eharcad hj tha IK for aiding and abattlac a bank robbtry. Xrlad 
aad coavlctad idtk a dafaadaat ahoa tha fOTonamt allafad aetaally 
robbad aald baak, Joha waa (Iwaa 18 joara and tha allagad robbar 10 
yaara; apon appaal tha alla^ad robbar* a eouTletloti waa ravaraad by tha 
6th !l«8* circuit court of appaala baeauaa tha frulta of as lllaaaly 
aaarA & aalsura waa vaad ac^*^ bowawart tha 8th circuit rulad 
thaf tha frulta of ^ tha Hiatal aa&reh waa aot gromd for ravarslBc 
John Bay^a caaa bacasut tha allagad aTldanca (atolaa Bosay) waa aot 
takaa ftoa hla; upon ra*-trlal tha allagad robbar waa acqultad; aul^ 
aaqoaatly anothar dafandaat la tha robbary waa eharaod and aatarad a 
ylaa for thraa (3) yaara which waa Xatar raducad to alg^taan aoatha 
hy tha fpTamaaat^ 

U« that 1& Juna 1959 Plaintiff fUad a dwU acUon In tha Unltad Stataa 
Uatrlct court for tha K*D« of^ Taaaaaaaa aaaklnf to wold contraeta batwaaa 
plaintiff, tha aforaaaatloaad Parcy Ibrasan^ and dafandant. lula. In att- 
aaptlac to hata aald dwU action (Coaplalnt) dlsnlaaad, thua nacaaaltat- 
Ing tha raflllna by Plaintiff In tha of Taaaaaaaa« tha dafandanta 
attamay tha lata» John J. Rookar ar*^ of tha Datldaon county Tannaaaaa 
^bar^ UXagaUy procurad Plalntlf f*a antlra prlaon record^ Includlnc doelcla 
Informtltaa^ froa tha aforaaaatlonad corractlona coaalaslonari Harry Anry, 
asd waa thus abla to ha^a aald Coaplalnt dlMlsaad la tha n«D« of Tannaaaaa 
aad rafUlad la tha W«B« (diU action no. C-69-199) Morm Jud^a HcRaa» 
bacattaa of aald doalela laforaatloa* 

13. Aat thoraaftar In clwU action ao. &-S9<-199 one of Judfo McSaa*a 

Initial rullnsfwaa that aald action would ba daeldad by da poaltlon rathar 

than Uwa taatlaou^aubaaquaatly tha Judga dlaalaaad tha ault on aotloa - 
at tha dafandanta. - * 

14* That followlna tha Valtad Stataa Sixth circuit court of apptala rullns 
oa rahruary 5rd 197% ordarlns an addantlary haarlnf lata tha clrcuaatancaa 
Of Plaintiff ^a aforaaantlonad soUty ^aa undar aald Indlctacnt dafandanti 
Jadga MeRfa» again aacuaad Jurladlctloa to conduct aald haarlng (clwU 
action ao«C'»7^166) and again rulad that tha two principal wltnaaaaa^ tha 
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aforMMtloApd ?%TCj ?pr«a«A 4 <i«f«adAat Hult^ vould sot haY« to uadtrco 
13m tMtiaoay, S3s£.^222i^£S2* Jud^o aeeospUshsd thlm It^tl =an«u- 

Vy cuUft^ t)i« PlalaUrru cubpoiiu powora ^oro Ualtod to a 100 alio 
raftiua of Ktaphla^ Toaaoaaoo. 

Aat Ju<co McRao terthar proludLelaX t arbitrary actloaa 1r iaaotloaa 
llato4 btlov orfactlvtly dlaiaiiliod tho PXal&Uft*a ria^t uador tba Unitad 
Stataa Sopraiaa ooort aaadata for a AOX aad wiltaUa oTLdactlary hoarlost 

(a) tlio court roltd la orfoet F at tho aollcitatioa of tha 
Stata'a Attoraty» dafaadaat Ralla— abo had coaplalnad to tbt court that 
tlu prtaa waa ur^lns tha Stata to aak eartalD qaaatloaa of Plaiatiff— that 
GaBoraX Salla cotad laqulra of nalatlff^s alltaaa ufonatioa ha (plaint* 
Iff) proTlda aald Parcy Itraaaa eoaeorniaa othara paraoaa allagadly cttXpa- 
ULa aadar aald cr« ladlctaaat* Xharaaftar^ althoa Plaintiff did rofar to 
Iftfdroatloa daterlbad abOTa aa balas tX^n to Mr* Ibraaaa by Plaintiff, and 
vlthla tha eoaflaaa of tha abo¥a aourt rallaa« aalthar dafandanti BallOt 
0*9 4adga McBaa fpiaatloaad Plalatlf f la tha aattar* 

(b) Judga McBaa la concert vlth dafaadant,* Palllcelottlf haa con- 
alataatly^daaplta pa tltloaa froa Plalatlf f*a coaaaalt Jaaaa 5* Laaar^ 
dacUaad to fdrward to tlia V«S. €th circuit court of appaala raloTant It 
atcaaaary portlona of tha tranacrlpt la aald a^dantlary haanag: apaclf* 
leally^ tha daflaltlTo portloaa of aald traaacrlpt avldasela^^ Percy Fbraaaa^ 
«ftar 'laTatatloaa rafUaad to offar Utc taatluoay la aald a^dantlary haar- 
iag; and thua through thalr dalatarloua laactlona la tha tr* aattar coatrl* 
bated aabataatlally to tha 6th circuit daelaloa agalaat Flalatlff thartlB# 

f' (a) Judca McBaa haa Ignorad a petition to take parpatuatlag taatl- 
May» filed after aald evldeBtlary haarlag^ froa defendant, Sule. Mr« Rule 
belag a prlndpA ttaracter tnerela« 

♦ *. 

1% that prior to aald a^ldantlary haaring^ Judge HcHaei alalead or att«» 
aaipted to alalead Plaintiff «a taanaaaae cr. counael aa evldeneed ^ a 
aarlea of lettera Plaintiff recelTcd froa aald Couaaal (Mr* Robert I* 
Ilfiagatoa} laplytag that during aavar al eacouatera with Judge McBae he 
(Xd.^lagataa) aaa lead to belleTi» the court ma ayapathetlc to Plaintiff *a 
aaaa and thua a Ylgorua preaeatatloa by Plalatlf f*a couaael aould not be 
meceaaary or dealrabla* *18S-* 



1&. rut thtir h«M W«a ^blleix«« aUumtloas that, J«tfs« Mea««» 1« 
•on couwD^d vith th« pellMcA •tUctm of his dodolOBS thw tho 
lav. Soo, 

17* not tho elork of tht ooart doftndontt PalUeetottl, oh«r«ln oold 
ovldo&Uory hooriac woo ooadootod octod la eoaeort'alth, Judft HoBoo, 
la doellaiag to yroparo aad forward tr* aatodalp doacrlte'd la parasrapli 
ll^b atevo, to tho V#S« aixth drealt thaa coatrltetlaf aubataatiilly 
to thf sUth drooit dtaTlas najlatlff rOiif andor oald ondratlarj 
hoarlBff. ' ^ 

18« that daftadaat^ Kalltt oho waa tho Stato'a chlof eoaaaol ia tho aforo- 
aoatioaod oTldratlary hoarlaf. but ia aow la prlToto praetlea, haa llboI« 
od Vlalatlff bj aldias h abottlas dofoadaat, KcHUllaa, la McMllliaa*a 
proparl&o h aathorlag tho afOroaoatloaod artiloo for dofoadaat, TIMS* 

19* Ciat d«fradaat» HdUlUaa. laforsod nalatlff^o brOthor, Jtrry RaJt 
of hio (RCMlIllaa'a) relatioaahlp. vlth dofradaat, BalXo* - * .> 

20* 9iat I n 1 973 dofoadaat, Bailo, appoarod with dofaadaat, NcMilllaa, 

at tho TtBBoaa»o Stato ptaltoatlarj— ^faahTl^Io Br mach~ vh mr tin KcKllllan 
roqoootod vardoB, Jaato !• Boat, a parooaal frload of -ffallo, to ooataet 
Plaintiff and a«k if ht voald cona«nt to an Intorrltv b/^ HcMUUaa* 
Wardm Boaa did forward a^d lnt«rYl»w r«qu«at to Plaintiff which Plaintiff 
d«elia«d and, th»r«afttr, Baila |k HcHillian viewed th« aolitary confin«atnt ^ 
boildins whcrtin PXalatiff waa houaod. 

^Ztm lhat dafondant. Hallo, ahUo aaat. att« fan. for tho Stato of Tonn- 
oaaoo aoworal tiaoa publicly critidaod court dteiaiona unfavorablo to hia 

.iB a aaa&or miggmmting ho waa attosptlBS to iatiaidato Judfoa, acta for 
vhiA ho aabao4ttontl7 vaa dlMladod froa tho A«6*U office by tho Att* 
oracy Ccntril for the Stato of Ttanoaaoo* 

2Zm fhat la tho Jaaaary 2fi, 1976 1 iaaao of TIMS aafaalao (£X— p) andor 
tho Uao Of "^o line AaaaaalBaUoa Sotlaltod**, dofondaat, McKilUaa, 
aathorod a aaUdotto arUdo aabtiUod "lU foaaa hill that du«r Xias" 
and allofod add aabtltla to -bo a atataatat aado by PXdntlff* 
Bdd artida la Uttorod dth ddlborato fabdeatloaa, aad while of a 
fcollywoodidb charaftor thoy aro doliworod with aalioo iatoat, bociainc "^86 



1963 ftAd 1964 Martls Lutttr Xiac m« o& TV alooat •T«ryd«j» talklag 
^•fiantl7 about hov Slack paopla wtra goins to gtt thtir rlghta*«.Bay 
vatchad It all aTidly oa tha ctll-Uock r/ at J#rr City* Ha rtaettd aa 
if K10i*a rnarka vtra dlractad at hla paraoaall7« Ha tollod wh«a Xiag 
caaa oa tba tuba, Ka bagaa to call hla Martia * Lad far* King aad Martia 
Latbar «cooa^. Xt got ao tbat tha vary mL^t of Klag voald galTaalxa 
lay p« 18 aaid a?tlela« 

t 

Sha facta ara that tbalr wt ra no TV aa ta la tha callblocka or, callat 
darlag ?laiatlff*a aatira aoloura la tha Klaaouri Stata pealtaatiarj at, 
Jaffaraon Citj; aad^ that daftndaat KcMHUaa la cognisant of thla fact 
throtts^ eoaroraatloaa vlth Hlaaouxl coraactioaa of fidala ahoo ha haa 
aoatactad for laforaatioa austroua tlaaa# Saa^ £X~lt- 

0« flut mmmwl otLtx dallbarata fabricatloaa with aalidoua lataat la 

■aid artlda aras - \ 

• ' - '. ■ 

i (a) **Ra7 aad (hla fallow coaTict Hayaoad) Curtia would aat, arouad, 
aftaa hlgx oa apaid»««** Sp9%d baiag a form of aarcotlc. p» 18* 

(a) **Qa ipru Zk^ ^967 9 Juat oaa day altar saj aacapad froa tha 
priaoa at Jaffaraoa Citj, ha aat hla -Brothara Jack aad Jarry la Chicago* a 
AUaaUc Hotal.,.** AUagadly, aay^a McMllllaa, diacaaalag tha aurdar of 
^artla Luthar lCiag« p« 18« 

(a) that MeKllllaa aUagad RalaUfra Brathary. Joha It Jarry R«Ji 
had« from aoawaraatloaa with Plalatlff, kaowladga hafora tha fact of tha 
HU Jr. aordar* 9P. 18 Ik a3« 

2h* That the Stata of Klaaouri* a dcpartaaat of corractioaa coasladoncr, 
Hr« Gaorga M. Caap» alltgaa la affect that daftndaat HcXllliaa la a fraud 
»'la coanactloa with KcHllllaa*a afortaentiontd dltgationa conctning Flaia* 
tiff* a coadttct whila la add Hlaeourl padtaatlary* Saa, EX~& 

IS. lhat tha Mlaaouxl prlaoaar dafaadaat HcMUllaa prladpally raliaa oa 
«a aabataatlata hla dlagatloaa, allagatioaa that KLalatif f aot oaly 
ylotad tha aurdar of MU hat vaa dao ^ aarcotie addct, aareotla 

paddlar» act» act«g la rcTdad to ba onog Baysoad eurtla« 
gdd^ Saysoad Curtia, a tttgptad oncad to coawtrat dth Plaiatiff whila la 
add paajfittatiary, thtrtaftar ha (Curtia) '^luatadly ^chackad into** 
sagragatloa, after bdag axposad aa a prof^aadoad laforaari aad thua 
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v«8 tli«rtmft«r Uaittd la hXm prlaoa ••aodatloa to Us ova typ^. 

26« nat shortly aft«r Fl«lBtirf*c «rcst la t9€8 to anotr for Mid er« 
ladietatat 4«f#adaat HcKllUaa otattd at a aowa coafor«aco that alae* ha 
(McMlUlaa) kaw FLalaUf f vaa fnllty of tho ladlctaaat charga ho (HcHlU^ 
laft) iDttXd aot kavo to lavootlfata tho com* Buifl it follows a tortloxl 
that ncHlUloD haa roUoa oa wo aork produot of othor aoTollat to aaW 
ataatlato aLaoaUo portloaa of hia aUogatloaa la aoid fIKE artoelo. 

27* not dtftadant KcHUlloa hao potttd Plolatlff auatrona lotttra^ first 
throatoaltts^ thsa eajoUag, la atcklag latsrvlowa tor aso la aald artlclo 
aad hla ollogod forthcoalng hook ro PXalatlff • 

2B«^&at dofoadaat TXXC aataslao haa a vootod (flaoaclal) latoroat la 
jpahUsUaiT Mid artiloo hj MeNlUiaa^thua la proaotlag McKlIllaa'a forth«> 
coalao hook r« Flolatlff-^ la that NeMlXll6a*o pabllohsr. Llttlo Broaa^ 
ia a au^ildary of nx£ lac* 

29. That dofoadat TIKE docolTod tholt* ova agsat (Richard C. iOodbury) la 
ttoir nioaflOt xuiaola^ ofrloo lata thliuclac TZHs would raa an ohjoctlTo 
atory ro tho aattor^ Soo^ B^F. 

4 

yo. That dofoadaat TISB waa coaadoaily oadoawrlaf to laflaoaco tho 
Valtod Statoa Sixth drcait ooart of oTpsols i^t Say SoaOt M« 7^ 
ISO* which Joat a fow daya aubaoquoat to aald artlclo hoard ags^nta 

la tto aho^o Say 7« Ssao Mlt to dotorslao ahottor to order Flfilatlff a 
aov trlol aador aoid or* ladlctaaat* 

3t* That TIME lac. haa a hlatory of coaapirlao to aubTtrt tho Judicial 
« 

aad political procoaaoa by pubUahlao^ tlaoly^ aolldoaa artlcloo prior 
to judicial dcdaioaa or oloctloa of public offldala*. 

ttat bocauao dofoadaat^ TZKS9 haa aado a freoh loT«otl|^atloa }p. 17 
aald ortldi) lato the ^caao^—thtlr Initial lavooUcatloa OTldeatly 
bdag pardcraad by Tlao lac* IXTZ aa^atiaa la t9fiS~TZKS la co^aaat 
that a aubataatlal portloa of odd artldo la falao fc aalldoua* 

. 35. &at aubstaotlal pertlona of aald artUea by HOOJUiaa war* aupplitd 
to Kr. KcKUllan by dafandants, Irwak. h Bula-^IXf aadaat, Bula , publlshad 
• Mval ra nalnUff la 1970 UU«« >«■ &•« tht Braaaar"; dtfaa*ant, - 

; 



3J|« Oat ttia fAlM all«efiUon« in Mi4 artlcl«: "that nulatlfC eoauiltt«d 
m holdup in Icndon, Siflaad^ and tHat G«or(« C* W«lXac« votad pardoa 
ylalBtltr, pp« 17 l> 23 *rt«p#eUTtl7| w»rf lapplldd to daftBdant ?{cMllllaa 
^7 datradaBt Hult aa avldaactd by atataatata aadt dir«etl7 to Flaiatiif 
by tho atova Baatloaad Farcy f)»fiaaaa (quoatlag Hula to Plaintiff) aXbaff 
vit^ oral 6 vrlttaa doelaratloao by Dafaadat^ Rula« Saat ^l.?- V-^.* 

35 • Dial doftadaat Bula la hla oo^ln^ a«dia cm^mXffi a^aioat Plaintiff 
llbalad Flidntiff la a CBS^TV lnttr?law hoatt d by^ I^aa ^ath«r» oa 07 
aboat Jftsaary 1976 1 by falaely allt^Ag ia oifict taat n^aintiff bad 
Burdarad HLX J^r« aad^ robbad a loan eoapaay la Loadoa^ QEislaad* 

&at tba falaa allatatloao la riftfiaco to Adolpb Eltlar (p. 23 aald 
artlela) «aa auppUad to dafiadaat'.HcHilllaa by Dtfosdaat^ FTasI:, aa or* 
idaacad by atataaaata aada dlraatly to plaintiff by Plaintiff 'a foraar 
"ittonitfy (trbo waa iat»rylM«d axtraalTtXy by dafaadant^ fraak) Robort Hill, 
at tbi^ Chattanooga Teanoaaaa bar« 

3Z« Ibat dafaadaat Bula haa a blatory* for eoaoarelal raaaoaa« of 
coatantloaanaaa alth aald» aov# Vallaea* 

M» Aat dafaadaat Itank baa a biatory of daftadlnc Zloniaai aran vhaa 
It Indudaa snrdar. act aao Rraiik'a aoTOli publlahar la 1963i tltlad 
asi DESD**^ and if allt(atioa« Is cooat 2«f abova ara aubataatlatad in 
coart procaadlttf Mr« It'aak'a latxaalon Into aald er« Indletaant aa a 
OoTaraaaat adTOcato la raadUy oiQllaabla* 

That an artlela la tha BILALXAK KSVS pubUchad March 12^ 1976 1 pa^o 13 
paaultisata paragraph » r^jport^d HXX Jr« vaa ahiftlng hia political alii* 
attCaa««7Dr* Kinis vaa ahiXtin^ hla political faUiiacta and dvU rlghta 
approach* 9o aapport thia tiav obaorrara point to Dr. Klng^a Hava oa 
tha Vloi Baa «ar and bla croainc ouppoft of tho labor aOToaaat* Or« King 
mwM alao cooing andar tho taflaanca of tho Taaeblng of tha Boaorabla 

^ A. «««^ ■ m ' A 

4a* l^t Plaintiff fUod a libal aait in tha Ualtod Stataa Ua. Ct. tor 
tha W»P* of Toanoaaoa titlod. Bay ft*ank» ClvU Action no# 0-73*126^ 
agalaat horala dafoadant^ Praak« in I973i aad had procoaa aorrad apoa 
hda thxoa^ hla pnbllahar^ PoubXaday eoapaay* Hr« frank vaa aubaaquantly 



rtldnd tgr th# Caurt m • d^ImiAftt in Mid Mit by telstly alltflsc 
< IM^ »# 1) a^woc#m dtCleitfteyi Mr I^aakU la tflMt falMly 

allu^^ ^d & ODuUtday CeapaajU affUlatloa vma forul ft tra&dtonr* 

%t • 1h«t th« r«eord will confirm that tt ot^^oBf of tht FlalAtlff's aeettdtrs 
la th« coQsoBicatioa Industry hiiT# of r«r«d llTo toatlaony In a cottrt 
Of Xav but oa tlio coatrarxt thty b«»t utilXsad ttuaorouo rusao to avoid 
procoaa aad tbo mbpona mtSlm tho rteord idll OTidtaoe nai&tiff bas sot 
oaly cLvoa llva taatlaoay (la tha aforaaaaUoaad oTtdantlary baariag) bat 
psior to tha plaa la aaid ar« ladlctaaat vaa la eoataatloa «lth hla er« 
coaaaaX la thalr lBslataaeo-«la aoUastoa altb daXaadaat, Hula— that plalat* 
Iff aot ba a dafaaaa wltntaa tbarala« 

MraOTar^ aothias of aubstaaea isdieAtia ^at tht svataa- 
laflutncial publiahias eoapaniaa coabiaa ara aot aottag in eoacart to aaau* 
ro that thalr ahall a«Tar ba a (jury) trial for Flalatlff« crialaal or 
oivllt that* a ralatad to aaid ladlctaaat* ••apparaatly baeauaa It aoald aot 
ba a <*Aow trlal**»l#a.9 tha Govaraaaat could aot auatala It* a haratofora 
madia eaaa* «^ : ^ • 

Aad it would appaar that a cr. da fandaat without tha aeonoaic 
or political iafluanca to affactlTaly coatast tha aboTa aituatloa la aot 
oaly aubjact to tha denial of dua proeaaa but caa alao azpact hla family 
maabara to ba Jallad aad fl^aaad for crlrlnr^ offaaeaa vhlla tha aaaa pub* 
llahlac tadnatslaap aCt dafaadaat^ TXKB9 coaplala aalf->rl||itaouaiIy about 
aoaa dlataat couatry^a ooractloaa or Xasal ^atM* 

rurthar, .it aetata that» by chancd, tha aaaa aadia-politleal 
coabtaa that eoalascad la tht Vatvrcata iuTastlgatlon-proaacutioa aad 
daaaadad full diacio aura- ara out of tha aaaa aaek aa thoaa who proaaeutad 
plalatlff aadar aaid ar* ladlctaaat aad abo ara moa oppoaad to diesis auraa. 

IS SMtMYt tha aboTa aaatloaad Parcy Jbraaaa haa karate f or a » 
alaca ha ft tha OOTaraaaat aaaauYarad rialatlf f lata maid ladlctaaat plaa^ 
baaa gXn^t a maaiac coaaaatary la tha aadla oa hov ha (Foraaaa) aecom* 
pliahad tha faat« Hov ha )uc r^bUidiad analocoualy tha apilofua to tha 
f aat Im tha ftUS magoxlaa ATMin ha preaouacaai 
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••••vltb %t% pttblleltjrt app9llat« courts arc reluctant to 

bteausa it Wttld brin« don m heap of erltieln froa 
tb* pome ite ar« not fuillar with tho ralo osd roeulatioo 
of lAw«*.to find a Judgo or « croi^ of Judgaa with abottg^t 
aoaraca vould os azparlaaeOf bo ttnazpaetftd**. Sao« £X~lf. 

^« Ibat fbo dofoadanta^ TIKK l8o.» Qaorfft McMllllaa^ H. Wnry BaUo, 
WUUaa Brat ford Huio, and Qorold f^a&k aro tfullty of tba violation 
mm foUowai . , 

(a) of liballne plaintiff in aaid TIMS artida vlth nalieioa intant* 

Ui« Tbat tba daf«adut«» TIMS lao.^ Gaorso McKiUian, ^Hanrj RallOt 
aro sttiltj of tba vlolatioa aa foUowa: 

V 

(a) of acting in collualoa^ hj tba nature of aaid article and it* a 
pnbliahing data^ to infLuanca tba U.S. 6th circuit court of appaala in« 
Bay B^aa, Ho* 7>15Wf od^araaXy to barain Plaintiff, tbua obatructing 
jastico and vlolaUof plainUff'a dirll ri^ta« 

■. 4 * ** 
%4«^tbat dafendant^ Mc>:illiantia In addition guiltr of tba violation 

an foUovat ^ - * . 

; . ■ t • • * 

(a) of raecving Ir pubUablng aalicioua oartrial from dafaodanta, 
■via 4 rrank. altb a raeklaaa diaragard for tba trutb or falaity of aaid 
aatarial tbna coapounding >leMillian*a libal* 



That daf«ndant« Suia» la in addition guilty of tba violation aa followa: 

* <a) of libaXing altb nalieioiin intan> by f alaaly charging on a 
CBS-T? apecial datfd January nod hoatad by 3an Sathar, that ^'laint^ 

iff bad in affact aurderad, BtT. Martin Uthar Xing Jr., and« robbad a 
loan conpany in^ Loadona Digland* 

- • 

kj^ Tbat dafaadant^ H«iia, la goUty of tba additional vlolatioaras follora: 

(n) of violating Plaintiff 'a civil ri^ta* with oalicloua intant 
^y aiding It abatting dafandant, KcHllllan, in bia (BeailUan'a) publia^ng 
nald artlela^ through fttmiihing KcHillhan infomation fron tho fllaa of 
tho Tannaaaaa Attomay Ganaral*a offleo nuilo bo (Baila) waa aaat* Att. Can. 

. * • 

(b) of having direct knowltdga rcaultlng fron hia tenura in tha 
Tannaaaaa A.O. offloo and bia aaaociatlon aith tba aforMtntionad« Parcy 
yoranan ti VUllan L« Barry, of tba tmlfTttlnaaa of allagation nada in eottnt->3 
barain abova, than violating Plaintiff 'a civil ri|^ta. 
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^ Roccivcd of/shcriff Wllllani Moirrlsj Jr* the 



pi"*' 

*.. sua 



.J* 



« Said noni^ bolng ^scnt 



by Ball to James Earl Ray, with aliases, from ^J/i*;/, M' 
• • • . -•• • . ^ 

V; V' ■ resides at ^r:sS C J7^/. t,j!t/t».S Ja »^/Xh^ti ^'^f k '^\^^ 

/ the above sun was received in the fora of 

c*sh . Vchcci\ money ordor' . V / • * !l ^ " 



VfiC.J^ ?■ — 



I 



t . v -. • r \ . ; v '«»es Earl Ray, County JaiX 

.... • i 
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State of Tennessee 



I 

f 

h 



A . 
* 



i X A. BLACXWIIA CM «! Ih* CMWmI CmtU •! m 



ft AdI. «w arf pvlMt MPT 



PETITKH WR WAIVER OF TMAL AND UnPUEST TO ACffPTAJO fff PLF.A OP OttLTy AVD 

OMER WnPRIZIiC WAIVER OF HUAL AND ACCErnNC PLEA OF CUILTT AVD ' 

VOIR DIRE OF BEFPnwrr OW WAIVER AND ORTER - OF JAl^ES EARL RAY - KX3CET !«MVER «-166 4S 



) appMn «( metd new M III* B 

' Ib TwUbiui^ WhafMf I hm hmuate Mt ajr hand amd affixad th« Mai 
•r Hid Court, •» offiea, h ^ CHjr if MratpUt. 
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ftXi. 



n 



/«/ J.A.BLAI 




.Cbrik 



-B. C 



State of TenactSM \ 



Of XHE CRIMZTUJL COURT OF SHELBY COUNTY, TENK. 



I WLLTi»t H. WTLLTJftK 



OatX JLBIACEWELL, wke g««« Hi* Ion««I^ ctftUicate, it bow, aad 



MS liM €f •fgBlag lb* Qttk of tdd Cowtp thai aiiU Coort fa • 
Uft AMwUUott fa fa iota. w4 Bfa oiGdal acta, M Mch. m MdiM to 

qrha^,llih ^ty of WS. l>7tt 




State of Tennessee 1 

BOar OOUNTT / 



it 



. L 

I? 

■ 1 



-.1 



i J. iL BLACCWELL, CM o( Crimlaal CobtU pi Cmmtgr, ctrtiftr t^t HON. 

WILLIAM Hi WljjllfflS , whoM nnuiM official HCB^tun apptm to iIm abovt 

■ad htrtto annaxcd Ctrtifieote, fa tad wu at tba tima of oIsbIds aama, sola aad pratidiaf Jtidfo of tha 
CUafatal CooH DMiSnn 3 , to and lor Aa Coontr and Slata af OMal^ doly aammfamnad aad qMi* 
8a4. ttd that aS Ua offieia! acta, aa mA. aia asiflad to full iaiib i 

Xka« 

«f aaU Caorti at aOU^, to Otj of UaafUa, 
M ^ al OCi leTft 




5^ 



JCbdb 
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ar VOL CnXXISAL CCVA7 0? SSSLaX CtiKTT, 7SSSSXZ 

nA7£ or TfiXSESSLX 



• 



AMES EARL RAY 



I. 



r 



iimzoy FOR VAZvcR or taiai ard request roi 

ACCCFIMfCIi 07 nSA OT cuim 

th«t V tru« full ii«m« li J/LXfES gAftL RAY tiid I atiert that 

tU proeccdias< ce«iMt M should l»d la the o«m vhleh X hereby declare to be cqr 
true ii«ae« 

Hr »ttdrney in the eeuse is PERCY FOnEMAiN , vno vas se- 
lected end retained hy Mi/vho vas appointed by the Court nkxa^^xcauoGt^ to represent 
. * M Itt this esuse. and Hugh Stanton, Sr.. Public Defender« 

^ ^ « , Z hsve received a copy of tha Indictnent before beln^ called upoa to plcid, 
end I hsYe read and discussed it vith vy attorneyi and believe snd feel that I under^ 
stand tha accusation «sde against m in this case and in each case listed herein* I 
hereby waive the fonal resding of the indie taent* 

« I * Z have told ay attorney the facts end surrounding circus tsnces as known 

^ ^ -to M concerning the natters mentioned in the indictaentSj snd believe and feel that 
aor attorney is nilly informed es to all such aa tiers. >y attorney has inforoed ae 

I at to the nsture and cause of each accusation sgainst and aa to any and alX 

I . possible defenses I aigiht have in this csuse« 

w. ^ 

• , . Htf sttoreey has advised ae as to the punishment provided by Isv for the 

. I * rfTmM chsrged and embraced in the indie leant sgsinst as. My etlorncy hss further 
; odviied that punishaent which the Isv providee for toe erlae vith which Z ea charged 
la the indie taent is ea follows $ 



V i»#«»T. W »1*etraeutton or confinement In the Stat« Penltentimry for 

f *»T nemm rttrleA of tlae over tw enty (20) yetra 

aad if accepted by the Court end JUxy siy aeateaee on e plea of guilty vUl bes 
<>fttt#fTteiirwt in the State Penitentiary for ninety-nine years (99) > 



^ « Zt has heen^fUlly explained to m and I understand that Z &ty, if I go choose^ 

plesd ''Hot Cuilty" to any ofrense charged sgainft De» and that if I choose to plesd **!;ot 
t Guilty** the Corstltutlon gutrantaes and this Court will provide &e ihe riflht to a s;?*cdy 
I. end public trlsl by Jury; the right to saa and hear all wilncsscs agalnst'ae; the right' 
to usa tha power and proccsa of the Court to coap^ll the production of ariy evidence, 
> I including the attendsnee of any witness » in ay favor; and the right to heve the assis- 
[ tsiice of counsel in mf defense et all stages of the proceedings* 

: . Zh the exercise of sjy own Trtt will and choice and without any threats or 

jBressure of sny hind or promises of gain or fsvor froa stiy source whatsoaver^ and being 
r^-z^jvi^'^L^ ayare of the action X am taking, I do hereby in open Court request the Court to 
accept <y pies of guilty to the charges outlined herein. Z hereby waive eny right Z 
y * Mgr ar could hsva to a Hstiaa for e Xev tyiel, sad/(^ ea eppeel. 

J . ■ • • ^ • • ■ ar»^ <^ i<^^ 

^ befenlant Jj 



1 
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Zl sue CKLm'Al. CVJIXT OF ZVaLST CS'JSTT, ItlCSSSSS 
»r*lSR3 111 



ttAxc or Btscssse 



1. «&A^C 



BEnSMBT 



nsA or cuuTT 

*Ihl» craM ctBt on for bstrlng btfort tbt JtoaorcVl t 



PftgSTQK %ATTLg > Jtt*g« of Dlvlftion III _ t Of th« 

Ciimliwl Court of Stelby County, TcenesstOj on tho pttition of %lio 
tefoadant, JAMES EARL KAY fbr Mlvt r of trlol Igr lory ood 

bortto Olid liteorporoUd rtforoost bcrtin; upon ototcocnts madt In 

tho District Attomoy Gonorml 
i^n Court Vy the doftndtnt btrola; his ottomsysof record; Aht AsiistMt 

Attorneys Centril rtprctentiiis tho 8t«tt of Ttnntssdt; and troA qucstioniog 

Iqr VU Court of dtftodtnt and hla CDunsal in open Court; aAd 

Zr AFr£»n:S to VXL court ftftar oartfd. conaidoratioa that tho 
tfoftodaot harala has htea fully odviaad and undcrstaods his right to a 
trial hy Jury oo tha eerlts of tha ladletannt ogalnst hln, and that tha 
dafaudant horfiin doaa sot aleet to hava a Juxy datanina hla euUt or 
Innoeanea under a ^aa of Vot -Guilty; and has wlvad tha forxal raading 
of tha IndletMnt, ASD: 

XT fUXran AVtZKBia to SHS court that tha dafandaat IntalHtcntly 
ond undarstendiosly vaivas his right to a trial and of his on free viU. and 
ehoiea and vltheut any thrasts or prassura of any hind or proadsasi othar 
that tha racpeeandation of tha fitata aa to nuniah^nt: and doaa daslra to 
aatar a pXaa of guilty and aecapt tha raeoeoendation of the Stata as to 
yonishDent, valvaa his right to a Katioo for a Sav Trial aod/or an appaal« 



f Had harain he and tha sase la hara>y gfantad* 

Intar this tha iC d ay of iiayfii ^ X96j^* 



TuocE 7 



JUDGE ''Jaflits Btrl Xsy, st«iid.** 

JUDGE "Have your lawyers •xplaincd all your rifhts to you and do 



HBFENDAjlT "Yes** 

JUDGE "Do you know th»t you have a right to a trial by Jury on tha 
charge of Murder in tha First Degree mgainst you/ the punis^l- 
ment for Murder In the First Degree ranging fron Death by 



proof is on the State of Tennessee to prove you guilty be- 

yond a reasonable doubt and to a moral certainty and the de- 

« 

dsion of the Jury mst be unanimous both as to guilt and 
punishment? 

Xm the event of a jury verdict against you» you would 
have the right to file a Notion for a Kew Trial addressed to 
the trial judge? In the event of an adverse ruling against 
you on your Motion for a Kew Trial, you vould heve the right 
to successive appeels to the Tennessee Court of Criminal Ap- 
peals and the Supreme Court of Tennessee and to file a pe- 



tition for review by the Supreme Court of the United States? 
Do you understand that you have all these rights?*" 
DEFENDANT «Yea* 

JUDGE '^ou are entering a plea of Cullty to Murder in the First 



and settling your case on agteed punishment of ninety «nine 
y^wa la the State Penitentiary* la this what you want to 
do?** 



OEFENa^NT "Yes** 

JUDGE **Do you understand that you are waiving, which means **giving 
iip^« a formal trial by your Plea of Guilty although the lawa 
of this State require the prosecution to present certain evi* 
dence to a Jury la all cases of Pleas of Guilty to Murder In 
* tho Flrat Degree? _ 



you understand them?** 



Electrocution to any time over twenty years? The burden of 



Degree as charged In tha Indictment and are compromising 





Pan 2 

VoSr Din of teftndMt 



on iTaivor aad Ordor 



Ur yow plea of guilt/ you oro also voiving jrour rights 
to (1) Motion foT a Now Trial; (2) Sucetsslvo Appoals to 
the Tennessee Court of Crlninal Appeals and the Supreae 
Court of Tennessee; (3) Petition for Review by the Supreme 
Court of the United States* 

By your plea of guilty you are also abandoning and 
waiving your objections and exceptions to all the Motions 
and Petitions in which the Court has heretofore ruled against 
you in whole or in part» asiong then being: 
* * I. Motion to withdraw plea and quash indictiaent 

Notion to reaove lights and caneras fron Jail . 

4. Notion for private consultation with attorney 

S« petition to authorize defendant to take depositions 

6« Notion to peisiit conference with Kule 

7. Notion to permit photographs 

t» Notion to designate court reporters 

9. Notion to stipulate testimony 

10. Suggestion of proper naae** 



DEFENDANT ••Tes*' 

JUDGE **Has anything besides this sentence of ninety*nine years in 
the penitentiary been pronised to you to get you to plead 
guilty? Has anything else been pronised you by any^one?** 

IIEFENDA4NT '*No'* 

JUDGE ^as any pressure of any kind, by anyone in any way been 

used on you to get you to plead guilty?^ 
DEFENDANT •T^o" 



this case because you killed Dr. Martin Luther Xing under 
such eircunstances that would make you legally guilty of 



Murder in the First uegree under the law as explained to 
you by your lawyers?^ 
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Voir Oir€ of D«fmdant on Wmivtr and Order 

JUDCS this Plea of Cuiltx to MUrder ia tho First Degrtt with 

sgrotd punishnent of nlnsty-nins yttrs ia tKs State Peai* 
teatiary» freely, voluatarlly aad understandingly aade and. 
entered by you?** 

DEFENDAKT *nres'' 

free vill^ aade with your full knowledge and understanding 

of its aeaning and consequences?'* 
B£FENSA:IT ■"'Yes*' 
JUDGE ''You say be seated.** 



1^ i 




f. 
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SaKIBIT 17 
(Classified} 
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EXHIBIT 18 
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